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Introducing the Story of Job

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery.” —Galatians 5:1

“The true worth of a man is to be measured by the objects he pursues.”
—NMarcus Aurelius

I do not know who said it first, but as Mike Mason points out in his book, “The Gospel
According to Jol¥ when people give testimony to their life, the version they tell differs
depending on the audience. There’s the version told to a Christian audience. Then there’s the
version told to non-Christians. Finally, there is the truth.

Well, as Mason points out, the story of Job tells things from the third point of view—the
truth. If you look at Job’s story, you won’t be able to twist the story around with a bunch of
religious sounding words.

| began this study in 1984 when my wife was pregnant for our twin sons. We had taken a
vacation and were staying in a Condominium on Mackinac Island. The weather was chilly and
rainy, so we spent the majority of our time inside the Condo. | had read the book of Job many
times before and | could not explain why the Lord had so deeply moved me to re-examine this
book of suffering during that time. Although, over the years | begin to see this story lived out in
my own life, and after many years of working, editing, expanding and clarifying my writing, |
still find new lessons.

To be honest, | have a hard time believing that | have been working on this project for all
these years, but in retrospect, it is very clear where my needs were. Maybe | am exaggerating,
but the past several years have it seemed as though all of hell was working against me. There
have been times of dryness and frustration; times of failure and dissatisfaction; times of
emotional and spiritual turmoil.

Oh, I realize that | have not suffered in any way like what Job suffered. Although, | have
often been brought to my knees, defeated, and begging for the Lord to help me understand what
was happening in my Ife. During this time, | would pray, but somehow my prayers did not work
| confessed the right things, read all the books and listened to all the tapes. Nothing at all
worked. That is until my frustrations began to loosen a little. | have never suffered depression,
which I know is prevalent in many lives, and | do feel for those suffering this way, but
everything I was experiencing did not “fit” what I was taught by all my “Faith-Teachers’

How was | supposed to fight this? | quoted all the Scriptures, but nothing changed. The
reality is that | could not do anything to stop my frustration. | was helplessimpoten, confusedl
later discovered is that most believers resist this aspect of their life of faith. Maybe that is a small
taste of what, for some, will be the final and most terrifying impotence of all, which is death.

My dad had reached that point. He came to a point where he realized there was nothing
more that could be done for his cancer. The only final solution would be death. Which led me to
asking are we suppose to face that reality?

Christians simply do not like to think about being helpless in the hands of our God. Oh,
we love to quote all of the “positive’ verses with conviction, but with all of our faith and with all
of His grace, we still prefer to maintain some semblance of control to our lives. When difficulties
arise, we like to think there are certain steps we can take, attitudes we can adopt, or positive



confessions we can make to alleviate our anguish and be happy again. Sometimes there are.
However, anyone who has truly suffered will know that when it comes to the real thing, there is
no help to ease the pain, at least no humanhelp. Simply put, when we reach the “pits,” we aren’t
going to be able to think our way out; nor hope, sing, pray, confess, nor even love our way out.
Only the Lord Himself can do that, and when he does, as Exodus 6:6 puts it, “Then you will
know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke.”

That is an interesting verse . . . how will we know? We will know because nothing and no
one else was able to do it. Frankly, when we are living in this kind of crucible, you will finally to
be able to understand what it means to be savedwhat it means to be, as the Psalmist points out,
“snatched awayfrom the brink of destruction. This, as Mason points out in his book, is where
we get down to the bedrock of the gospel.

Over the years, as | read and re-read this story of Job, I discovered growing within me a
brand-new dignity to being an ordinary human being and to all that that entails. | finally free to
doubt, to ask question of my Lord, to be overwhelmed, to fail, to fear, to be angry, to have
passions—in short, to be completely who I am! I think this describes the kind of man Job was.
What | discovered (and | hope you will learn through this study) is that it is all right to be a
human being. | found out that mercy is the permission to be human.

There is no way to simplify this story. There are no easy answers to suffering—there is
no such thing as getting a grip on ourselves or pulling ourselves up by the bootsaps As
Believers, our only bootstrap is the cross. Sometimes, when we lay hold of the cross, it can be
comforting; but in all honesty, sometimes it is like picking up a snake. Even Jesus demonstrated
this when He cried, “My God, my God, whyhave you forsaken me?”

Let me confess something to you. Over the years | have gotten angry with God; I have
screamed at Him; | have even shook my fists in the air. | have gotten far angrier with God than |
have ever been, even my children, Look, Oh, I am not trying to defend my behavior. Frankly,
even when | remember my fits of anger | am once again drawn to repentance.

Although, in the course of all this struggling, I did learn that these kinds of feelings are
quite compatible with faith. Faith always involves our deepest passions engaged by the reality of
Yehoveh. The person of faith is someone who, like Job, discovers how big their God really is.

The story of Job displays the best and the worst in each of us. In effect, the book says,
“This is what faith is like.” So as you read this study, do not be surprised if you find yourself
confused and doubting. It does not mean you have lost favor with your Lord. No. On the
contrary, if you are willing to continue to seek understanding, you will discover a deeper wonder
of your Father.

To drive this message home, the book of Job does more than just address itself to the
problems of suffering faith. It also addresses the problem of complacent faith, and you see this in
the form of Job’s three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. I confess that when | read about
those three “friends” I really struggled with them because their part of the story struck too close
to home. | can say that because as | began studying Job’s friends. | realized that they are just as
complex and puzzling as Job himself. The more | thought about them, the more frustrated | grew.
Why, you ask? Because | discovered that my feelings had less to do with them) than they did
with me! What | mean is that | began this study thinking that I identified with Job, | ended up
realizing that I identified just as much with Job’s friends in their loveless pharisaism. What the
Lord showed me is often, I am just like them! I did not like hearing that. There is no doubt that
the Word of God is a double-edged sword! While Job is primarily a tale of one man’s suffering,
there is also an implied sequel to the story. What | am referring to is the peculiar suffering of



Job’s three friends as they come face-to-face with the treachery of their feelings of authority and
expertise.

Mike Mason tells of a time when he was going through a time of particular spiritual
oppression, when he could not shake the sense that God was disappointed in him. His wife, very
wisely, gave him a Valentine card. The card read “You are okay with me, Valentine,” and she
wrote on it, “To Mike/Love God.” It is funny how a person can be a Christian, yet not really
know the gospel; that Christ can live inside us without our really enjoying Him. Even the most
steadfast faith can be faced with times when its reality is put to the test. That is what we are
going to study.



Covering Job chapter 1

Chapter 1

By faith, Abel offered to God . . . sacrifice . . .
through which he had witness born to him that he was righteous —Hebrews 11:4

Our Story Begins

The story begins so simply, “There was a man in the land of Uz whosime was Job
People have misunderstood, ridiculed and even feared the story of Job. Some have tried to
discard the story as mere fiction and fantasy. Many simply ignore or avoid the story because it
hurts too much to read. In truth, this is a story that gives us a glimpse into the mystery of
suffering; a journey of faith proved to be worth more than gold.

There are times in our lives when we wander through a dark valley without seeing the
path out. We question why we are suffering, whether God has a redeeming purpose in it all and
how we are supposed to respond. Job’s friends will try to explain his problems by appealing to
the logic of good orthodox theology. However, in the end, Job is almost irreverent in his appeal
to God for an explanation, which leads to his justification and approval by God. While God
rejects Job’s orthodox church-going friends, he persevered. Job eventually speaks directly to God
about his suffering while Job’s friends speak aboutGod to Job.

Traditionally, theology has wrestled with how a good and all-powerful God could, at the
same time, allow or even cause (as Job claims) suffering and evil in the world. This is the
argument Job’s friends pick up on. However, the usual abstract arguments, spoken smoothly by
Job’s three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar—are not only rejected by God and his man,
Job, they are not even the point of the book.

This is not a book of rational, systematic theology. This is the story of one human
being—one very human and very righteous being—that loses his possessions, his family and his
health. It is also a story that takes place within the household of faith. In addition, it is faith that
rebels and a God who loves the rebel, which is the surprise of the story.

When you get right down to it, though, there is something raw and wild about the book of
Job. This book can hold its own anywhere, whether in the university lecture hall or the beer hall.
The hero is someone who can “speak to common, everyday people who have never took the
time to read a Bible story. The world respects Job. In the eyes of the world, Job is less a saint
than a comrade in arms. He did not found a cult or a religion, no holidays were ever created in
his honor, in fact, he has never commanded any kind of following. Who would want to follow
him? No, he is not even a religious figure at all. He is simply a man, and more than that, simply a
man who suffered. To be honest, rather than preaching in favor of religion, Job preaches against
it, and this is something every sinner understands.

The greatness of Job’s faith lies in the greatness of his mere humanity. Like the Apostle
Paul, Job’s spirituality did not thrive on covering up his weaknesses. On the contrary, he seems
to glory in them. His faith stood up to having all his miserable frailty and human failure exposed
and dragged out before the entire world. Right from the beginning Job seems somehow to have
known in his bones that God’s power is made perfect in weakness.



A Blameless Man

You can sum up this whole story with God’s own description of Job as being, “blameless
and upright he feared God and shunned eViln fact, you can reduce it even further with the
one word: blamelessThe central question of religion is “How can human beings get free of
guilt?” How can we escape that sense, however vague, of gnawing insecurity that continually
follows us? Jesus asked His disciples, “Why are you afraid?”” I do not know about you, but I am
sometimes afraid because of my lingering suspicion that it is impossible to please God. Oh, |
know that God loves me—but how can | be sure He likes me? In the Parable of the Prodigal Son,
the father loved both the rebellious son and his straight-laced elder brother, but in the end, only
the younger son pleased him. Only the prodigal delighted his father’s heart.

Of course, God loves us. Everybody knows that. However, that is precisely the problem
we have in relating to God: He loves everybody, indiscriminately, even the people that will
suffer Hell. Who needs love like that? The real question is not whether God loves us, but
whether He approves of us, whether we are pleasing to Him. One thing is certain, if we are not
pleasing to God He will never be pleasing to us. Why should we like someone who is forever
condemning us? On the other hand, can we imagine what it would be like to so move and excite
the heart of God that He would run to meet us, throw His arms around us and kiss us, dress us in
His best robe, and put rings on our fingers? Can we picture the Lord Almighty killing the
fattened calf for us and throwing a big party in our honor? Can we imagine having the Creator of
the universe say to us, just as He said to Jesus Christ, “You are my son, and you are my delight”?

If we cannot imagine being, as Jesus was and the Scripture claims Job was, beyond
reproach in the eyes of God, all our faith is useless. If we cannot get past God’s criticism and
into His favor—if we cannot be good friends with Him—then what is the point of our religion?
On the other hand, if Job really was a living example of blamelessness in his relationship with
God, then it must at least be possible. If this is true, we had better pay attention to this man and
find out what his secret was.

The secret seems to begin with a solid grasp of the fact that being blameless is not quite
the same as being guiltless. If someone is guiltless, it simply means that he has done nothing
wrong. If we accuse him of wrong, then we have accused him falsely and that is all there is to it.
If someone is blameless, it means something more mysterious: it means that no matter how
horrible his offenses may have been all the charges against him have been dropped. Absolutely
no blame attaches to him, because the very one he offended has exonerated him. In the words of
Psalm 32:2, “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him.” Once the
reality of that sinks in, we will burst out and do a little “happy dance”! God’s covenant with us in
Christ is not that He will prevent us from ever committing a sin, but rather that He will forgive us
our sins. He will be faithful in forgiveness. Our part is to believe this—that is to be blameless not
so much in our outward conduct (though obviously we strive for this also), but in our faith, our
trust in the Lord’s faithfulness. It is with your heart that you believe and are justified. If we are
blameless in this respect, then all the credit for our righteousness will very plainly be not ours but
the Lord’s, who, as Jude assures us, is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault.

The story of Job shows a remarkable man who somehow intuitively grasped and accepted
this astounding message. So much so, that even when he was tempted to the Maxto let go of it,
he still held to it firmly against all odds. Under attack Job groaned, he wailed, he doubted and
fell into deep depression, he lashed out like an infuriated animal—and yes, he even sinned. Yet,
when it came to this one point regarding the settled fact of his status of irreproachable




blamelessness before the Lord, he refused to give an inch. Having placed his trust totally in God,
he violently resisted the notion that there was more required. Something else he must do, to gain
God’s favor under adverse circumstances. All of us fall into the same trap. We constantly look at
our lives and count ourselves unworthy of the Lord’s attention or, worse yet, ignore His presence
and invitation for relationship. We simply do the “church thing and never seek anything more
of the Father. The problem is, when that happens, we live empty, lonely, unsatisfied lives. We
are never satisfied to sit back and enjoy the love and favor of our Father.

In my own pursuit of Christ, | have seen times when, as Brennan Manning has so
perfectly described:

“There have been times pockmarked by disastrous victories and magnificent
defeats, soul-diminishing successes and life-enhancing failures. I have known
seasons of fidelity and betrayal, periods of consolation and desolation, zeal and
apathy.

“There have also been times . . .

“When the felt presence of God was more real to me than the chair | am
sitting on;

“When the Word ricocheted like broken-backed lightning in every corner of
my soul;

“When a storm of desire carried me to places | have never visited.

“Then again, there have been other times . . .

“When I identified with the words of Mae West: “I used to be Snow White—
but I drifted,

“When the Word was as stale as old ice cream and as bland as tame sausage;

“When the fire in my belly flickered and died,

“When | mistook dried-up enthusiasm for gray-haired wisdom;

“When I dismissed cheap slivers of glass tot the pearl of great price;”

Rich and Righteous

As we move on in the story, the first five verses introduce us to this man named Job and
provide a very brief description of his personal character, wealth, position, and size of his family.
The passages carry a strong patriarchal flavor. Job was a man like Abraham, a kind of Yahwistic
sheik so rich and influential that his private estate would have been virtually a self-contained
town. In the case of Abraham, we know that his traveling tent-city consisted of at least 318-
trained men born in his household. Now this only refers to fighting men, not their families or
other men who were not trained fighters. This implies a community, including women and
children, of a thousand at the very least, and Job’s domain appears to have been even larger than
that.

In our modern civilization, massive wealth is such a common phenomenon that we can
easily miss the significance of this inventory of Job’s estate. His household possessed ten
children: seven sons and three daughters. He owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand
camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys and a large number of servants. In
fact, he was considered the greatest man among all the people of the East.

In the Western world today even those who are among the top 5 percent of the world’s
wealthy are called “middle-class,” and most of us who are in this bracket have (not surprisingly)
a somewhat schizophrenic attitude toward our affluence. On one level we take it for granted,
thinking of it as something to which we have a right or even as a sign of God’s approval. Yet, at
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a deeper level, we know that we are only kidding ourselves. We know we live in a fool’s
paradise.

It is not that there is anything inherently bad about being rich. If God had been an ascetic,
He would never have created the world. Asceticism is a simplistic answer to a complex problem.
Paul exposes the folly of the “Do not taste! Do not touch” approach when he stated that those
types of regulations have an appearance of wisdom . but they lack any value in restraining
sensual indulgence. There is no spiritual value in poverty, per se, but there is great worth indeed
in the godly management of a large number of possessions and affairs.

Perhaps our problem today is that not many of us have the attitude toward our riches that
Job had. Later in the story, we catch a glimpse of what Job actually did with his money and with
his time and energy. We will see how he rescued the needy; cared personally for the handicapped
and the dying; brought orphans into his home; he even took the power barons of his day to court
and argued the case for the underprivileged (see Job 29:12-17; 31:16-21). On top of that, all of
this was created without any government programs or assistance and without any tax benefits or
receipts for charitable donations. If Job did not follow the letter of Jesus’ command to “sell
everything you have and give to the poor,” he did follow its spirit by administering all his
resources not for his own good but for the good of society. When Jesus warned how hard it is for
the rich to enter the kingdom of God, he was pointing to the tendency of lucre first to bury itself
in a man’s pocket, and then to bury the man. The problem is not the wealth; it is the character
and spirit of the man who has it. However, Job’s wealth did not cling to him—it flowed through
him. He was not so much a collector of wealth as a distributor of it, not an owner but a steward.
That is why he could say so easily, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.” Job was that
rarest of millionaires—one who was not “filthy rich” but rather “clean rich,” not “rich as sin” but
“rich as righteousness.”

With great wealth comes great responsibility, and like the other Biblical patriarchs, Job
must have led a tremendously busy life, filled with hard work and practical cares. No hut-
dwelling hermit or introverted pietist, he was an active man of the world, continually rubbing
shoulders with other people and meeting the challenges and stresses of ordinary life. These will
be important facts to remember as we come to reflect on his approaching ordeal.

Job’s Prayer life

It is great to see the sketchy details of Job’s daily life before his terrible trial. From this
point on, everything we learn about Job will come by the way of conversations. The opinions of
others and the stress of his suffering will color our view of him. However, in these early verses
we can see Job from a purely objective point of view. We are told how his sons would take turns
holding parties in their homes. They even invited their three sisters to eat and drink with them.
After the partying had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the
morning, he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children
have sinned and cursed God in their heart.” This was Job’s regular custom.

Earlier we saw Job as a practical man immersed in the whirl of business and
management; but in these verses, we learn something of his spiritual life in the midst of that
whirl. In particular, we see him on his knees praying for his family. Job knew that family
gatherings could be hotbeds of vice and a place where childhood wounds reopen; in-laws are
treated like outlaws; and sibling rivalry has not changed since the days of Cain and Abel. Then
you have the families get together and try so hard, so frantically, so pathetically, so naively to
have a good time when there is anger and resentment in the midst. When you add alcohol to the
miXx, you can have even worse problems. I cannot think of any sin that is more shameful and



scandalous. On the other hand, if a person is able to sincerelylove their siblings and parents or
cousins, then you have good reason to call that person loving. If you can get along with the
closest people to you, then you can do it with anyone.

In addition, nothing says more about a person than the way he prays. | will take it even
further and say that no man is greater than his prayer life, The details about Job’s regular early
morning sacrifices and praying suggest several important facts about his faith.

First, Job believed in the importance and effectiveness of mediation with God. He had
implicit faith in repentance, sacrifice, and forgiveness. He knew that those kinds of things
worked. His God was not distant and unresponsive, but compassionate and gracious . . . slow to
anger, abounding in love.

Secondly, like other heroes in the Bible, Job apparently served as his own priest. This
takes us back to the original idea regarding the priesthood of all believers. A time before Yahweh
gave the law and all the followers of God set up their own altars, got their own hands bloody,
and somehow found direct access to the throne of God, just as Christians do today.

Thirdly, Job not only practiced his prayer and sacrifice on his own behalf but also for the
benefit of others. Job had a deep and sincere concern for others. This shows how joyously
confident he must have been in his own salvation. Only when you are secure and happy in the
Lord yourself can you pray effectively for others. Job’s devotions were looking outward and for
the benefit of others. He took it on faith that his intercession had a practical effect on the lives of
those he loved.

Finally, and most remarkably, Job’s prayers extended in the murky realm of inadvertent
or unconscious sin. Job’s faith in forgiveness was big enough that it completely covered not just
individual acts of sin, but sin itself and this shows a fundamental grasp of the gospel.

This last point is essential to a proper understanding of everything that follows. You see,
in the gospel according to Job a person is either righteous or not. You cannot be a "little bit"
righteous any more than you can be a "little bit" pregnant. Your sin is forgiven (including not
just sinful behavior but the innate sinfulness of the heart) or it is not. If God accepts us at all, He
accepts us wholeheartedly and he covers us completely with the spotless robe of righteousness.
This robe of divine acceptance doesn’t come in gray, but only in dazzling white, and you either
have the robe or not. You are either righteous or wicked. Anyone who is wicked can have that
status quickly amended by a trip to the cross.

The Adversary

Suddenly, without warning or introduction, we see into the very throne room of God. It is
as if a veil was drawn aside for us and we see into the world of the spirit. We see the Lord seated
on His throne and surrounding His throne is His council of Holy Ones. It’s evidently some sort
of audience day where all of the angels come in to report on their various duties.

Satan comes in along with everyone else. He is known as the Adversary and Accuser. He
enters in his capacity as the Prince of the power of the air, wia@cuses us before our God day
and night

When he enters, he comes in boldly and unchallenged. The Lord asks him, “Where have
you come from?”” Satan answers, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth.”
You can almost hear the arrogance and disrespect in his words. Unlike Job, Satan has no
responsibilities. All he has to do all day long is go gadding about in the world. He is a restless,
shiftless, roving hoodlum. Like the delinquent kid who comes slinking home in the wee hours of
the morning. When asked by his father what he is been up to, he answers evasively, “Just cruisin’
around Pop. What’s it to ya?”



The adversary describes his occupation as going back and forthwalking up and down
The original idea in Aramaic is in the heat of hast@ his illustrates Satan’s usual intense cunning
and planning. He has been hurrying through the inhabited earth, as a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour or as an unclean spirit seeking rest and finding none.

You will find this same feverish spirit within everyone under Satan’s dominion because
the scripture tells us the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest . . . there is no peace . .
. for the wicked.

Do not miss Satan’s own admission of his character, and note the difference between his
feverish heat of hastad the peace that Jesus possessed during his work here on earth. The devil
rushes around with restless energy through the realms he has betrayed, causing chaos and unrest
wherever he goes. Jesus walked in calm peace through the world he came to save. With it, he
brought rest, blessing and life wherever he went.

No feverish heat of haste ever comes from God, and the closer you get to Him; the more
you partake of His Divine Nature, the more you will experience the calm restful power that so
strikingly manifested itself in Christ Jesus. On the other hand, if you are experiencing unrest and
wander in a feverish heat of hasteopen your eyes and realize that your confidence is not in the
Son of God and in His power.

Since Satan is no longer in his place in the order of God, he is nothing more than a
wandering star, aimless and dissatisfied. He has no joy in heaven or earth—except in tempting
others and bringing them into the same torment as himself.

Here is another interesting point. There seems to be an odd informality about this
interview between God and Satan. While it is true Satan must presenthimself to the Lord, as
servant to Master, once these two are together, they do not seem to stand much on ceremony.
Instead, they come straight to the point. Satan sauces, and the Lord boasts. Even in such a
sketchy dialogue we are left with the distinct impression these two know each other—in fact,
they obviously know each other only too well. The Lord knows Satan through and through, and
Satan too, after his own perverted fashion, knows the Lord like the back of his hand. Frankly,
this is precisely the way things stand between archenemies. After all, these two have cased each
other since who knows when.

But who, exactly, is this ancient rival of the Lord, and what is he doing among the holy
angels before the heavenly throne? From the sound of things, he seems just to blunder in right off
the street, almost as if he owned the place! Surely, this is one of the deepest and most
inexplicable situations. It is not just the fact that such awesome power and privileges are given
with such seeming casualness on this cosmic hooligan, but the man who suffers so monstrously
at Satan’s hands is kept entirely in the dark regarding the very existence of his spiritual enemy.
Nowhere in the long and exhaustive dialogue between Job and his friends do they even broach
the idea of a personal, supernatural evil. The whole subject is a locked room. The first two
chapters is the only place Satan is mentioned, and even here, as elsewhere in the Old Testament,
the Hebrew word is not even a personal name but rather a title or office. Literally, it is “the
satan,” a term meaning as I mentioned already, “accuser” or, as he might be called today in a
court of law, “the Prosecution.”

Just as the term “Christ” (or “anointed one”) does not come to assume personal weight
until the advent of Jesus, so only in the New Testament does the shadowy figure of “the satan”
step fully out of the wings. The revelation of the personification of evil remained blurred until
Jesus met Satan face-to-face in the wilderness, and then proceeded to expose the Devil’s dark
identity and all his evil works before the world. Ever since then this work of unmasking the face



of evil has continued, and is due to climax in the revelation of what the New Testament calls “the
man of lawlessness”—that figure who in some unthinkable way is to be the incarnation of Satan,
the very sonof the Devil, just as Jesus is the incarnate Son of God. You could summarize the
whole story of the Bible as the gradual unveiling of the profoundly personal character of both
good and evil.

The strangest thing about these first verses is that they seem to take us back to a time
when Satan presumed to occupy the rightful place of Christ as the favored son. We go back to a
time when Satan apparently had the very ear of God and could ask Him for whatever he wanted.
This picture gives new and pointed force to Jesus’ triumphant assertion in Luke 10:18, “I saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven!”

If Job was kept in the dark about these things, it could only have been because the
personal knowledge of Satan, this breathtakingly cunning and powerful enemy of his soul, would
simply have been too terrifying, too searing a knowledge for any human being to have carried
with them. Certainly not without at the same time having the full revelation of the saving victory
of Jesus Christ on the cross and of His ascent to the right hand of the Father. The New Testament
refers to the Satan asa roaring lion—it does not say he wasa roaring lion, only that he is acting
like one—seeking to devour those he can. Obviously, he is a fraud. He is walking asa roaring
lion and does not have the ability to devour everyone he choosego devour—only those he can
devour. Words mean something!

The Question of Jehovah

The Lord knew very well what the adversary’s feverish roaming back and forth in the
earth meant! He also knew it was not going to benefit anyone, especially any faithful servants of
God. He also would not settle for the insolent vagueness of Satan. Yet neither does He lose His
temper. Instead, the Lord sharpens the focus of the conversation with a provocative gibe of His
own, saying, “Have you considered my servant Job?” Or, as one translation says, “Have you set
your heart on my servant Job?” . . . “There is no one on earth like him. He is blameless and
upright, a man who fears God and shuns anything evil.” It is almost as if the Lord addressed the
insolent kid by saying, “You ought to try hanging around with Job. Now there is a kid who
knows the meaning of respect.”

“There 1s no one on earth like him. He is blameless and upright, a man who fears God
and shuns anything evil.” What a testimony of Job! No one like him in all the earth! Did the Lord
actually mean what he said? | know I touched on this above, but the Lord declared that Job was
the ripest, most mature, and choicest servant of God. From this one statement, it is clear the Lord
considered Job to be the best among every one of his time who sought to serve Him in integrity
of heart and life.

Praise from your friends or coworkers is one thing, but the praise that comes from
Heaven is quite another. We have already seen that Job was great among men, but that is nothing
compared to the fact that he is also great in eyes of God. Job would have been in the top ten,
perhaps, of the finest human beings that have ever lived, and without this fact firmly in mind, the
rest of the story will be out of focus.

This verse leaves no doubt that Job really was a “blameless and upright” man and that
this was not simply the subjective opinion of the author of the book. Job’s righteousness was a
divinely attested fact and from the very beginning it is the Lord Himself—not Job or any other
human being—who sets out to justify this man and to establish his innocence. On top of that, this
is not a defensive reaction on the Lord’s part, but an offensive initiative. The Lord issues the first
challenge, the first taunt, by aggressively boasting to Satan about Job.



The impeccable righteousness of Job is the very core of the book, the linchpin if you will,
on which the entire plot hangs. God’s praise for Job is so open and lavish, and His backing so
unqualified, that if at any point in the ensuing struggle we are tempted to question the integrity of
Job’s faith (as his friends do, relentlessly), it will not really be Job we are questioning, but the
Lord.

I don’t know about you but I find something shocking about this. Something almost flatly
unacceptable—that the holy and awesome Creator of the universe would declare that He does not
even find the slightest fault in a mere man (a man obviously flawed). Also, that this same God
would then deliberately set out to defend this man against all detractors. Yet, right here lies the
unsearchable mystery of the gospel. The same condition of imputed, impeccable righteousness is
an established fact for every believer in the Messiah of God (whether before Christ’s actual
coming or after it). Moreover, Job, as we will see, was undoubtedly a believer in the coming
Christ.

In Christian terms, we say that God ““sees” believers as being righteous, even though we
are not, because He sees us “in Christ.” When He looks at us, He does not see our sin and
ugliness, but Jesus. Yet how can this be? Does it make any real sense? Well, yes. Consider for a
moment the analogy of a garden sown with seeds. No one sees these seeds; they are hidden in the
ground. Although, the gardener knows they are there, so he tends them, waters them, fertilizes
the soil, and perhaps even builds a fence around his little plot. Anyone who had no knowledge of
plants would think the gardener was crazy, lavishing all his attention on an empty, barren patch
of ground. The mystery is that, although the seeds are of little value to all but the gardener, he
cherishes them as much as if they had already produced the full crop he is expecting from them.
While seeds in their ungerminated state may appear virtually worthless, they are precious to him
because he knows their potential. Inside those tiny little seeds contain the blueprint of perfection.
So itisin our lives, in the eyes of our Father! | do not fully understand it, but each of us can
enjoy it and live life more abundantly because of it.

Considering the Trial

Many people have a real problem with the whole story of Job. Some argue that God
never should have allowed the extreme hardships to happen or they claim that Job was the cause
of the whole tragedy. Others contend that he was simply a “pawn in the chess game of life.” One
commentator views it as a cosmic dual of good and evil.

My design in this study is for us simply to examine the story and see what we can learn
and apply in our own lives.

As I'look around, I see many of God’s people in the furnace of trial. Do not get me
wrong, it is not always, as the letter to the Hebrews describes, a trial of mocking and scourging . .
. of bonds and imprisonment. All I know for sure is that they are in fiery furnaces made
exceedingly hot. Yes, many of these tests and trials could be similar those listed in the letter to
the Hebrews or to the sufferings of Job. Then again, they may be an emotional crisis so intense
they sweat drops of blood like Jesus in the Garden.

There are times in each of our lives when life does not make sense any more. All of Hell
seems to be on our backs. We are filled with guilt, doubt, low self-esteem and defeat. These
thoughts occupy every waking moment. During these times, we can give up or remember who
Jesus is. Hardships will either cripple us or cause our roots to grow deeper and stronger.

Thomas Paine said it so well:



“I love the man who can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from
distress, and grow brave by reflection. ‘Tis the business of little minds to shrink;
but he whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct, will
pursue his principles unto death.”

My hope in writing this study is to reach anyone who is walking with the Lord in
integrity of heart and loyal obedience to what they sincerely believe to be His will and purpose
for their lives. This study is to those who are doing everything that they know to do—and yet
find themselves in such a fiery trial they are confused and disillusioned.

| am not trying to give you a minute exegesis of the text. | will let the Scholars do that. |
only want to give an outline from the experiential standpoint and give it in simplicity to anyone
who can benefit from it.

I think the biggest mistake we make with the story of Job is looking only at his physical
suffering or his financial loss. As you will see in Chapter 29, his greatest loss, or at least what he
thinks is lost, is his relationship with the Lord and his service for the Lord. He barely even
mentions the loss of his children.

Forget about his physical suffering. Maybe your trial is internal, focused on your attitudes
or emotions. It might be a purging of your will or desires. The Lord will test and try you on your
greatest need. Something a friend reminded me of is how the Lord will always test you
concerning your obedience to His Word. Satan, however, always tempts you to disobey God’s
Word.

There comes a time in the life of every fervent believer when the very foundations in our
lives are shaken; times for us to either hang on to heaven or fall into destruction; times for us to
anchor our faith in the Rock of God’s Word or to lose all hope. It may come from pressures from
without, or tremendous struggles within. These may be troubles and difficulties we did not
anticipate, possibly a time of disillusionment when it seems we have given more to God than we
are receiving.

Have you ever felt that “it wasn’t supposed to be this way!”? “That’s not the way my TV
preacher told me it would be. If I ever saw him in person I’d cram these tapes down his throat.” |
am talking about honest, gut-level pain. Please realize, though, there are times when the Lord’s
answer will simply direct you to be patient. His plan is in place, just trust Him.

Sometimes it may feel as though He is silent, but do not confuse that with indifference or
you will really be miserable and miss His best for your life. If you give up when you do not
understand, you will reject His caring, steadfast love and cut yourself off from your only real
hope of deliverance. That is of course exactly what Satan is hoping you do—give up, pack it in
and quit. That was the whole purpose in his attacks against Job.

The Lord said that He will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap, and He will purify
His priests and refine them.

What form this refining and purifying takes is totally in His hands. | do not know what
He is doing with you or in your life, but I do know His desire is for you to become identified
with His suffering and to be conformed to His image. Whatever it is that is standing in the way
will be burned away!

| also realize that if you have never tasted of this type of work being done in your life,
you may as well put this study down now because it will not mean a thing to you. It may even
make you a little mad. Just put it away until the Lord speaks to you to pick it up again. Beware
though, if you are lead to consider this study it means one of two things: either He is preparing



you for some trials that lay ahead of you, or you are currently in the midst of fiery trials and are
not learning the lesson very well.

The Lord’s Evaluation

Okay, so what about this man, Job? The verses tell us there was no one like Job in all the
earth, according to the Lord and it is obvious that the prince of darkness held a similar opinion.
To him, Job was a city set on a hill that could not be hid. Of all men, Job could not live or die
unto himself. His fall would be the stumbling block for many. There is no doubt that because of
this he became a central target for Satan, someone that he had indeed set his heart on with
unceasing thought and fiendish plans to steal, kill and destroy.

Also, understand the attacks had absolutely nothing to do with Job, the man. It was his
soul Satan was after. It was his faith and integrity of heart that was under attack.

Satan did not say, “Take away his wealth, because he has too much.” He said, “Take it
away and he will renounce you.” Satan could not care less about Job’s wealth, or health, or
family. It was Job’s devotion and love for the Lord that irritated Satan.

I think the clearest illustration of this truth is seen in Mark 4:14-20. Specifically verse 15,
when Jesus said, “Satan comes immediately to take away the Word that was sown.” Notice it
was the Word he was after, not the soil. In fact, verse 17 clearly says that the adversity comes
because of the Word that was sown! You, in and of yourself, mean nothing to Satan. Your
devotion and your faith are what he hates. It is the good fight of faith we are to fight.

Proverbs 24:10 says, “If you faint in the day of adversity your faith was weak.” One
translation says that your faith was shallow (or insincere). The Living Bible says it even plainer
when it says you are a poor specimen if you can’t stand the pressure of adversity. OUCH!

I have heard it rightly said that you could judge a man’s commitment by how much of a
storm it would take before he gave up and quit. That being true, we can see the immense
confidence the Lord has in His servant Job.

One of my favorite stories is John Bunyan’s classic, Pi | gr i mo.¢nthBstooygr e s s
Young Christian, the hero of the tale, faces many hardships and terrible troubles, yet with
undaunted faith andommitmenthe continues on his journey to the City of Zion. At one point
he faces a foul fiend ... named Apollyon. After some discourse between them, they push into a
battle. Finally, poor Christian was wounded, bruised and knocked down to the point that he
began to despair of life. Reaching for his Sword one more time, he yelled out “Don’t rejoice over
me, O my Enemy! When I fall, I shall arise;” and with that gave Apollyon a deadly thrust.

Maybe we need to have such tenacity. Such boldness. At the end of the story is a poem
that was set to music by a former Pastor of mine. He called it The Pilgrim Songnd the lyrics go
like this:

He who would Valiantd, against all disaster;
Let him in constancy follow the master.
Thereds no discouragement shall
his first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.
Though foes beset him around with dreadful stories;
they but themselves confound, His stthribe more is.
though he with giants fight he shall make good his right to be a pilgrim.
Since, Lord, thou do defend us with your Spirit;
We know we, at the end, shall life inherit.
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Thereds no discouragement shal
our first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.

You see brothers and sisters, when we face our trials, large or small, we can settle for
lukewarm, diluted faith—or we can seek the real thing: the type of faith that never gives up on
it’s “first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.”

Satan’s Evaluation

The Lord asked Satan if he had considered his man Job and Satan’s answer proved that
he had indeed considered Job at every angle. He was prepared with his answer when he quickly
replied, “Does Job fear God for nothing?”

You can almost see the sneer on his face as, true to his character, he throws doubt on the
integrity of Job’s motives in being “blameless and upright” and “abstaining from everything
evil.” Satan claims Job follows God because of all that he receives from Him. It has nothing to
do with how great God is.

That’s nothing new, though. Satan did the same thing to Eve when he convinced her God
was being unfair and “holding out” on them when he withheld the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge: “Hey, God knows that when you eat that fruit your eyes will be opened. In fact,
you’ll be like God yourself, knowing all about good and evil.” His tactics haven’t changed a bit
today. He still tells people that there is always a selfish motive at the back of all service to God.
“They’re all out for the money!” “They’re all crooks!” Disinterested and unselfish love and
devotion, whether from God toward his people or from his people toward God, is beyond Satan’s
understanding as well as those under his power. To the world, Christian devotion and
commitment is foolishness and His followers are simply a bunch of morons. | have never
expected understanding from the world, only judgment and ridicule.

Satan claims to have proof to his accusations because Jehovah had “put a hedge around
him (Job), his household and everything he has.” You know that the prince of darkness was
speaking out of experience because he must have met that Divine environment on whatever side
he had tried to attack the servant of God. Satan must have been walking around chomping at the
bit for a chance to break through that hedge God placed around this “man of God.”

On top of that, Satan also complains that God not only put a hedge around Job and
protected him, but He had “blessed the work of his hands, and increased his substance in the
land.”

In Satan’s view, what opportunity did Job have to prove the authenticity and sincerity of
his devotion? Sure, the Lord could see his heart and knew he was loyal to the core, but who else
could believe it when all they saw was prosperity and blessing on every side?

Very few Christians experience such an outpouring of disasters as those Job has.
However, that does not mean an ordinary person, going through ordinary struggles and setbacks
of life cannot identify with him. Think about it, Job in his suffering is essentially a figure like
Christ on the cross. He is a person with whom everyone can identify with in spite of his absolute
uniqueness. We do not have to have nails driven into our hands and feet to know what a cross is.
A cross is a cross. To be crushed is to be crushed. Countless people have committed suicide with
far less provocation than Job had, and what to one person seems a feather is to another a
millstone. Even feathers, when blown about by the Devil, can stir up quite enough trouble of
their own.

When Jesus said, “Each day has enough trouble of its own,” He was talking about
everyone’s day. Yet, who hasn’t caught themselves wishing that they could fight more
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glamorous battles than the ones they actually face? As asinine as it sounds, | have. | have
foolishly challenged the troubles to come. “Come on Devil, give me your best shot.” Glamour is
one of Satan’s great drawing cards. However, in reality, what good is it to beat the Devil at
cancer only to lose out to the common cold? It is just as important to beat him at the corner store
as in the concentration camp.

There can also be a dangerous false humility (in other words, spiritual pride) in saying, “I
really have nothing to complain about, especially when 1 think about so-and-so or with all the
starving children in the world.” The real question is whether I myself, in my own unique set of
circumstances, am giving glory and thanks to God from my heart. If I am not, then it doesn’t
make any difference whether the problems | face are big or little. Even the smallest of
complaints can spoil fellowship with God. Just one. We see this principle plainly illustrated in
marriage. Just one unresolved tension, just one episode of stubbornness, just one dirty sock or
unmowed lawn can be enough to provoke a bitter argument. The point is not how big or how
little the problem is; the point is the quarrel itself, the wrecked relationship. The point is whether
one’s own particular burden is being borne in the bitterness and pride of the flesh, or in the grace
of God.

So, quit being trapped into comparing lots, whether in terms of troubles or of blessings.
As Paul put it, “Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without
comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his own load.” Whatever our
trials are, we are not to begrudge them; but we also should not make the opposite mistake of
underestimating or belittling them. Jesus did not sing happy, joyous choruses on the cross; He
hung there and suffered.

The Challenge

“But I'll tell you what,” Satan continued, “if you stretch out your hand and strike
everything he has, he will curse you to your face.”

You almost think that he had this challenge in mind when he first entered the Lord’s
chamber. It is obvious that he had set his heart on Job. He had surveyed that hedge from every
angle, going around and around, trying to find a way in. As long as Job had kept his heart right
before the Lord and stayed within that hedge, Satan had no way of reaching him. If he could just
get that hedge removed, he knew he could make this so-called “Godly man” fall and curse God
to His face. If he could just get at him, he could break him one way or another.

This rebel archangel had once tried to exalt his throne above the stars of God. He dared to
claim, “I will be like the Most High.” However, because of his pride and presumption he was
cast down. If he, who had once been “perfect in beauty . . . a daystar and son of the morning,”
could fall from his high estate and become the archenemy of God, then he knew he could bring
down this Son of Adam with him. The fact that Job was able to walk with God in loyal trust and
obedience infuriated him and was more than he could endure.

Boldly he challenges the integrity of Job in the full assembly of the council of heaven,
saying, “Put your money where your mouth is. You say he is upright and true to you and his
devotion is sincere. Well, prove it. Strike everything he has and he will cease to serve you and
will renounce his allegiance to you—not in secret—but to your face!”

What else could the Lord do but accept the challenge and allow His servant to be put to
the test? To me this proves the Lord’s utmost confidence in Job. The council of heaven has heard
the Lord’s estimation of Job as well as the insinuating sneer of the accuser of the brethren as to
Job’s integrity. I am sorry if you have a problem with this, but this accusation cannot be
overlooked. The Word of the Lord is at stake here. That is what is brought into question now!
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The loyalty of Job will be proved! All of heaven will know that Jehovah can be loved and
worshipped for Himself, even by a Son of Adam.

The challenge of God’s Word is the point of everything that has taken place from age to
age. Satan started it and took one third of the angels with him. His original challenge took place
in the realm of the spirit, and God created the realm of the flesh to prove His Word and love.
During Jesus’ life in the realm of the flesh, he remained true to God’s Word and beat the
challenger of God’s Word.

With joy, the adversary sees the challenge accepted. The hedge around Job is removed by
the words: “Very well then. Everything he has is in your hands,

“So Satan went forth . . .”

The Adversary’s Devices

“It all fell on a day...”

Those few, brief words give us a very vivid description of the enemy’s attack on Job’s
possessions. His plan had been carefully thought out with all the skill and cunning that he had
developed since he tempted Eve in the garden.

Job had to be taken totally unaware and with full guns aimed at once. It would be during
the immense pressure of sudden loss that he would be forced to an impulsive renunciation of
God. In Luke 4:13 it says, “When the Devil had finished all this tempting, he left [Jesus] until an
opportune time.” It is the timing of the Devil’s attacks, as much as the magnitude of them, that
can crush us. The character of man is revealed in the hour of sudden and overwhelming crisis.
With absolutely no time for recollection or analyzing, what is in the heart will suddenly break
out, especially under the pressure of great anguish and pain.

Also, times of great celebration and rejoicing are times when men are generally off guard,
and bad news in the midst of a party is always more appalling.

The time is carefully chosen by the subtle adversary. On a day of feasting, a messenger
comes to Job to tell him that the Sabeans have suddenly taken all his cattle away and killed all of
the servants with no one left except the messenger.

Before he finishes speaking, another man shows up with news that all Job’s sheep and
servants were burned up by fire from heaven. Immediately a third messenger arrives to tell Job
that his camels were ripped off and those servants killed, too.

I don’t know if it has sunk in yet, but all of that news meant utter ruin for Job as far as
earthly substance is concerned. His entire world caved in overnight. That is like telling Howard
Cunningham on Happy Days that his hardware store burned down and everything was gone. Or
telling Donald Trump all of his real estate holdings collapsed. On top of that, | am positive Job
was not in the good hands of Allstate.

The coincidence of everything happening at the same time and each group of servants
killed except the one to tell the news, should have alerted Job that more than natural causes lay
behind these sudden blows. Anyone who walks with God learns to understand and recognize the
supernatural powers that lie behind the surface of things in daily life.

There was a time when the Lord instructed my wife and | to move to Ann Arbor to be a
part of an Ecumenical Christian community. When we arrived, everything seemed to be going
against us: We still owned property in Kalamazoo and our mortgage payments were lost because
of “computer errors” several months in a row. We were getting threatening collection notices
from a credit bureau for a $15 medical bill we did not know anything about. (It ended up being
from a year prior and previously paid by insurance.) We were getting cancellation notices on our
car insurance, again because of “computer errors.” We paid off a loan from a credit union, and
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they applied the funds to a different account. Consequently, we were getting overdue notices on
the loan we thought had been paid off.

While building a new house, every day brought another problem. For example, after the
builder laid the foundation, one neighbor complained our house was too close to the lot line, (9
inches to be exact). The township supervisor settled the matter in our favor, but that was after we
went ahead and shortened our house nine inches. Another neighbor brought a lawsuit due to
flooding on his property. The flooding was due improper grading on both of our lots and the land
surrounding our lots, but because we were the last to build, he held us responsible. The lawsuit
brought against us was decided in our favor, but only after spending $3,000 in attorney fees and
another $5,000 in attempts at resolving the grading problem. Because of all the re-grading, we
had $23,000 worth of damages to repair on our new house.

Later, my daughter became ill with a viral infection and spent 4 days in the hospital. One
of our twins developed a large lump on one arm resembling a tumor and required surgery.

That is only the beginning of the problems we encountered. We have lived in this house
since 1987 and the end of the year 2002 was the first peaceful period we have experienced. |
could list many other examples of problems, mistakes, misunderstandings and torments that have
plagued us.

At one point, the situation was so intense and continuous we were ready to give up and
move back to Kalamazoo. It is so easy to miss the source of all of our trials, to pass them off as
coincidence or happenstance, just bad luck. All of us fall into the same mentality at times. We
become so overwhelmed we forget to discern the cause of our troubles and to seek wisdom from
our only hope of rescue. Fortunately, we realized what was really happening and we
strengthened our determination to stay put!

Let me say something right here that is very important. When | say that we strengthened
our determination to stay, | am not saying that we simply set our wills to put up with the attacks
that were coming against us. We did not simply acquiesce to the storms of life. There is a big
difference between Job’s situation and our position as believers today. First, we can look back at
Job and learn from his mistakes, and he does make them. We can also view our situation from a
higher vantage point than Job had. Job was oblivious to the spiritual warfare going on around
him. Granted, in this story we will find that Job catches occasional glimpses of that warfare, but
it is not a deep-seated reality of his life.

Paul taught that we are not to be unaware of the devil’s devices. We are told to stand
strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. To put on the full armor of God in order to
stand firm against the schemes of the devil. We are also to take up the shield of faith in order to
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one.

The scriptures compare believers to an eagle. The Bible states “those who trust in the
Lord will renew their strength” (with the literal understanding being they will exchange their
weakness for His strength). “They will soar on wings like eagles . . .” (Isaiah. 40:31).

| have heard it said that eagles build their nests in the highest places of rocky clefts. Their
homes are secure and unmovable, regardless of the storms that come against them. When a storm
is moving in, they leave their nest and face head-on into the wind. They will lock their wings in a
climb position so that when the storm hits, they are flown above it until the storm passes.
Certainly, the storms are going to hit, but the eagle is untouched and his home is secure in the
midst of it, too.

In a sense, that’s what Patrice and I did: we exchanged our weakness for God’s strength.
We battled with the spirits trying to hinder us and drive us back from fulfilling God’s purpose
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and plan for our lives. However, be aware that this battling is not a “one time and it’s over” deal.

It is a way of life! It is a daily struggle with flesh and a sincere fight of faith. Yes, many times the
battle gets burdensome and frustrating. Decide right now if you are going continue to fight or roll
over and let the Devil have his victory? Make what we used to call a “Quality Decision!” That is

a decision you will not and can not back down from.

In the case of Job, this touching of his possessions did not end his torment. The devil
reserved his keenest blow for the last.

Job hardly had time to realize that all his wealth was gone when one more messenger
arrives to tell him that in the midst of a party. A strong wind struck the house his children were
in and killed them all.

“They are dead!”

This is the hardest blow of all, and its effect on Job is what the subtle foe has been
counting on. How would Job react? All of his wealth stripped away and then, suddenly, his
children swept away without warning!

“Then Job got up . . . fell to the ground and worshipped the Lord.”

Job could never have realized the cloud of witnesses looking on! What sympathy and joy
there must have been in the heart of God for Job’s faithfulness! In all of this adversity, Jehovah
was not the adversary. He was not the one that afflicted Job. Yet, Job had stood the test. The
adversary was defeated. Instead of rebellion, Job had worshipped God. All hell broke loose
against him but still Job was firmly fixed on God. In one moment, his anchored soul clung to the
only refuge he knew. He had torn his robe and shaved his head to show his deep sorrow and
horrible grief, but in his hour of trial, his spirit worshipped the God who had given him life!

“In all of this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” Job instantly confessed
that he did not really possess anything of his own. The Lord had given him his wealth. By
making the continual burned offerings for his children, he was, by faith, laying his children
before the Lord. He had nothing except what the Lord had given him; he was born with nothing
and would take nothing out. The Lord had given him everything and the Lord had the sovereign
right to take it all away! Whichever He did, Job would bless the name of the Lord.

Everybody wants to criticize Job. Some feel he is self-righteous, lacks faith, or had a
defeatist attitude. Some charge that Job did not have any faith otherwise this would never have
happened to him. Yet, it was because of his faith that all these things happened to him. The Lord
had already declared there was “no one on earth like him; . . . blameless and upright, a man who
fears God and shuns evil.” In addition, we know that without faith it is impossible to please God!

The most amazing thing about this is how worship is the initial response of Job; it is the
spontaneous reaction to tragedy that simply wells up out of his heart. This type of response is
foreign to us. Under similar circumstances, worship does not come to a person naturally or
spontaneously, it is a practiced response, the fruit of a long faith and discipline. Job could never
have reacted as he did unless he had been practicing for this moment all his life.

| wonder if we would have fallen on our knees and worshipped the Lord. There are some
who waiver and are ready to renounce the Lord if their BMW stalls on the highway. Some feel
they are going through great testing because they do not have enough money to pay their
monthly bill for their cable TV or are angry with the Lord because they cannot afford a
microwave oven. Yet millions of people cannot even afford one meal a week, let alone the
luxury of watching MTV or | Love Lucy reruns.

How much of a storm will it take to make you fall? Job lost everything and still
worshipped the Lord! Not only that, he did not have the insight as to the accusations made by
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Satan concerning his integrity. He had no idea he was being put to the test. All he could feel was
the pain in the aftermath of the attack.

| know people who feel they are going through great testing because they do not have
enough money to pay their monthly bill for their cable TV or are angry with the Lord because
they cannot afford a microwave oven. Yet millions of people cannot even afford one meal a
week, let alone the luxury of watching MTV or | Love Lucy reruns.

Take careful note of the attitude of heart in which Job’s words of worship were offered.
In the midst of this turmoil and grief, Job certainly did not have a peaceful spirit nor was he filled
with some kind of spiritual joy. No, he was as broken and cast down as a man can be. Granted,
he apparently had the presence of mind to shear off all his hair and then take a straight razor and
drag it across his scalp (no easy task, | can imagine). However, if Job’s hand was uncannily
steady, it certainly was not from being cool and collected. Rather, | believe from being in a state
of shock.

| am puzzled. Can true worship really transpire when the heart is broken and the mind
shocked and dulled with horror? Is there any place in worship for bitter tears and wailing? Just
one chapter later we will hear Job groan, “May the day of my birth perish.” Has his worship
ceased by this point? Has mere self-pity overtaken him? On the other hand, can groaning be a
part of worship too?

Think of Mary at the foot of the cross: was it a sweet and mystical experience for her to
stand there and watch her son die? Maybe years later, looking back on the day, she had more
tender feelings. However, at the time, surely, it was hellish. I believe that is how it will be for us
whenever we make, in our daily lives, direct contact with the cross. It is marvelous to meditate
on the cross and to be flooded with peace and joy. Although, that is the Holy Spirit showing us
the effects of the cross; it is not the cross itself. It is wonderful to be filled with mystical rapture
at the thought of Calvary. My question, though, is how will it be for us the moment the rough
wood touches our flesh and the nail bites. Real worship has less to do with offering sacrifices
than with being a sacrifice.” Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God,” urges Paul, “for this is your spiritual worship.”
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A review of Job’s character

Chapter 2

“... he was commended as one who pleaseatl. G&
—Hebrews 11:5

A Time for Reflection

One of the most important aspects of this story is to fully grasp the spiritual character of
this man called Job. | want to take time out to review and expand on our understanding of Job. I
realize | have covered this above, but it is so important to fully comprehend who this man was.
As we read above, he was a man that was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned
evil. As the story unfolds, it becomes clear that he was called a perfect or blameless man, simply
in the sense of being whole-hearted and sincere in his loyalty to God.

He was not of a double heartin other words, he was not trying to serve two masters,
God and himself. This whole-hearted loyalty to God made him upright in his life before men. He
feared God and consequently shunned evil.

I John 5:20 says, “. . . He has given us understandingo that we may know him who is
true.” The understanding John refers to is the same as the Old Testament’s “fear of the Lord.” In
other words, this is referring to an intuitive knowledge of God’s will—God’s heart—springing
out of a close fellowship with God Himself. This is the natural outgrowth of an intimate
relationship, a sharing of heart-with-heart. Job had this fear of the Lord to a marked degree and
consequently, he abstained from anything evil. The one was an obvious result of the other.

The more intimate our relationship with the Father grows, and the more sensitive we
become to His will and mind, the more we see the “sinfulness of sin;”” the more sensitive we
become to grieving the Lord.

In the Song of Solomon, as the maiden is drawn into the King’s chambers, she cries out,
“do not stare at me because I am dark.” She was referring to the sinfulness that is glaringly
exposed by the Holiness and bright, blinding light of the King. Isaiah cried, “Woe to me! I am
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips . . . for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
John the Beloved “fell at his feet as though dead” when he saw the resurrected Lord.

The more intimate your relationship becomes, the more you develop a godly awe of Him
and dread to grieve Him. Even the most minute sin will grieve your own heart; it will cause you
to cry out for forgiveness and righteousness.

The beauty of Job’s fear of the Lord is the fact it is carried out in practice and not simply
given lip service. He doesn’t only avoid anything evil so far as he knew a thing to be evil, he also
has an instinctive consciousness of the need for sacrifice, or the shedding of blood, for the
remission of sin—even sin of ignorance. It’s almost as if he anticipated the law given many years
later to Israel: “If a person sins or does what is forbidden in any of the Lord’s command, even
t hough he dleeguitpand wikl hedneld respansible.”

Job knew the Lord in all of His splendor and holiness. Because of his love and respect, he
had a hatred of sinning against Him. Every morning Job would rise early to offer sacrifice to God
on behalf of his children. He did this just in case they went beyond the limit of restraint in any
degree, had a thought of evil in their minds, or blasphemed God in their hearts.

17



Many view this as a weakness on Job’s part. “Where is his confidence in his children?” I
hear them say. Or, “Where is his faith in God’s mercy?”

I can’t accept either of those arguments. What we see here is Job’s deep love and concern
for his children as well as a glimpse into his knowledge of God. He understood that remission
was needed even for a momentary forgetfulness of the presence of God, and that forgiveness was
only available through a sacrifice.

You have to understand that to Job, God was preeminently the God of righteousness, the
God of moral perfection. In these days, the majority of people assume God to be a vague,
easygoing benevolent being, and it is difficult to appreciate Job’s heart. If you think about it, that
was Paul’s problem when he was trying to explain the wonder of God’s solution to our sin.

If we are prepared to grant the absolute moral perfection of God, eternally aflame with
positive goodness, truth, and beauty, we can perhaps understand that any form of sin or evil
cannot approach God without instant dissolution. This is as inevitable as, for example, the
destruction of certain germs by the light of the sun.

How then, asks Paul, can man who has failed and, moreover, sinned deliberately, ever
approach God or hope to share in His timeless existence?

Well, the first method that God offered was the Law. If men would fully obey the law of
God, they would be free from taint and able to approach God safely. Unfortunately, as Paul
points out at some length in the letter to the Roman Church, men have signally failed to keep
either the Law revealed to the Jews or the universal moral law of human conscience. If they have
broken all the laws or only a few, they have failed and are guilty. They can’t even do anything to
remove their guilt. The Law, which was meant to be a signpost pointing to God, became nothing
but a warning sign. That is the crux of Paul’s problem, and of Job’s.

The joy of the gospel is that God finally meets this deadlock by sending His Son, not to
judge the world, but so that the world would be saved through Him, and whoever would believe
in Him would not perish but have eternal life. It has now become a matter of believing and not
achieving.

The fact that this offering of sacrifices for his children was Job’s regular custom shows
his fear of God was not sporadic, or occasional, when under some great pressure, but was a
deeply rooted principal of his life governing all his actions.

As a father of four, | know the importance of praying daily for my children. Every day it
is important to offer a sacrifice, a prayer of intercession for my wife and kids. 1 do not do this
because of a lack of faith, “Well, maybe the Lord didn’t hear me yesterday.” No, I pray because I
need the wisdom and leadership from my Father on how to care for my family.

In short, Job’s one and only aim was to be true to God, upright in life, and clear of all that
might be evil in God’s eyes, both for his family and himself. Job’s fear of God and walk of
integrity before Him has to be clearly recognized or you will never understand the meaning of
this trial. As I said, from Satan’s viewpoint Job was a city set on a hill that could not be hid. He
could not live or die unto himself.

You see the same thing in our day. People wait expectantly for one of the religious
leaders to fall. They rejoice when a believer is knocked down a few pegs. First, the religious
leaders are ridiculed and scorned; people hate their message and consider them oddballs and
kooks. In truth, the message is what threatens them. When a preacher gives a message against a
particular sin, people are offended (read embarrassed and guilty). So rather than confess the sin
and seek redemption—they persecute the messenger. When that preacher falls . . . they are off
the hook, so to speak. “See, he’s a fake too! He preaches good, but even he can’t live up to it.”
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Now, there is one issue that has not been addressed yet. How do we handle the suffering
of the world, those who refuse to follow the Lord? In addition, what about those who profess to
be Christians yet have no hunger for holy living? We all know there are many within our
churches that attend every Sunday, yet during the rest of the week follow the desires of their
lower nature and satisfy the lusts of their flesh.

| have always told my church there is one way to tell the difference between true
believers and those just hanging around. Those with the life of Christ in them are not trying to
get-away-with sin; they are trying to get-away-fromsin. How can we be sure that we belong to
Him? Simply by looking within ourselves: are we really trying to do what he wants; is our heart
intent on obedience and love? You will always find someone out there saying, “I’m a Christian; I
am on my way to heaven; I belong to Christ.” Nevertheless, if he does not do what Christ tells
him to, he is a liar. On the other hand, those who do what Christ tells them to will learn to love
God, and be drawn ever closer. That is the way to know whether you are a Christian. John the
Beloved wrote in his first letter, “No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who
continues to sin has either seen him or known him.” So how can you tell the difference from the
chastening of the Lord and the retribution of our sins? How can we tell if we are under some
intense test or simply reaping what we have sown? Proverbs 19:3, from the Message, says,
“People ruin their lives by their own stupidity, so why does GOD always get blamed?” Just
because you have been fighting cancer or having constant financial struggles is not an indication
the Lord is putting you through a severe trial or test. Although, He is there for you any time to
rescue you from those obstacles. But you need to ask a simple question: where is your heart?
Only you can judge the purpose and intent of the suffering. Will you react with a yearning for
understanding or rebel in anger? Have you been living a life of sin or one in the pursuit of
holiness?

Nakedness

Job knew one of the great secrets of faith: the believer in God is to have no emotional ties
to the things of the world. The true believer has voluntarily abdicated all rights. He freely accepts
the status of a bond slave and no longer lays claim to any earthly goods, whether it is “house or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields.” These are the sort of things Job has
just lost, and yet his initial response to their loss is not bitter complaint, or mere acquiescence,
but adoration.

Every day we see people fighting and lobbying under the banner of Christianity for all
sorts of human rights and freedoms, both personal and political. To what extent the Bible
actually recognizes such rights is a complex question. In terms of individual spirituality, at least,
the mature Christian knows he has no right even to the shirt on his back. We could take it even
further to say he really has no right to his next meal, let alone the right to vote, to have a pension,
or to get eight hours of sleep every night. Strictly speaking, the servant of Christ does not even
have a right to his own private thoughts and feelings, whether they are good, bad or indifferent.
As the Lord pointedly put it to a sulking Jonah, “Have you any right to be angry?” Our very
being is to be subject to the direction of our Lord.

The fact is Christians have given up the rights in one kingdom in favor of another. They
have released their hold on this world’s elaborate system of amenities and expectations, in order
to embrace something infinitely higher. Jim Elliot rightfully said, “He is no fool who gives up
what he can not keep, to gain what he can not lose.”

In practice, this letting go can be a delicate process. As citizens of the Kingdom of
Heaven, we certainly have rights, but what we do not have are worldly rights. “Were you a slave
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when you were called? Don’t let it trouble you,” advises Paul—though at the same time he
hastens to add, “If you can gain your freedom, do so.” Worldly freedom, in other words, may be
a good thing for the Christian, but it is not an entitlement. The children of God have the Lord’s
own promise that “I will pay you whatever is right”; yet what is right has to be calculated not in
earthly terms but in heavenly. As Jesus taught, “Any of you who does not give up everything he
has cannot be my disciple.”

If a Christian insists on having worldly rights and comforts, he is plain and simple, the
same as being a grumbler. He is just like the Israelites who died out there in the desert because
they were continually complaining against God (I Corinthians 10:10). Believers waste so much
time and energy trying to “claim” things that we have no right to claim. Our lot in life is nothing
more than to share the cross of Christ. While we are doing all this “naming” and “claiming,” we
are neglecting to claim the spiritual rights that are properly ours. In our pursuit of worldly
contentment, we forfeit spiritual joy and peace. All too quickly the attractions of this world and
the delights of wealth, and the search for success and lure of nice things come in and crowd out
God’s word from our hearts.

| have already made the point that God not only loves believers, He likes them, too. But
what about our feelings toward Him? If we claim to love God, do we also like Him? Are we
genuinely fond of the Lord? Do we like the way He does things? Do we approve of His methods
of child rearing? Or do we secretly resent Him whenever life does not go our way? Can we enjoy
God, and yet not enjoy the life He has given us, not bless our own unique incarnation in all its
fantastic variety and unpredictability?

We know in our bones that we never had any right to be created in the first place, let
alone redeemed. We know we have no more inherent title to life and its goodness than a dead
man has. For us the coffin lid has already been nailed shut on all the natural joys and privileges
that earth can offer. Knowing this, we are set free to bless the Lord in all circumstances, whether
we find ourselves clothed or naked.

When Adam discovered he was naked, he hid from the Lord. But when Job was faced
with his nakedness he worshipped, and this is what sets the fallen man apart from the redeemed
man. Even Christ, after all, when He came into the world, came naked. He died naked, too. The
Gospels plainly state that soldiers divided Jesus’ garments among them at the foot of the cross,
including His undergarment. The pictures do not usually show this; it is almost as though the
sight of God’s nakedness would be somehow more appalling than His death. In the full Biblical
revelation it is clear, God became not only man, but also man naked and helpless. At both the
beginning and end of the Lord’s earthly life, His bare flesh had to be wrapped in rags like that of
any other poor wretch.
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Covering Job chapters 2, 3

Chapter 3

“Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.
But | have prayed for you, that your faith may not¥ail
—Luke 22:31-32

The Story Goes On...

Once again there was a day when the angels came to present themselves before the Lord
and once again Satan appears in their midst. He is not at all abashed over his failure to prove his
accusations of Job.

You hear a discourse between the Lord and the adversary that is similar to their previous
one. This time, however, the Lord adds that Job “still maintains his integrity, even though you
incited me against him to ruin him without reason.”

That alone should silence all of the Bible commentators that charge Job with the blame
for his troubles. Jehovah declares before His entire council that all of these trials were sent on
Job “without reason.” His confidence in Job’s integrity, and faithfulness to Him, had been
justified. His servant had stood the test! It was fully proved to the accuser that his sneering
insinuation as to Job’s motives in serving God was unfounded.

However, as is always the case, the adversary was not satisfied. He had a new argument:
All the things that had been taken away did not really touch Job himself. They were external
things. Now granted, the children were of his bone and of his flesh, but he knew they also
belonged to God along with all the wealth he had received. Therefore, he surrendered them to
Him, although it was with great pain and sorrow.

If you will remember, though, the Lord prevented Satan from touching Job, himself.
Therefore, as the advocate argues, the case was not proved. The test had not been sufficient
because it is easy to let go of things as long as they do not really touch the individual.

As much as | hate to admit it, | have to be honest and say | can certainly understand his
argument, and | am sure the heavenly hosts standing by could, also. If someone loses a home in a
storm, such as a tornado, they are shocked and dismayed but they go on, possibly to rebuild. |
have heard about many who made bad financial investments and literally lost everything, filed
bankruptcy and left with nothing. Despite their loss, they maintained their general health,
recovered their losses and went on with life.

Certainly, many weak individuals have taken their lives over less, but most would
recover, pick up the pieces and move on, usually stronger and wiser than before.

Howard Ruff, in his book Making Money wrote this in a chapter entitled Going for
Broke:

“We hear a lot of pitiful stories in the “War Room” from people who have been forced
into bankruptcy or who have been defrauded out of large sums of money . . . They are
devastated. Their self-image is shattered, their morale is destroyed and they feel scarred for life .
.. I have learned that failure is not only not the end of the world, but that, when properly
managed, recovery and rehabilitation can become an exhilarating, even euphoric, experience.
There is nothing more exciting than picking yourself up and proving that your failure was merely
a freak happenstance, one of those things that doesn’t need to be explained or excused.”
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In the introduction of the same book, Ruff also confessed that after losing his business,
accumulating a debt of over a half million dollars, and suffering the death of his 21 month-old
son, that “it was at times like that you find out whether or not your beliefs are bone-deep or skin-
shallow.”

This is certainly true when your health is maintained. However, when someone’s health
is taken from them, it is difficult (although not impossible) to stand. It is so easy to be strong and
confident when you are without any pain, but it sure is hard when your flesh is crying out in
agony. Think how listless, and burned out you feel with something as simple as a head cold. Can
you imagine being attacked with sore boils from head to foot?

When it comes to the topic of physical pain, when you are not the one actually
experiencing the pain, you can entertain all kinds of noble theories about it. As long as it is
happening to someone else, pain is just an abstraction, an unfortunate blight on an otherwise
tolerable world. But, boy, oh boy, as soon as the Devil so much as touches your own body the
whole picture changes. At that point suffering becomes an enormous, concrete reality so
overwhelming that it has the power to engulf every thing else.

There are all kinds of examples describing what happens when strong, intelligent, self-
assured people are suddenly caught in the grip of acute pain. Many believers are able, by God’s
grace, to bear enormous burdens of physical pain with dignity and even with joy. On the other
hand, when a smaller degree of pain is applied to another believer, who may be just as godly, it
can be enough to plunge them into depression or make them lose all control and whimper and
scream for mercy. When King Hezekiah was struck with sickness, he “turned his face to the
wall” and “wept bitterly.” He simply could not take it.

Just as in the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, the Devil quotes God’s own law to
Him: eye for eye, tooth for tooth, and “skin for skin.” It is almost as if Satan overheard Job’s
lofty thoughts concerning man’s humble status of utter nakedness before the Lord. Then
determines to take him at his word and make him more naked still, tearing off even his bare flesh
and flaying him alive.

Therefore, Satan proposes a deeper test. “Just touch Job himself and see if he will still
cling to you! See if in the furnace of suffering whether he will renounce his allegiance to you.
Maybe he didn’t serve you because of the gifts you gave, but he still has a clear conscience of a
life void of sin, the inward peace of your presence, the reward of other people’s respect. You
take those things away and he will have nothing left. And he will curse you to your face.”

The Lord looks around, maybe a little disgusted with the accuser’s persistence, but says
“Very well, then, he’s in your hands; but you must spare his life.”

The Second Attack

Well, he got the permission to attack Job, “So Satan went forth” and used his license to
the limit.

Actually, I think that during a time of prosperity, when things are going well, you do not
know how much you really are able to endure. | believe people are able to withstand and even
conquer more than they give themselves credit. | have seen my wife, Patrice, endure many
demands that have been placed on her by raising our extremely active twin sons and one
daughter, who was born when her brothers were 18 months old. I’ve seen her hold up under
other pressures: Many times she had to return to our hometown, all of the children in tow, to find
tenants for some rental properties we owned. Another time, | tended things at home while my
wife spent several grueling days with our little girl who, when she was 8 months old, was
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hospitalized for a serious viral illness (you don’t know pain until you have to stand in the
hallway, listening to one of your children scream, while the doctors take a spinal tap).

We have often had people say, “How did you ever do it? I could never have survived.”
We have also said similar things to people when we found out they had two or three sets of
twins, or worse yet, triplets. (We even met a woman who had four sets of twins!) The truth is,
you never really know how much you can handle until you are thrown into it. Job was about to
find out.

Always remember that grace is available when you need it. One error that is propagated
among Christians is the idea that nothing will happen to you without God giving you the strength
to endure it. That is not totally accurate. He will always make it availabld¢o you, but you must
appropriate it. That strength is His grace, which is always available in abundance, but you have
to obtain it. He tells us to come boldly to the throne of grace to find mercy and obtain grace in
your time of need. It does not just come automatically when the time of testing comes. It is
always available for you, but you have to go get it from the Father.

In Job’s case, the adversary could have hit him with a little Influenza, or maybe some
tennis elbow —perhaps even some lower back pain—but no, he attacks him with a most
repulsive, loathsome disease: sore boils from head to foot. He was covered with one universal
inflammation. Some believe it was a form of leprosy called Black Leprosy or Elephantiasis,
because the feet swell like those of an elephant. Without attempting a medical diagnosis of Job’s
condition, just listen to what he says about it at various stages: “My body is clothed with worms
and scabs, my skin is broken and festering;” “My gauntness rises up and testifies against me” . . .
“my face is red with weeping, deep shadows ring my eyes;” “My whole frame is but a shadow;”
“Night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never rest” . . . “My skin grows black and peels; my
body burns with fever.”

Because of the blistering, “Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it
as he sat among the ashes.”

Let me try to explain the scene for you: in the Middle East, as | understand it, the dung is
not mixed with straw as it is here in the west, but instead it is carried in baskets to a place outside
the village where it is usually burned once a month. The rains eventually reduce the ashes to a
solid hill of earth, and the place is used for a watchtower, or a place where people might
congregate for discussions.

That is also where any outcasts with horrible diseases go at night for shelter among the
ashes, which the sun has warmed. In other words, it was a dump.

Job, who was once the greatest man among the people of the East, is found, along with
the beggars and outcasts. His wealth is gone. His children are gone. This is a man who once had
servants to minister to his every wish, and now he has to take a piece of broken pottery and
scrape himself because the sores were too repulsive to touch.

Who could recognize the princely Job, who once sat as chief, who people once looked up
to as the most noble of the men of the East, sitting there among the ashes as some loathsome
object?

On the Ash Heap

Let us think about this some more. Anyone who has ever had a severe skin disorder will
know that it is a sort of thing that can drive a person half-crazy. How pathetic and heart-
wrenching to read about Job having to use a piece of broken pottery to scrape his boils!
Scratching is pointless activity; it only makes the infection worse. Everyone knows this, and yet
we cannot help scratching, almost as if we were condemned to tear ourselves to pieces. This
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reminds me of one of the most terrible prophecies: “This is the plague with which the Lord will
strike the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing
on their feet” (Zechariah 14:12). There isn’t anything more personal to us than our skin. When
skin is diseased, it can be a kind of living death, almost as if the body had been turned inside out.
This is certainly how it used to be viewed. Disease of the skin was equated with disease of the
soul, and anyone afflicted with a skin disease was automatically judged spiritually unclean. The
Hebrew word for “leprosy” was applied not to leprosy alone but to a wide variety of skin
infections, and also more generally to anything that was ceremonially unclean.

This is why, as you will see, when Job’s three friends come to visit him, even before Job
opens his mouth they have already formed a clear opinion as to what his problem is. In their
minds, it is obvious to the whole world that if a man’s body was visibly rotting away, he must be
a sinner! Job’s physical condition puts him in the same class as modern day AIDS patients. The
torment was not just a private one but a public one as well. As terrible as the pain is, even worse
is the shame. Listen to Leviticus 13:45-46: “The person with . . . an infectious skin disease must
wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean!
Unclean!’ as long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live
outside the camp.”

This is exactly what happens to Job: he is banished from society, run out of town on a
rail, treated as an outcast. That’s why the verse makes a point to tell us that he was sitting
“among the ashes” and scratching himself with “broken pottery.” As I said above, where does
one find heaps of ashes and broken pots? At the garbage dump, naturally. Job was not lying at
home in his own comfortable bed between crisp white sheets and being waited on by private
nurses; no, he was where all the other lepers and pariahs would be found, quarantined in the
town dump. At least there, rather than being a burden on society, such people could take care of
one another and scrounge around for their own food; besides, there would be lots of broken
pottery to scratch themselves with. For all we know, even Job’s wife and his friends would have
treated him as untouchable, keeping a safe distance and talking to him through the stench and
drifting smoke, like the poet Dante visiting with the shadows in the Inferno.

As the dialogue between Job and his friends unfolds, we will have to keep in mind this
horrible picture of a reeking dump as the setting in which the long and rather abstract theological
debate takes place. They are not sitting in some elaborate conference room with a multi-million-
dollar church complex. They are not even around a kitchen table. Instead, they were right in the
middle of heaps of ashes, smoldering fires, stench, buzzing flies, scampering rats, piles of rubble,
and all the other junk you find in a dump—not to mention the human ruins.

Job’s Integrity

Evidently, the only one left to Job is his wife, and she must have followed him to the ash
mound outside the village. Do not overlook the pain of Job’s wife; she has also seen all of their
wealth stripped away. She has also experienced the horrible grief of her children’s death.

When a husband and wife are united, they find a measure of strength and mutual comfort
that holds its ground against almost any amount of trouble. Now, with the additional pain of
seeing her husband’s sufferings, she unknowingly lends her mouth to the adversary. Angrily she
says the exact same words that actually passed between the Lord and Satan in the council room:
“Are you still hanging on to your integrity? Curse God and die!”

Many times Satan will plant a thought in someone’s mind. They will make a comment
that in effect attacks you at your weakest spot. You may be making a stand on a particular word
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that the Lord has given you, a particular promise that you need to apply your faith on. They come
up and, unknowingly, try to make you give up or waiver from His promise to you.

How could she know that Job’s integrity was in question? You know Satan must have
had his eyes peeled on Job right now! He was watching to see the effect of this attack.

“Curse God and die!” We never read of anything she said when all the wealth was lost or
of any rebellion over the loss of her children, but now it seems too much to see her husband
suffer. “It would be better for you to be dead than to be in such suffering. The God you have
served so loyally must have forsaken you! Are you still going to persist in blessing the Name of
the Lord? You should rather ‘renounce’ Him—say some word against the Lord—and die.”

Sound familiar? Many times we hear people say, “God can’t be the ‘God of Love’ if He
is going to let someone suffer.” “When the Bible says that God will ‘rescue you out of all your
troubles,’ that really isn’t what it means.” “Obviously God has abandoned you.”

Is it a dangerous thing to fall into the hands of God? Can He be trusted? Why would God
stand back and allow the enemy to bruise His children? “Lord, it isn’t supposed to be this way!”

Others will ask you why you keep praying, “You know God’s not listening.” “You’re
forgotten, you’re nobody, He doesn’t care about you.” “You were better off before you met
God.” Satan specializes in lies, confusion, desperation, and depression. He will move into your
greatest weakness or need and throw his worst in our faces, then sit back to see what will happen.

But Job stood the test!

“You’re talking like a foolish woman,” he says to his anguished wife. “Those words
should never come out of the lips of someone who worships Jehovah. | may not always
understand what’s going on around me, but as far as I’'m concerned, it’s lawful for Him to do
whatever he desires with His own. Have we served Him only from selfish interests? Are we
going to cling to Him only in times of prosperity? Shall we not accept from His hand sorrow and
suffering as well as joy? Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”

Just as when Satan was tempting Jesus in the wilderness, when one approach didn’t work,
he tried another, then another, steadily increasing the pressure, the seductiveness, and the
subtlety of his strategies. Since it did not work to kill off Job’s kids wholesale, when it comes to
his wife, Satan adopts a different tactic: he sows strife and succeeds in turning the couple against
each other. She ridicules his religion, and he calls her a fool. A degree of alienation sets in
which, just in itself, would very likely have been the worst trial these two had ever passed
through in their married life.

It is so easy to blame all of this on the woman and to react to her conduct with horror—as
if it were something surpassingly strange and appalling. Yet, it looks to me to be pretty close to
real life. Most spouses will graciously support their partner through certain degrees of
misfortune, but when the hardships and the complaints drag on and on, even the most saintly
love will reach a breaking point. In the very best and strongest Christian marriages there will
come times when either partner may view the other (however temporarily) as no longer a lovable
or godly person at all, but as a sniveling and self-centered little worm. Married couples make the
vow “for better or for worse.” Then, when it becomes worse and one’s spouse has a nervous
breakdown or contracts some lingering terminal illness, there are few wives or husbands who
will find in themselves a natural desire to keep on being smilingly supportive. Notice | said a
natural desire. There is always an abundance of grace for those who reach out for it. And at
times, that is what Job finds for himself.

Job was in reality a thoroughly surrendered man. “In all this, Job did not sin in what he
said,” because his will was wholly yielded to Him.
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The horrible truth is that many who call themselves children of God, in one way or
another, do indeed serve Him for the good they get in this present world and in the world to
come. Rather than serving Him for Himself alone, and would curse Him to His face if they
experience any trial of significant proportion.

I don’t think anyone has said it better than John White:

“Our quest must be the quest of a suitor, a suitor too blinded by beauty to
descend to calculating self interest; too intoxicated with love to care about the
cost or the consequence of his suit. It must be the love of Mary, sitting at Jesus’
feet, enchanted by his words and grace, but deaf and blind to the frustration and
fuss of her resentful sister (Luke 10:38-42). An enchantment of that sort will not
be broken, nor its pleasures denied.

“It is time we threw spiritual pragmatism out of the window. We come
habitually to God carrying shopping baskets and armed with a checklist of needed
purchases when all the time He wants to put His arms around us and draw us to
Himself. We know no other way. Custom and tradition have drilled us in the art
of celestial bargain hunting. It is time we forgot about our spiritual performance
and our spiritual needs and gave ourselves up to passion.”

Job is a true man of God. Blow after blow had come on him, but his integrity had stood
the test.

He proved by his surrender, and his confidence in God’s faithfulness, that he did not
serve Him for all that He had given him. Whether the Lord gave, or the Lord took away, he still
blessed the Name of the Lord!

The awful thing is that God was not the one afflicting him. Now, in one sense | admire
Job’s devotion, however, I really regret his lack of knowledge of God’s loving care.

As we go on in this study, you will see some flaws in Job’s character. Don’t
misunderstand me, the Lord’s testimony of him still stands strong. Nevertheless, after the pain
and suffering continues Job naturally forgets that the Lord is not the one causing the affliction.
He is Job’s deliverer. Job becomes very indignant and self-righteous. He actually becomes more
concerned about declaring his own innocence (and in doing so unwittingly prolongs his
suffering) than acknowledging the great character of God. One thing to realize is that this story
really is not a story of how to endure suffering, but rather of how desperately we need
redemption on a continual basis.

Alienation

By the second chapter of Job’s story, we begin to notice that there’s a pattern to the trials
of Job. It’s a pattern that is like the tightening of a noose as the Devil’s onslaughts grow more
and more personal, closer and closer, to Job’s heart. First, buildings and servants were attacked;
then Job’s children were taken; next, his body was struck with disease; now his wife has been
alienated from him. Soon his closest friends will unwittingly become tools of the Devil as they
assault him with cold comfort and shallow theology. From this point on Job’s trials grow
increasingly lonely and interior, because Satan is directly attacking his personal relationships.

The plain fact is, if you follow Jesus with serious intent, there will be times when you
will find yourself absolutely alone, cut off from everyone. In spite of the unity and love that are
ours in the Body of Christ, there are bound to come times when you have to stand utterly alone
before God. Why is this? Because there are some traits of the heart, some spiritual qualities, that
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can only be acquired and perfected in solitude—and not in the comfortable solitude we call “time
to ourselves” and of which we all crave a certain amount. No, | am referring to a grueling
solitary confinement of real loneliness and desertion. There is just no way around it. Without
tasting this experience, no Christian can become fully Christ-like. The Via Dolorosa, the path of
the cross, must be walked alone. Like the dock before the very judgment-seat of God, this is a
narrow place, wide enough for only one abreast. There is no marriage in Heaven, Jesus taught.
We go through the pearly gates one by one.

Trouble from God

Unfortunately, from the outset Job blames no one but God for his problems. | remember
listening to a trainer for fighter pilots speak on this very subject. He was sent to the Arab States
to train their pilots for combat flight. During the training, whenever a pilot bounced off the
runway during a landing, or missed a particular maneuver, they would blame Allah. “Allah
willed it,” they would state. It became very difficult to teach them if they weren’t willing to
accept responsibility for their mistakes, don’t you think?

Proverbs 19:3, from The Messageays: “People ruin their lives by their own stupidity, so
why does God always get blamed?” Such a good question . . .

I do like Job’s attitude in that he refuses to get bogged down trying to figure out all the
“reasons” for his troubles. God knows the reasons; he does not. To “accept trouble from God”
implies the acceptance of a certain illogical dimension to life.

However, we need to stop blaming God for all our troubles. Even insurance companies
call natural disasters “Acts of God.” If I, being a father of four children, were accused of doing to
them all the things God is blamed for doing to his children, | would have been in jail years ago
for child abuse. Can you imagine a parent willingly and joyfully giving their children cancer,
pneumonia, and diabetes? What about cutting their legs off to teach them humility? | am sure
you have heard the saying, “Experience is the best teacher.” Now imagine a parent teaching a
child the importance of looking both ways before crossing the street using the “Experience”
method of instruction. How about a parent saying to the kids, “Alright kids, today I am going to
teach you the importance of not putting your hand on the flame of a stove.” What kind of
insanity would that show? Yet throughout history, we have accused God of doing just that.

God didn’t afflict Job, however the Lord can usethose experiences to teach us and draw
us closer. Although, during Job’s trials, and those we encounter, there can be rejoicing because
those trials bring out endurance, steadfastness, and patience. We have to allow the endurance and
steadfastness have full play and do a thorough work in our lives. Why? So that we will be
perfectly and fully developed, with no defects, and lacking nothing in our pursuit of His
Kingdom (see the letter from James).

When we are in the midst of our struggles and lack the wisdom to handle the situation, all
we have to do is ask and our Father will give us the strength, wisdom and support we need.

Here Come the Friends

It’s amazing how fast bad news travels. Three of Job’s intimate friends hear about his
troubles and out of the kindness of their hearts and their deep concern for him, agree to go
together and comfort Job.

Think about that. It would be great to have just one friend that would drop everything at a
moment’s notice, travel any distance, and stick by our bedside night and day for an entire week!
Wow! Job apparently didn’t just have one friend-in-need, he had three.
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What a moving scene it must have been. Three friends graciously come to visit Job in
simple and quiet dignity, expressing their heartfelt compassion and solidarity.

Well, at least it would be, if that was the way it happened.

Along the way, these three friends do what we would probably do in a similar situation:
they discuss the whole affair from every point of view. Then, before they even see the stricken
man, come to their conclusions as to the cause of the evil, and settle best how to deal with him.

Now | assume their overall intentions were good. But Isaiah 50:4 says that the Lord “has
given me an instructed tongue to know the word that sustains the weary.” Another translation
puts it this way: “that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary.” Did
you catch that? It says they know how to speak a word “in season . .” Maybe they shouldn’t
have been talking to each other so much and instead consulted the Lord. What you are going to
see is that they are never able to sustain the weary in this story. Proverbs 15:28 says the mind of
the righteous studies how to answer. | suggest that more study should have accompanied their
counsel.

| remember hearing one person say that God has not called us to be gap-finders but rather
gap-fillers. In other words, it is easy to point out all the areas where someone has screwed-up
instead of helping them to overcome or deal the problems. As the story continues to unfold the
only thing these friends do is point out where Job may have missed it, instead of coming
alongside and comforting him.

This idea of strengthening the weak, or even correcting those in error, is a fine and
delicate art. One we must learn if we are to be Christ’s ambassadors. We need to learn to
minister the true comfort of the Lord and strengthen the grieving person’s hand in God. They
need to learn to believe their way through their paths of trials, and learn what God’s purpose is in
their struggles. You won’t learn that by listening to your own reasoning.

Most of us know or understand very little about the inwardnesof things. We only judge
by what we see and hear. Then we end up coming to biased conclusions based on our own
limited experience and understanding.

We don’t give the counsel of the Lord, but rather the philosophy of men. If you are called
upon to give counsel or comfort, don’t waste your time consulting with flesh and blood, going to
the psychology books and recent programs from Oprah Winfrey. No! Draw your help from the
counsel and immense wisdom of the Lord.

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, the three friends, approach the village. “When they saw him
from a distance, they could hardly recognize him.” Is that Job lying there? The greatest man of
all the people of the East? Can this pitiful object be the Job they had known? “They began to
weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads™ as a token of their
SOrrow.

At last, they reached the ash mound, “then they sat on the ground with him for seven days
and seven nights. No one said a word to him.” What could they say? How could they speak?
“Because they saw how great his suffering was.” They were dumb in the presence of such
unparalleled suffering.

The Friends Dig In

Once Job’s friends show up and open their mouths, we begin to see what was really on
their minds during those seven days of silence. What was really going on was that they were
condemning him.

It’s a distasteful fact, but a fact nonetheless, that the three friends who came “to
sympathize with [Job] and comfort him,” fell far short of that goal. Far from actually comforting
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Job, in their minds they were picking him to pieces. They were analyzing him up and down for
faults, loopholes, and hidden sins, casting around in search of reasons for all the terrible things
that had happened to him. Although we are told that these discreet men said nothing at all to Job
for an entire week, | can imagine that they whispered confidentially among themselves.

The main point with this mission of mercy was there no mercy given. Certainly, Job
himself did not find any comfort from his friends. On the contrary, we will watch him grow
increasingly angry, to the point where his friends, impatient with his uncooperative attitude, will
find it impossible to sustain even the outward semblance of sympathy towards him. Instead of
truly identifying with him, they will distance themselves and withdraw. Feeling overwhelmed,
and scrambling to get a better fix on the problem, they will do the only safe thing: they will pull
back and assume the stance of objective analysts. Naturally, they will go about all of this in a
very warm and godly way and with the best of intentions. They are like benign family
physicians, kindly old docs faced with a rough case and scratching their balding heads. Yet
without realizing it, by their clinical theorizing they are effectively withdrawing their human
affections, their friendship, and this is at the very time when intimate friendship is most needed.

Obviously, none of this is spelled out quite so early in the story; but in later chapters, it
comes spilling out. Like all fair-weather friendships, and all flawed theology, Job’s friends stop
short of the cross.

Job Voices His Complaint

Job was the first to break the silence, and when he speaks, he pours out the depths of his
soul. He doesn’t exactly renounce God. Nor does he actually rebel against Him. However, he
does “curse the day of [his] birth.”

There were no words of welcome to his friends. Nor did he explain anything to them.
Formalities and ordinary language really didn’t have a place at a time like this.

The words that Job pours out in the anguish of his soul tell us something of the thoughts
that have been filling his mind during the silence of this past week.

“May the day I was born perish. That day should never again be a joyous one, instead let
it be a day of mourning. Oh that it could be blotted out from the calendar, that it might be
forgotten.

“Why didn’t I die . . . for now I would be lying down in peace; [ would be asleep and at
rest . .. In the grave the weary have rest . . . the wicked cease from turmoil . . . the prisoners no
longer hear the slave drivers shout . . . the slave is freed from his master.”

It’s interesting how in the middle of a deep trial we figure death is the only escape. Elijah
said to the Lord in his time of exhaustion under the Juniper tree: “It’s too much, I can’t take any
more . . . Take away my life.”

Moses said under the pressure of the responsibilities of leading the Israelites: “The
burden is too great! Kill me, [ beg you.”

Jonah said when the Lord didn’t fulfill the threatened judgment of Nineveh: “It would be
better for me to die.”

“I wish I were dead.” Those words have been said by many repeatedly in the time of
anguish.

Maybe that’s what you’re saying. Maybe you aren’t considering death as your escape, but
you may be considering divorce, it could even be marriage for some. You might be trying to find
an escape in a different job, a new church, running away from your children, ad infinitum.
Whatever it is, it is still a lie. Your peace will never be found in a different place, a new
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“significant-other,” only in a renewed relationship with the Lord, and an acceptance of the
circumstances in your life that you will have to endure.

Now maybe you are in a bad career. Don’t abandon it at the first opportunity that comes
your way. It may indeed be the direction you’re to go, but it may not be, as well. I’ve known
many a believer who jumped into the newest “sure-fire” way to success and prosperity—only to
have their dreams crushed and fall on their face in shame. That’s why you need a person or
people who be your prayer-partners, counselors, support. Everyone needs a Pastor—not the guy
up front every Sunday morning, but someone who knows you, cares for you, prays for you,
“shepherds” you. Scripture tells us there is safety in many counselors.

| remember one brother giving his testimony and he talked about how dissatisfied he was
in life—constantly moving from city to city, church to bar—and when he finally moved to
Europe he had a profound epiphany: no matter where he moved, or how far he traveled—he was
always there! The problem wasn’t the place or the people—the problem was him and his
alcoholism!

With all this talk, Job hasn’t really rebelled against the Lord yet, but he was getting pretty
close to it. He had told his wife that we should be willing to “endure unpleasant things” as well
as receive “good things” from the hand of God. However, to long for death as the way of escape,
is not the way to bow to the will of God.

Yet, it is the cry of nature for escape from suffering, pressed out from the soul in its
anguish and pain. It’s the same with divorce or, for instance, Patrice and I thinking about moving
back to Kalamazoo when things got so difficult for us in Ann Arbor because we thought it would
have been easier. Whatever it is that you are trying to run away from, you are not only bowing
your knee to the confrontation at hand you are also being rebellious and disobedient to the Lord.

Satan is behind all of this language, the same way he moved Job’s wife when she tempted
Job to speak against God. I’ve said it many times before, and I’ll say many times as possible:
Satan has only one weapon to use against us: TIS . .. Thoughts, Ideas and Suggestions. The
enemy is throwing this cloud on his mind, and pouring into his head these thoughts of escape
through death. Some have yielded to such thoughts in the time of deep anguish and despair. They
have been driven by the tempter to take their lives in order to reach this place of rest.

If you find yourself thinking these thoughts, take hold of the Lord. Thank Him for the
privilege of life. Take authority over those thoughts! Resist and flee the temptation of dwelling
on thoughts of peace in the grave—choose life! Even if it is life in the very crucible of fire, right
now. It will pass! The sky, not the grave, is our goal! “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Job’s problem is that he keeps dwelling on these thoughts. “Why is life given to the bitter
in soul; to those who long for death . . . which rejoice when they reach the grave?” He doesn’t
realize the cowardice of his language, or that he is opening the door to the enemy even further.
He goes on to call himself a man whom God has hedged in. To Job, the hedge is one of his
miseries while Satan considers it one of Job’s peculiar blessings!

Job concludes this outpouring of grief by saying what has probably become the most
quoted, and most misunderstood, words in this whole story: “What I feared most has come upon
me.”

That one sentence is used as the proof-text that all of Job’s troubles were of his own
making. “He had fear and instead of faith,” I hear them say. Possibly, what he feared wasn’t the
calamity, but rather the testing of his faith.
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Taught of God as Job was, he knew that the time of testing must come. Now that it had,
he found himself shrinking back from it and being afraid of it. He confesses that he had not been
at ease in spite of the outward peace of his life. He knew that the furnace was inevitable, and
now all that he had shrunk from had happen.

The testing will come! What form it takes for you I don’t have any idea. As I said before,
it might be physical, maybe emotional. It could be a lying down of your own plans for school,
marriage or even ministry, or wealth. For Abraham it was sacrificing his only son and only heir.
In fact, it was sacrificing the very thing that the Lord had given him!

Everybody looks at the story of Isaac and thinks that it wasn’t so hard for Abraham to
offer Isaac. After all, the Lord stayed Abraham’s hand and he didn’t really have to do it.
However, Abraham didn’t know that! He was intent on sacrificing his son . . . in fact, the angel
had to grab his hand to keep him from sacrificing Isaac. But he didn’t know and you can’t have
any confidence that when the Lord demands you sacrifice something very important, even
something He has clearly given you, that he may not stay your hand and you may never be able
to have those plans again.

That shouldn’t matter anyway! If something is truly laid on the altar as a sacrifice, it is no
longer yours! You no longer have any claim to it.

I don’t know what words to use to drive the reality of this home. God will accept nothing
less than absolute surrender to His will. A.\W. Tozer once said that there are three characteristics
of a dead man. First, he is facing in one direction. Second, he does not look back. Third, he is not
making any plans of his own.

| have met some that were waiting for a call to a nationwide ministry of historic
proportions when the Lord wanted them first to finish college. Some waiting for a mate, when
maybe the Lord has other plans for them and is waiting for them to stop wanting.

The point of all of this is we must simply lay ourselves, our lives, plans, desires, dreams,
ambitions—everything!-—on the altar and let the Lord do as he desires. When the Lord instructed
my wife and | to move to Ann Arbor, | had to sacrifice a teaching ministry; a place of honor in
our church—1I had people calling me wanting me to come teach at their church, for crying out
loud . . . In other words, | was a somebody—a person looked to for answers; for prayers; for
wisdom . . . and when we moved to Ann Arbor, nobody really cared . . . as one brother put it, |
was just another cog in the wheel. When you are used to being the hub, being a cog wasn’t all
that easy.

In my opinion, one of the biggest problems in many churches is so many people want to
be somebody and not enough people who couldn’t care less if they are even noticed. Their only
desire is to be true to the Lord and fulfill His will and not their own.

My only desire, if I fall asleep before the Lord’s return, is that they can quote Acts 13:36:
that Nickolas “served the purposes of God in his generation, then fell asleep.” I simply want to
fulfill the Lord’s plan for my own life, nothing more, nothing less.

Everybody wants to preach and teach but nobody wants to sit and serve. That’s what Paul
was trying to get people to understand when he was saying that the eye is no more important than
the ear—they simply serve a different purpose.

The hand is no more valuable than the foot. Both serve a very important function but
people are able to survive without either. Where is true humility, that which says: “The Lord is
the vine and | am the branch. Without Him, | can do nothing! If He sees fit to use me, | will obey
with great joy and enthusiasm. If not, I’ll obey with great joy and enthusiasm.”
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I believe it was Broadman who said: “There is no hierarchy in the gifts of God. The
ministry of the church does not rest on status but on service. No gift that serves others is little.
God uses both stars and candles to light his world.”

The issue to God is not who the stars are and who the candles are. What he is concerned
with is His light coming forth. Sometimes we are hung up on the stars and we forget that a star
only shines at night—one designated time—»but a candle can shine at any time and anywhere.

The times of testing will come. Don’t shrink back from it. Don’t be afraid of them. The
result will be a purity of heart and inner strength to endure all things. In fact, as | already
reminded you above, you should consider it pure joy whenever you face trials of many kinds . . .
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. When you stand the test, you will
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.

Paul admonishes us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” We are to
“endure the hardships as discipline because it is for our good that we may share in His Holiness.”
He admitted, “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.” “Later, however, it
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those that have been trained by it.” However,
if you refuse that training “it will cause resentment and misery.”

Calling a Spade a Spade

Okay, let us consider Job’s first outburst some more. He should be commended because
for seven days he was silent and showed great restraint. Never once did he sin by saying
anything wrong. Then why in the world does he have to ruin everything by opening his big
mouth and sticking his foot in it? I don’t care how much you try to sympathize with Job’s
suffering, his expression of it now becomes so dark and shocking that we can’t help but ask,
What is really going on here? Do we have to hold the whole chapter at arms length, chalk it up to
the misguided ravings of a man who has essentially lost control of himself, a tortured mind gone
haywire?

Well, think about that a moment. One of the most distinctive impressions we should have
as we read the speeches of Job is that he is a man who has not gone haywire. He knows exactly
what he is saying and means every word of it. True, at the end of the story, he will recant his
strong language and “repent in dust and ashes,” but that will be given in entirely different
circumstances. They come as the result of a direct encounter with the Lord. However, at the
moment of his first statements, we see Job at one of his most grimmest points. During his trial,
he never does teeter over the brink into madness, but instead faces his entire ordeal with eyes
wide-open. Even when he is utterly broken, he somehow retains not only his faith but also his
sanity.

We have no way of telling exactly how long his trials may have lasted. The events we
have looked at so far comprised at the very least ten days, and probably closer to two or three
weeks (although the suggestion of “months” in 7:3 may indicate a longer period). The rest of the
book could have easily taken place over as short a period as a single afternoon. If that is the case,
we might be able to understand why Job, after a lengthy siege of silent agony, would have finally
broken down and vented a one-day (or one-hour) outburst. Even Jesus was known to give way to
apparent bouts of frustration, as when He complained about His poor scruffy band of stupid and
incompetent disciples: “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you?
How long shall I put up with you?”” (Matthew 17:17).

The fact is there is a point at which any man simply throws in the towel. He does not
abandon his faith, necessarily; he just gets thoroughly sick and tired of trying to put a good face
on things, when the things he is facing do not have anything good about them. This is not sin; it
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is just plain honesty. It is calling a spade a spade. Job is a forthright and plainspoken man, the
sort of person who is not afraid to say what is on his heart. At the very beginning of the
conversation with his friends, we have to admit that such uncommon honesty may be one of the
greatest virtues a believer can possess.

The third chapter of Job seems to be one of the most depressing chapters in the entire
Bible—even more so than Psalm 88, which after eighteen dark and depressing verses ends
abruptly with the line, “Darkness is my closest friend.” It seems obvious the Psalmist reaches the
end of his prayer without receiving any answer, without so much as a crumb of comfort. Yet for
this reason, there can be a strange comfort in reading of this psalm in times of deep trouble. It is
good to be reminded that such a black outpouring really is Scriptural, that prayer does not have
to be upbeat and optimistic all the time. The true believer does not always rise from his knees
full of encouragement and fresh hope. There are times when you may remain down in the dumps
and yet still have prayed well. What God wants from us is not the observance of religious
protocol, but just that we be real with Him. What He wants is our heart.

When we are in our times of trials and suffering, we need people who will keep us in
their prayers. But we also need to be patient, we need to persevere, we need to let God teach us.
The Lord fully knows what our needs are. We need to let the process teach us more important
things like waiting on God, trusting Him, being content in whatever state we are in, let this time
of suffering develop your compassion, and all the deeper more valuable things than a life of
leisure.

The Dark Side

It doesn’t matter how you try to sympathize with and rationalize Job’s dark mood. From
the minute he opens his mouth, most Christians start to squirm with distaste and turn away in
disgust and contempt. (It has been said that Christians are the only army that sacrifices its
wounded). The thing we hate the most is all this doom-and-gloom death-talk, this longing not
just to die but for total annihilation, not just to stop existing but never to have existed before.
Good Christians do not want to listen to this kind of talk. We just feel that Job is wrong—terribly
wrong—to “curse the day of his birth.” We don’t want to consider the possibility such ghastly
and despairing words could actually come out of the mouth of a believer in God, let alone by
someone with a reputation for exemplary sanctity.

So it’s not just Job’s wife and friends who pass judgment on him; we do too. We’re
inclined to dismiss and reject him, or else to stick our fingers in our ears, yell “Na, na, na, I’'m
not listening,” and pretend he doesn’t know what he is saying. Maybe he isn’t such a great and
holy guy after all. Think about it, as soon as things get bad enough, he starts whining, cursing,
and crying in his cup. He is just like any old drunk in a bar crying in his drink. Evidently, the
Devil was right about him all along. When the pressure gets too great, he caves in and loses his
faith.

In all honesty, however, as black and turbulent as Job’s thoughts are, are they essentially
any different from our innermost thoughts? On the other hand, is the real difference that Job
voices his thoughts and we hide ours? It is obvious he states whatever is on his mind, things we
feel probably should not be said, although we have the same thoughts gnawing away in our
minds. The Story of Job brings these thoughts out into the open. They shockingly appear on the
lips of a decent and upright man.

Being a believer in God by necessity implies grappling with the dark side of our nature.
However, many of us seem to be afraid of this dark side. Instead of dealing with it realistically,
we repress and deny it. If we do this consistently, we have to ask ourselves whether we believe in
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the healing power of Christ’s forgiveness and in His victory over our evil natures. Maybe we
have never come to grips with the fact that we, in ourselves, are evil. If not, then we will never
be prepared for those times when believing in God is like being awake during open heart
surgery. God is not finished with us yet; He is still creating us, still making us into His image. As
followers of Jesus, we have the strange privilege of actually being wide-awake as He continues
to fashion us, to watch wide-eyed as His very own fingers work within our hearts. This can be a
painful process, and there is no anesthetic for it. Then again, maybe the only anesthetic is trust—
trust in the Surgeon. However, trust is not a passive thing; it is only mistrust, fear, and suspicion
that keep silent.

We shouldn’t blame Job for giving voice to feelings that in most of us come out in other
ways. He says out loud that he despises the day of his birth, and while most of us would never
admit to thinking such a thought, let alone voicing it, don’t we often live as though it were true?
Whenever we grumble and complain, whenever we do anything unwillingly, whenever we say a
bad word against someone else—aren’t we, in effect, despising the day of our birth? We are
being openly and rebelliously critical of God’s gracious gift of life. Even in the face of the tiniest
frustrations, our reactions may betray the presence of a lingering resentment over the fact that we
were ever created and brought into such a hard world in the first place.

Only the person who maintains an attitude of pure and unwavering thankfulness for every
precious moment that the Lord has given, has any right to say a word of criticism against Job in
Chapter 3.

Depression

Many commentators on the story of Job feel that the sweeping change that overcomes
Job, from the top-notch, numero uno believer to king of doom-and-gloom, isn’t quite believable.
Yet, by this stage, it should be obvious that an entirely new trial has begun. It is the trial of
depression, of deep mental and spiritual trauma. So far, Job has weathered the terrible disasters
quite admirably. Now the battlefront has shifted, from outside to inside. It is now Job’s inner
character, his very spirit that is under direct satanic attack. In the words of Proverbs 18:14, “A
man’s spirit sustains him in sickness, but a crushed spirit who can bear?”

Is it true that God would allow Satan direct access to the very heart of a believer for the
purpose of unhindered oppression? Well, Jesus told Simon that Satan asked to sift him as wheat.
“But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.” And when you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” Notice Jesus did not say “no” to Satan’s request, he simply said
that when it happens, Simon’s faith not fail. Listen to what John of the Cross says about this: “In
proportion as God is guiding the soul and communicating with it, He gives the Devil leave to act
with it after the same manner.” Elsewhere John states that God certainly does “permit the Devil
to deal with the soul in the same measure and mode in which He conducts and deals with it
Himself . . . Thus the Devil cannot protest his rights, claiming that he is not given the opportunity
to conquer the soul, as was his complaint in the story of Job.”

It is important to realize that nowhere in the story are we given any reason to believe that
Job’s depression, in and of itself, is ever viewed by the Lord as being his own “fault.” On the
contrary, in view of the clear mandate for unlimited harassment (short of death) that was given to
Satan, we have to see that Job’s emotional crisis is part and parcel with his other trials. It is just
one more of Satan’s assaults on his faith. Remember Satan’s aim is to steal Job’s faith in the
Lord. Perhaps this attack will drive Job to desperation. Maybe it will cause him to be desperate
for wisdom; desperate for freedom; desperate for victory. It has been said that “only the
desperate are truly hopeful.”
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| recognize there are forms of despair and depression that are without hope and full of
godless self-pity and destructiveness. There is also a kind of despair that when confronted by
certain situations, seems to be the only authentic response that can be made. There is also a
realistic, courageous, and persevering despair that is in the highest degree. This is the type of
attitude a person will have when he knows things are wrong—that they are all wrong—and that
they absolutely must get better or else he will die. The reason he despairs, then, is that he knows
in his heart that there is a better way, and he has made up his mind that he will not rest until he
finds it. He will not settle for anything less. Such a person reaches a point of staggering
abandonment, being prepared to live with an inconceivable weight of sensual and psychological
deprivation for the sake of holding out for deep spiritual truth.

This is not despair; this is hope. It is like a spiritual hunger strike, an all-consuming
protest staged against the world’s complacency. A lazy and self-satisfied person will never
despair like this. Only a person who believes ardently in God will have the courage to endure
such despair. Only a person who hopes with all his heart, and whose soul cries out day and night
to the living God for help, can live with spiritual famine. George Rouault wrote, “I believe in
suffering; it is not feigned in me. This is my only merit. I was not made to be so terrible.”

What sort of hope do most churchgoers have today? Is it anything more than a grim
stoicism, the ability to keep a stiff upper lip in the midst of life’s fray? Is it the sort of hope that
hides from reality? If the average Christian fell into despair, would he even know it?

Loss of Peace

| skirted this issue a little bit above, but it deserves another look. Job cries out that he has
“no peace, no quietness, no rest but instead is only in turmoil. “

The loss of spiritual peace is something that all believers legitimately fear. Jesus said,
“Do not be afraid,” and in the same breath He promised, “My peace I give you.” The two are so
inseparably linked that when peace vanishes, it’s inevitable that fear will take its place. For the
true believer in God, this is the one crisis, the one great calamity. Let anything else happen, but
not this. It doesn’t matter if my entire life falls apart, so long as | have peace. Yet, peace is
precisely what was taken from Job. This is what he identifies as the greatest of his tragedies and
the real nub of his anguish.

As Christians, we should ask ourselves what sort of things we complain about, and what
causes us the greatest pain and fear. When we suffer, do we truly know the fellowship of Christ’s
sufferings? Or is our suffering only that which all the rest of the world experiences: the physical
pains of a decaying body, the neurotic fears of a fallen mind, and the infinite gnawing angst
brought on by selfishness and sin? Novelist Walker Percy, on the opening page of The Second
Coming says this about his main character: “For some time he had been feeling depressed
without knowing why. In fact, he didn’t even realize he was depressed. Rather was it the world
and life around him which seemed to grow more senseless and farcical with each passing day.”
In this chapter, Percy has captured something of the essence of contemporary civilization. If only
more people would complain and protest bitterly against the absence of peace with God!
Unfortunately, even many Christians don’t seem to hold peace of heart in very high esteem.
Instead, we make our peace with the gods of overwork, anxiety, and quiet desperation. Too
often, a peaceful life is sacrificed for the sake of other goals: career, worldly accomplishments,
entertainment, people-pleasing, the satisfaction of frantic activity, and other frivolities. We get
used to living with chronic restlessness, even to the point of mistaking it for peace. What
happens is we need to take a vacation—an opportunity to “get away from it all,” to relax. Yet,
Christ has called us to celebrate the “Year of Jubilee” every day of our lives. You can read the
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twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus to see the significance of the Jubilee year. Think of it, every
fiftieth year was a year of Jubilee, a time when all work was to stop, all debts were cancelled,
and all property was to be returned to the rightful owner. It was to be a year of celebration and
peaceful living. Interestingly, in it’s entire history, Israel never once celebrated the great Jubilee.
Hey, good news for you, Jesus is the Jubilee!

Now this guy Job was a man who had a firm and intuitive grasp of the principle set out in
Isaiah 32:17: “The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be
quietness and confidence forever.” Since Job knew he was a righteous man, where then were the
peace and confidence that were his due? Throughout the debate with his friends, Job will
repeatedly claim these clear terms of his covenant with the Lord, and yet at the same time he
wastes no breath trying to claim anything that the Lord has not promised him. He insists on
spiritual rights, not worldly rights, and it is this very insistence that makes of him a great man of
faith. He holds God to His Word, and no more.
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Covering Job chapters 4, 5, 6

Chapter 4

“It was not an enemy insulting me...
But it was you ... my companion, my close frignd
—~Psalm 55:12-13

Now the Friends are Ready to Talk

As we saw earlier, the three friends had come together to comfort Job, and as they
journeyed together they probably talked about what they were going to say and how they were
going to go about it.

Each one addresses Job a little differently, each according to his own personality and
probably age and position. Yet, their words contain pretty much the same message, just wrapped
a little differently.

The first one to speak is Eliphaz. | would describe him as the most candid friend. I'm
sure you would recognize this person: he’s the one in your life who always feels it incumbent on
himself to say whatever is on his mind.

He figures the only way to help Job is to speak very directly, and plainly. So he begins by
saying: “If I try to speak to you Job, are you going to be impatient with me? Do I have to walk
on eggshells with you? Are you going to bite my head off, Job? But who could help speaking
after listening to all the junk you have said?”” So without holding any punches, he goes on to put
into plain, bald language the bitterest thought of all, a thought that Job had probably been
wrestling with already.

“Job, you have taught others, helped them with your words, strengthened and upheld
those that were falling, and now, when you’re put into some of the same circumstances, we see
you discouraged and troubled.”

Boy that ought to comfort Job! Don’t you think that Job knew all this already? When he’s
sitting there talking about death and the grave as a place of rest, don’t you think he knew he was
fainting? In addition, did the memory of the way he had instructed others add to his despair?
Nevertheless, it must have been hard to have his friend say it in cold, bare words.

Think of it, here Job sits in front of him stripped of everything, his heart torn and
exposed, his words desperate, his eyes wild and probing and pleading for comfort, and what does
the gentle Eliphaz have to offer? The gist of his entire argument can be summed up with the
stinging comment he makes. “It seems to me, those who sow trouble reap trouble.”

I’ve found myself in exactly the same position. | touched on this earlier, but when Patrice
and I moved to Ann Arbor, | left a position of church leadership where I taught, counseled, and
encouraged others in their times of trial. Then came to Ann Arbor to be, as one brother called it,
“just another ‘cog in the wheel.””

I never realized how important that place of recognition was to me until it was taken
away from me—in fact, | discovered | had my entire identity and self-worth tied up into that
identity. When a brother was trying to help me deal with it, I was constantly reminding myself
how | used to give the same counsel to others. It was almost as if | was hearing my own words
being played back to me. That bothered me more than the problem he was trying to help me
with!
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“Job, you of all men should know how to trust God in the hour of trial,” Eliphaz
continued. “Isn’t your knowledge of Him sufficient to give you confidence now?”

| am sure those of you who are in a fiery furnace right now recognize those words. They
are the words of many who are trying to comfort you. They talk to your grief and try to comfort
you by saying, “You encouraged others to be strong, and now you’re fainting yourself. Where’s
your faith now?”

A Friend’s “Comfort”

Then Eliphaz goes on to say, “Think of it, what person ever perished that was innocent?
As I see it, if a person plows iniquity or sows trouble, he will reap the same.”

Now that’s comfort from a candid friend! It reminds me of what David said in Psalm
55:12-13: “It wasn’t an enemy that reproached me. But it was you, my companion and friend.”

Very simply, Eliphaz feels that Job must be reaping the consequences of sin because,
based on his long experience, men simply reap what they sow and no one could be as bad off as
Job if they were innocent. Hence, God must be angry with him. In think Phaz just proved what
Proverbs 26:7 says: “Like a lame man’s legs that hang limp, is a proverb in the mouth of a fool.”
Whatever comfort he intended to convey was lost and could be summed up in the words of
another proverb: “Like one who takes away a garment on a cold day . . . is one who sings songs
to a heavy heart.”

One problem with Phaz’s argument is that, yes, many innocent people perish every day,
and many evil people prosper every day. We live in an unjust, evil world. As long as Satan
remains the god of this world, it will remain that way. As the bumper sticker says, “Stuff
happens!”

Now Eliphaz could say this with conviction and assurance because he wasn’t speaking
from his own mind, no, he was talking as one taught by a “vision in the night.”

“A word was secretly brought to me amid disquieting dreams in the night . . . fear and
trembling seized me. A spirit glided past my face . . .The hair on my body stood up . . . but at
first I could not tell what it said and then I heard a hushed voice saying, ‘Can a mortal be
righteous before God? Can a man be pure before his maker?’”

I don’t know . . . that spirit-form sounds more like the devil disguised as an angel of light
than the Holy Spirit. Satan, who had accused Job to God and asserted that in a time of deep trial
he would renounce his faith, would never leave any means untried to achieve his desired end.

In reading Job’s story, you have to keep in mind the forces that lie behind the surface.
Satan had set his heart on Job, and his tactics didn’t stop with stripping him of all his possessions
and health until he laid on the ground broken and in despair. He attacks him through his wife’s
words, then by dangling before him escape in the grave; again through the counsel of the three
friends, particularly at this stage by Eliphaz. Every point is a direct attack against the integrity of
Job, his faith in God, his assurance of fellowship with him, and most importantly the testimony
of the Lord concerning him.

Eliphaz asserts that he has learned through his spirit-vision that no mortal man can be just
and pure before God. He says, in effect, “Job, you better let go of your confidence that you have
walked with God in integrity of heart. Your present situation proves that you are just the same as
other men. You thought that God had protected and blessed you, but after all, you are reaping the
consequences of sin just as everybody else does. You say that you shun evil and seek to walk
uprightly; but no man can be counted just before God. No man can be pure before his Maker.”

“If God places no trust in his servants, and if he charges his angels with folly, how much
more those who live in houses of clay?” The Spirit-voice whispers to Eliphaz. This as at the very
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moment the Lord was giving his rave review of his servant Job and looking at him with the
fullest confidence He could have placed in him. Instead of charging him with folly, He was
declaring before the council of Heaven that in His sight Job was “blameless, true, and Godly,
abstaining from everything evil.”

Satan is always accusing man to God, and God to man, maligning His character and
misrepresenting His attitude toward His people.

“Man is only like a moth,” said the spirit-voice, “he is crushed in one brief day, he
perishes and no one regards it.”

This lying spirit has totally misled Eliphaz, deceived him with a half-truth. It’s true that
mortal man isn’t pure before the Holy God. However, he never mentioned the burnt offerings
that Job offered continually—a foreshadowing of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, which
causes a man to be accepted before God.

It’s also true that a man’s life on earth could be said to be as brief as a moth but that God
lets him die without notice is a lie! Jesus, who came to declare the Father, said “even the very
hairs of your head are numbered, so don’t be afraid, you are worth more than many sparrows.”

Your life before Yehoveh is cherished and scripture tells us that your salvation is
Yeshua’s gift to His Father. You never realized you were a gift to the Father? And a treasured
gift at that! When you accepted Jesus as your Savior and Lord, Jesus took you all wrapped-up in
a bow (a robe of righteousness) and gave you as a gift to His Father! The Father gasped with joy
at receiving such a gift and to this day rejoices from your laughter and weeps when you are cast
down.

The Two Sons

We could compare the story of Job to Jesus’ parable of the two sons in Matthew 21. One
son says to his father, “I will not obey you,” but in the end, he changes his mind and does what
his father asked. By contrast the other sons says, “I will obey,” and then forgets all about it and
does what he wants. Their words obviously don’t match their hearts. In fact in each case what
they say is exactly opposite of what they believe. The real nature of their convictions shows up
only in their actions because our actions will always follow our beliefs.

In the same way, the friends of Job all represent themselves as being upright and godly
men. Repeatedly and in various ways, what they say is that they believe in a God who is good
and merciful, and they exhort Job to believe the same. Yet we can’t help wondering: if they
really believed that God is merciful, could they also be expected to show that same mercy to
others? But they fail to do this. Instead of mercy, they bring condemnation. Instead of
compassion, they demonstrate a rigid doctrine. Their actions speak louder than their words. They
obviously believe that people should be good. Do they really believe in a good God? As G. K.
Chesterton observed, perhaps what they really believe is “not that God is good, but that God is so
strong that it is much more judicious to call Him good.”

From this point on, Job has very little good to say about God. Instead he rants and raves
against His cruel silence and injustice, repeatedly calling God his “foe.” In the end, however,
when the Lord finally breaks His silence and speaks to him, Job immediately softens and repents.
So at the end he turns out to be very much like the first son in Jesus’ parable, who initially dug in
his heels and cried, “I won’t!” and yet who, when it came down to brass tacks, submitted. Job’s
character under extreme pressure does not conform to the popular image of saintliness. However,
the Lord knows what is in his heart, and Jesus’ question at the end of the parable is not, “Which
of the two sons had the more correct theology?” but, “Which of the two did what his father
wanted?”
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Much of the theme of Job revolves around the reality that what people say they believe is
often not, what they really believe. Why is that? It is because people really don’t know
themselves. On the other hand, it was said of Jesus “He did not need man’s testimony about man,
for he know what was in a man” (John 2:25). To know what people really believe, don’t simply
look at what they say about themselves, look at what they do. As Jesus instructed the Pharisees,
“Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment” (John 7:24).

Do you remember when the newly sworn in, former President Clinton testified that his
would be the most “ethical administration”? His actions spoke much louder than his words.

Ultimately, the little-known parable of the two sons has much in common with the more
famous story of the prodigal son. In either case, Jesus used two brothers to draw a distinction not
just between two different kinds or degrees of faith, but rather between belief and unbelief,
between living faith and dead legalism. In both parables, the son who initially rebels is the one
who, deep down is being intensely honest with his father, while the other son, though he makes
an outward show of conforming, is being fundamentally dishonest. In each story, the point is that
straightforward dealing with God leads to eventual obedience and right action, while an insincere
compliance with God—no matter how well meaning or well-seeming—results in alienation.

Eliphaz’s Exhortation

Eliphaz continues: “If | were in your place, Job, | would commit my cause to God. He
performs wonders that cannot be fathomed. The lowly He sets on high and those who mourn He
lifts to safety. He frustrates the plans of the crafty and catches the wise in their craftiness. He
saves the needy from the clutches of the powerful, so the poor have hope.”

Eliphaz is a strange mixture. He undoubtedly has some knowledge of God but it seems to
be more by theory than by life. Although most of his counsel certainly lacked the compassion
and tenderness of the Lord, here he begins to deal gently with Job. He only suggests that men
reap what they sow, and advises Job definitely to seek God for deliverance. He should consider
himself happy that the Lord is correcting him, and not to despise the discipline. “If the One who
pours out blessings does wound, he also binds up; if he hurts, he will also heal.” Set this as a core
foundation of your faith: God is not the one that wounds or hurts. What parent would? Quit
looking at the Lord as the source of your problem and start discovering Him as the deliverer
from your problems.

As | said, Eliphaz evidently has some knowledge of God, because he then goes on to
draw a very clear and accurate picture of the result of the Lord’s binding up. If Job would truly
seek him and not despise His discipline, the Lord would deliver him from every trouble so that
no harm would befall him. In famine, he would be rescued from death, in war, from the sword.
He would be protected from the lash of the tongue and would not be afraid of destruction. He
could laugh at destruction and famine; his home would be in peace and protected by the power of
God. He would have many healthy, strong children and go to the grave in full vigor. However,
this binding up has nothing to do with how good you are. Rather, it is a result of how good He is.

“We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it and apply it to yourself.”

Wow! What wisdom, Eliphaz! Unfortunately, your whole premise is wrong! All this
would be true if Job would go back to God, but Job had never left him. Eliphaz doesn’t
understand. He didn’t know anything of the spiritual conflict that was raging around him.

My Brothers and Sisters! Stop trying to figure it out in your own heads. Wait for clear
understanding from the Lord. You are there as his ambassador, not his prosecuting attorney.
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Carnal Christianity

Aspirin is good and effective medicine. However, it is useless against cancer. In the same
way someof the advice that Eliphaz and the other friends dole out is, in its own right, correct,
good, and true. Although, because their counsel is applied incorrectly, it becomes useless.
Eliphaz’s basic presumption that Job is being divinely “corrected” and “disciplined,” sounds
good to the religious mind, but it is simply wrong. God is not trying to rehabilitate Job; he wants
to honor him and to glorify his faith.

| suppose what Eliphaz said was true enough. Although, even the truth, when spoken at
the wrong time or in the wrong circumstances—that is, when spoken without love—is a lie. “If
the wrong man uses the right means,” goes an old Chinese proverb, “then the right means works
in the wrong way.” Paul wrote, “What you have heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound
teaching, with faith and lovan Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 1:13). Why would Paul bother to add
the words “with faith and love” unless it was possible to “keep the pattern of sound teaching”
without them? In the end, we might see that the mishandling of truth is an even greater travesty,
in the eyes of God, than blatant sin. When truth lies, it becomes a wolf in sheep’s clothing, and
though it dresses up in the clothes of the Spirit, underneath it is thoroughly carnal.

When Paul wrote, “If you live according to the flesh, you will die” (Romans 8:13), he
was not warning primarily against gross sins such as drunkenness or stealing or sexual
immorality. He wasn’t even railing against the more genteel iniquities such as gossiping and
dissention (which incidentally, the New Testament brands as being equally serious: see Galatians
5:19-21, where “envy” and “orgies,” “selfish ambition” and “witchcraft” appear side by side in a
list of what are termed “obvious” sins). No, Paul’s warning was against Christians giving
themselves to any behavior that had its origin in the flesh rather than in the Spirit. Could that
have included the misapplication of truth, and insensitive and judgmental counseling of others?
Would he also have included hypocrisy and phoniness, insincere love, and conformity to peer
pressure? | imagine his being outraged with singsong evangelism, the sterile, robotic mouthing
of the gospel of Christ. Then there is also the pasteboard smiles, vacuous laughter, and good
deeds motivated by guilt or by the need to impress others. Maybe he would also have expressed
sadness over a satisfaction with the lack of reality in the Christian faith.

It doesn’t matter if you call yourself a “Christian.” If your inner attitudes and your
lifestyle are primarily those of conformity to the world and the flesh—when in your heart you
know better and have been given grace to follow the Spirit—then your life will be no real life at
all, but a living death. You will die a little more every day. You will hate yourself (and God too)
a little more every time you choose to settle complacently into the world’s rut rather than
obeying the life-giving prompting of the Spirit. Jesus warned, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh
counts for nothing.”

If we continue to disregard the voice of the Lord deep within us, what else can we expect
but that our hearts will grow cold and hard? Every time we shut out Christ’s words, we make it
that much harder to hear Him the next time.

Michael Card’s song, Know You in the Novdraws an honest view of the life many
Christians live, and provides an excellent prayer for us to pray:

Echo of history

A light so many strain to see
The One we talk so much about
But rarely ever live it out
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Could You tell me why

Was it for this that You came and died
A once a week observance

Where we coldly mouth your words
We should confess

we lose You in our busyness
We’ve made You in our image

So our faith’s idolatry

Lord, deliver me

Break my heart so | can see

All the ways You dwell in us

That You’re alive in me

Lord I long to see

Your presence in reality

But I don’t know how

Let me know you in the now

A.W. Tozer encourages us by pointing out that “within the fold of conservative
Christianity, there are those increasing numbers of persons whose religious lives are marked by a
growing hunger after God Himself. They are eager for spiritual realities and will not be put off
with mere words, nor will they be content with correct ‘interpretations’ of truth. They are athirst
for God, and they will not be satisfied till they have drunk deep at the fountain of Living Water.”

Our problem is that we let everyone else do our seeking for us. All of our evangelistic
endeavors center on the initial act of “accepting” Christ and we never crave anything more. We
are caught up in the coils of a plausible but false logic that insists that once you find God you
don’t need to seek Him any more. When I was a Pastor, my greatest desire was that the people
would experience God for themselves—not lean on me for their guidance and teaching. |
remember a young co-ed at WMU who wanted me to pray and discover what it was God wanted
her to do . . . [ lovingly assured her I wouldn’t even if [ could . . . that’s her job. When my wife
and | moved to Ann Arbor to join and Ecumenical Community, they later had a split over
doctrinal issues. But sadly, for many people their Christian experience and life wasthe
community. Once it was no longer there, their faith collapsed. Sadly, they had never experienced
the reality of their Father and were left floundering in the realities of their lives alone.

Job’s Reply

Job responds differently to each of his counselors. Eliphaz gets him mad. Sure, Job heard
everything that Eliphaz had to say, but he certainly did not listen because of his “anguish of
spirit.” He feels that “if his anguish could be weighed, it would outweigh the sand of the seas.”

Even an animal will complain when its food is unpalatable, “so don’t condemn me for
crying out; nature must be allowed relief.” Then he goes on to state he wishes God would indeed
“destroy him like a moth.” At least that would be better than what he had right now! “But I'll tell
you what, if he did do that, then | would still have this one consolation—this one joy in my
unrelenting pain—that I did not deny the words of the Holy One.”

Job’s response to his friend’s callous words is a heartrending plea for mercy. Eliphaz
seems to be arguing for a kind of balance-scales theology, a tit-for-tat religion in which we do
things for God and then He does things for us in return. Just as virtuous deeds can, according to
this view, be traded with God for tangible benefits, so all of Job’s misfortune should be able to
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be set right by a proper, formal repentance. In Eliphaz’s mind, everything about the spiritual life
can be computed, totaled up, and kept straight and tidy.

However, suffering is not like that; it is not tidy and mathematical. Neither is grace, for
that matter. Neither are any of the great mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. By their very
nature, spiritual realities are untidy. Think of how shocked Jesus’ disciples were when He first
began teaching them about the necessity of drinking His blood! “This is hard teaching,” they
complained. “Who can accept it?” (John 6:60). The mysteries of eternal life are untidy because
they are infinite and immeasurable. The blood of Jesus could not be kept neatly inside His body;
it had to be spilled out. What was meant to cover the whole earth could not be contained for long
in an earthen vessel. As Peter wrote, “You know that it was not with perishable things such as
silver and gold that you were redeemed . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defect” (I Peter 1:18-19). Things that are perfect and eternal overflow the world’s
containers; they upset the world’s apple carts; they invalidate the world’s balance scales. After
all, it is not as though the atoning sacrifice of Jesus merely outweighed the sin of the world;
much more than that, the cross of Christ canceled sin entirely.

Very few of us could address suffering in the way that Alexander Solzhenitzyn did when
he spoke of his experience in the Gulag: “Bless you, prison . . . for it was in you that I discovered
that the meaning of earthly existence lies, not as we have grown used to thinking, in prospering,
but in the development of the soul.”

No balance-scales view of God’s judgment can ever account for such a wonder. In the
same way, no human effort of will—even the will to repent in dust and ashes—can ever
reconcile itself to God or take even the tiniest step towards Him. As Paul wrote in Romans 11:35
(paraphrasing, in fact, the Lord’s own words to Job in 41:11), “Who has ever given to God, that
God should repay Him?” The love of God is not a matter of calculation and accounting. The
trouble with Eliphaz and the other friends is that their thinking leaves no room for unmerited
grace. Not only is the cross not at the center of their theology—it is not there at all. While Job
holds to faith alone in the midst of his suffering, his friends seem to spend their energies doing
the very opposite, seeking to avoid suffering altogether and doing so in the name of faith. As Job
summarizes their attitude later in this chapter, “You see something dreadful and are afraid.”

Job'’s Disappointment

Eliphaz claimed to come in order to comfort Job, but he was not kind to him at all. He
had reproached him for becoming discouraged after teaching others to stand strong. Now maybe
it was true, but “a despairing man should have the support of his friends,” they should show
some kindness, not severity. Otherwise, the man might be driven away from God altogether.
Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, “The glory of friendship is not the outstretched hand, nor the
kindly smile, nor the joy of companionship; it is the spiritual inspiration that comes to one when
he discovers that someone else believes in him and is willing to trust him with his friendship.”
Somehow, it looks as though Eliphaz falls far short of this description of a friend.

We might as well face it: it is Job’s suffering, and his suffering alone, which turns his
friends against him. This is so often what also turns us away from those who desperately need
our love. In the words of Flannery O’Connor, who from her own battle with lupus had reason to
know about such things, “Sickness is a place . . . where there’s no company, where nobody can
follow.” How easily we distance ourselves from other people’s pain! We are so good at
rationalizing and accounting for suffering, so poor at doing anything about it, and so devastated
when it is our own turn to suffer.
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| used to work in security for a large department store. One of my responsibilities was to
provide first aid and CPR. One of the Department Managers experienced a severe asthma attack.
The severity was to such an extent that she completely stopped breathing and collapsed. While
her skin was turning ashen color and her lips blue, we check for a pulse and found none. My
partner and | thought she was dead, or certainly very close to it. We were about to begin CPR
just as the ambulance arrived. This manager spent several days in ICU at one of the local
hospitals. The saddest and most disappointing aspect to this crisis was not that she was close to
dying; it was not the pain of having her daughter watch in horror as her mother collapsed with
the look of death on her face. The most frustrating and disappointing thing was that afterward
very few of her coworkers ever asked how she was or thought to check on her while she stayed
in the hospital. | suppose everyone was just too busy and occupied with his or her own life and
crises to bother.

Job compares Eliphaz to a deceitful brook and graphically pictures the disappointment of
a caravan in the desert that turned aside in order to find water in its hour of need and finding the
brook black and frozen with ice.

“Phaz, you’re no different! You, too, proved to be of no help. You haven’t given me any
comfort from the heart of God, you frozen stream. You look at me, and | look so loathsome to
you that you’re afraid of me—and you’re afraid to be kind to me just in case you’re counted a
partaker of the sins in which you charge me.

“But tell me, what strength do I have that I should still hope and what do I have to look
forward to that I should be patient? I’'m not made of brass to endure all this. I am helpless.” It is
obvious the attacks are laying hold of Job. His heart is still anchored, but his humanity is
definitely crying out.

Anyone who has wrestled with serious illness in a hospital room, and received visitors,
will know that between the sick and the well, between the paralyzed life of the sufferer and the
full, energetic outer world of the visitor, there exists a vast and nearly uncross able chasm.

Then again, is “uncross able” really a word in the Christian vocabulary? No, it does not
have to be. Because of the cross of Christ, every chasm has already been crossed, every
alienation bridged. If Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar were alive today and could read about
themselves and their suffering friend in the Bible, they would realize that this book is the
Calvary of the Old Testament. They would see that the key to the sufferings of Job, and indeed to
life itself, is the cross. They would realize that suffering, far from being something avoidable, is
the very heartbeat of life, and the door to Heaven.

The Yeast of the Pharisees

What would you think of a friend who invited you to dinner and then put absolutely
nothing on the table? Suppose you were to sit down to gleaming silverware, the best china, a lace
tablecloth and candles, but no food? On top of that, what if your host even toasted you with an
empty glass, then picked up his knife and fork and began digging in on a bare plate, clearly
inviting you to do the same? What would you do? Would you go along with this preposterous
ruse, smacking your lips and complimenting your friend on his marvelous culinary skills? On the
other hand, would you be angry with him for trying to make a fool of you, and would you tell
him so in no uncertain terms?

Well, Job is angry with Eliphaz for having pretended to feed him, when in fact he has
deprived him of solid spiritual food. No doubt, Job would feel the same way today if he were to
visit many contemporary churches. The altar is set with linen, candles are lit, guests assemble,
and there is even a plate passed around—but where is the food? There is an after-dinner speaker
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but no dinner. As Milton has said, “The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed.” At least,
whatever passes for dinner is about as tasty (as Job puts it) as a bowl of egg whites. The meaning
of the Hebrew is obscure, and so we don’t know exactly what food it is that Job says, “makes me
ill.” Nevertheless, we can easily fill in this blank ourselves the next time we’re subjected to a
nauseatingly bland sermon. Job’s metaphor may remind us of one of Jesus’ comments in the
Sermon on the Mount: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by
men.”

After two chapters of Eliphaz’s double-talk, there may still be some question in our
minds as to what exactly he has said. But however kind and wise Eliphaz’s tone of voice may
have been, Job has picked up on the real message: all his problems are his own fault and he had
better clean up his act. It’s the polite imputation of guilt in this counsel that repulses Job. He
knows that wherever religion is founded on and motivated by guilt, the result can only be evil.
Evil spirits are drawn by guilt like moths to a light bulb.

Granted, guilt has it proper work to do, and many believers don’t pay nearly enough
attention to the call to live clean and godly lives. However, many others, erring on the opposite
extreme, are virtuous to a fault. As one author has written, “they are punctilious about
peccadilloes.” By being overly scrupulous about selected issues of piety and morality, they
unwittingly turn the gospel and its glorious freedom into just one more religion, just one more
system of humanly-powered spiritual principles, with guilt at the core. It’s not hard to spot such
guilt-ridden faith, because it’s full of anxiety, full of nagging worries about “finding God’s will,”
“loving one’s neighbor,” grieving the Spirit,” or “taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.” This
faith is endlessly and neurotically preoccupied with its own performance, with its own power and
holiness or lack thereof. It always has an eye on the heavenly box office, the celestial ratings,
earning Christian “Brownie points.” A bad rating will cause it not to love more, but to try harder;
not to fix its eyes on Jesus and his work in their life, but rather to examine itself more feverishly.
Worst of all, such hypersensitive egocentricity always spills over into an authoritative,
judgmental attitude toward others. I’ve been there, done that, have the tee shirt to prove it, so |
know whereof | speak . . . | guilty of the same guilt-ridden, heavily-burdened life of “faith,” and
I’m here to tell you there’s a better way to live—living free in through the Spirit of Christ!

What I’m talking about is the hypocrisy that Jesus called the “yeast of the Pharisees.”
Whether He found it in the Jews who were plotting to kill Him, or in His own disciples, it’s
something he always angrily exposed and denounced. Paul also used the yeast metaphor when
warning the Galatians to resist the powerful legalists in their midst, for “that kind of persuasion
does not come from the one who calls you. ‘A little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough’” (Galatians 5:8-9). The real root of religious hypocrisy is unresolved guilt, and this is the
active agent in all legalism.

There is so much about morality and good living in the New Testament it can be difficult
to see this isn’t really the point of Christianity (at least, it’s neither the starting point nor the focal
point). It can also be more difficult for a Christian who starts well, to detect in himself the
gradual, poisonous growth of the yeast of the Pharisee.
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Covering Job chapters 6, 7

Chapter 5

“... you will enlarge my heart
—Psalm.119:32

Let’s take some time out

| want to be sure you can picture the scene we have before us. It is almost easy to picture
four men sitting, possibly in a circle, having a simple conversation among friends. One fellow
does look rather distraught, but overall it is somewhat casual. In reality, it should resemble a very
intense gathering in a hospital room in the ward for the terminally ill. The air has the scent of
depression and death. It’s very sterile and cold. It’s not only depressing, but Job does look
loathsome. Remember that when these three men first saw Job, they were so stunned by his
appearance that they all sat in complete silence for seven days and seven nights.

There are a series of homilies given by Walter J. Burghardt that have been gathered
together in a book entitled To Christ | LookInside this book, Burghardt retells a story by Canon
Barcus where he reports on a Life magazine story published in 1944,

In this issue was a photo essay of a foxhunt in Holmes County, Ohio. The foxes lived in
the woods and ate mostly mice and crickets, but sometimes also chicken and quail. This, the
story explained, “made the brave men of Holmes County angry because they wanted to kill the
quail themselves.” So one Saturday about 600 men, women, and children got together and
formed a big circle five miles across. They all carried sticks and started walking through the
woods and fields, yelling and baying to frighten the foxes, young and old, out of their holes.
Inside this diminishing circle the foxes ran around, tired and frightened. Sometimes a fox would,
in its anger, dare to snarl back, and it would be killed on the spot for its temerity. Sometimes one
would stop in its anguish and try to lick the hand of its tormentor. It too would be killed.

Sometimes, the photo showed, the other foxes would stop and stay with their own
wounded and dying. Finally, as the circle came closer together, down to a few yards across, the
remaining foxes went to the center and lay down inside, not knowing what else to do. They hit
these dying wounded with their clubs until they were dead, or they showed their children how to
do it.

This is a true story. Life reported and photographed it. It happened for years in Holmes
County every weekend.

Today we cringe at such cruelty, yet we have a foxhunt of our own . . . just ask a person
who is homeless or those who are afflicted with AIDS. Sadly, too many with AIDS have
wondered if they had any alternative but to go to the center of the circle, lie down, and die.

Where are we in that circle? Where are you? Where would Christ be? You see, our hearts
of stone become hearts of flesh only when we learn where the outcast weeps. Typically, the
Evangelical approach to those afflicted with this deadly modern disease has been along the same
lines as Eliphaz’s: “They created the problem by their lifestyle, so they are simply receiving their
due.”

We, in essence, stand next to their deathbed, cluck our tongues, and shake our heads in
disapproval of their lifestyle but never offer any mercy.
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AIDS may very well be the “reaping” of one’s own sin. I don’t know. Homosexuality is
sin, as well as the promiscuous lifestyles that accompany it. God’s judgment may very well settle
the matter, but still the Christian viewpoint should be one of compassion for those who are
suffering.

It’s not condoningtheir sin! It’s offering them real love and compassion. It’s so easy to
wash away our responsibility of giving aid and comfort to the suffering and take on the Pharisaic
attitude that says, “Keep away; don’t come near me, for I am too sacred for you” (Isaiah 65:5).

We can’t ignore the fact that the verse above goes on to declare that, as far as the Lord is
concerned, “such people are smoke in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning all day.” The issue is
compassion. Many are afraid, just as Job’s friends, to help the afflicted because they are afraid to
be seen associating with them.

When the gospel is invoked to diminish the dignity of any of God’s children, then it is
time to get rid of the so-called gospel in order for us to experience the gospel. Whenever God is
invoked to justify prejudice, contempt, and hostility within the Body of Christ, then it’s time to
heed the words of Meister Eckhardt: “I pray that I may be quit of God and find God.” Our closed
human concepts of gospel and God can prevent us from fully experiencing both.

AIDS patients could very easily be compared to the leper. They are outcasts, confined to
their own little colony. Whether this treatment is justified isn’t my point. My concern is for the
suffering, emptiness, and loneliness they are forced to endure when we could, instead, be
offering Jesus to them while we soothe their pain.

We are not here “to condemn the world but to save the world” through Christ. “They are
already condemned because they don’t believe.”

| have had several people look me very sternly in the eyes and tell me in no uncertain
terms that anyone with AIDS is getting “exactly what they deserve.” Maybe that’s true. I’'m only
surprised that none of us has received exactly what we deserve. Every one of us has failed and
sinned against God. It is by His grace alone that we still stand and take a breath of air.

In hisbook A b b a 6 s Brddrian Marthing told of his outreach to AIDS patients. They
provided practical and spiritual care to people living with AIDS, as well as their families and
friends.

They assisted with transportation, visiting, light housekeeping and laundry, social outings
and other services. One patient’s comment said it all: “My best friend for the last twelve years
said to me, ‘I just can’t go through this with you. The grief is unbearable. I'm really frightened.’
To him, I wasn’t Gerald anymore. I wasn’t his best friend. I was Gerald who has AIDS.” He
added, “You folks didn’t even know me but you still want to be around me. I like that a lot.”

As Steve Camp has said, “If someone admits to embezzling or adultery, Christians will
say, ‘God bless you. Thank you for confessing.” But if someone says, ‘I’ve been a practicing
homosexual, but I want to be free from it,” you’ll see people grab their children and run the other
way. Certainly, God’s Holiness can not be compromised, but his mercy shouldn’t be restrained.”

As | see it, the Holy Spirit is the bond of tenderness between the Father and the Son. So,
the indwelling Spirit bears the indelible stamp of the compassion of God, and the heart of the
Spirit-filled person overflows with tenderness. Remember what Paul said in Romans 5:5? “The
love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.”

As partakers of the divine nature, the noblest aspiration and the most demanding task of
our lives is to become like Christ. In this context, Ireneuus wrote that God took on our
humanness so that we might become like God. Granted, across the centuries this has meant
different things to many different people. If God is viewed primarily as omniscient, growth in
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wisdom and knowledge becomes the foremost priority of human existence. If God is envisioned
as all-powerful, seeking authority in order to influence others is the way to become like God. If
God is perceived as immutable and invulnerable, granite-like consistency and a high threshold
for pain is the way of godliness.

The life of Jesus suggests that to be like Abba is to show compassion. Donald Gray
expresses this: “Jesus reveals in an exceptionally human life what it is to live a divine life, a
compassionate life.”

So what should the Christian viewpoint be? What would be the antithesis of the “Eliphaz
Syndrome”?

In one Jesus’ parables, he told us to let the wheat and the weeds grow together. Paul
caught this spirit when he wrote in I Corinthians, “Stop passing judgment and wait upon the
Lord’s return.” The sons and daughters of Abba are to be the most nonjudgmental people. They
are to get along famously with sinners. Remember the passage in Matthew where Jesus says, “Be
perfect as your heavenly father is perfect?”” In Luke, the same verse is translated, “Be
compassionate as your heavenly father is compassionate.” Some believe that the two words,
perfect and compassionate, can be reduced to the same reality. In other words, to follow Jesus in
His ministry of compassion precisely defines the biblical meaning of being perfect as the
heavenly father is perfect.

| think the answer could not be better illustrated than by this account from Charles
Colson’s book Who Speaks for God?

“At a time when most Americans were panic stricken over the contagious disease or
snickering at snide AIDS jokes, Christy [a young woman on his staff] and her prayer group were
visiting terminally ill AIDS patients at a Washington area Hospital.

“None of the men had families in the area, and certainly no visitors. So Christy’s group
brought them postage stamps, stationary, books, tapes, and cookies. In a prayer memo Christy
explained why she visited AIDS victims: ‘They are socially unacceptable because of their
lifestyle and medically unacceptable because of their disease. They are scared. They are dying.
They are unsaved.’

“... was she afraid? ‘No,” Christy responded. ‘We believe we are doing the will of God.’

“And of that Christy can be sure. For while the Word doesn’t tell us whether AIDS is a
judgment of God, it does demand we care for the sick and have compassion for the suffering.
The AIDS sufferers who are waiting to die alone, feared, ostracized, of all people need to hear
the Good News of the Gospel.”

Brennan Manning puts this so clearly: “My identity as a child of God is not an abstraction
or a tap dance into religiosity. It is the core truth of my existence. Living in the wisdom of
accepted tenderness profoundly affects my perception of reality, the way | respond to people and
their life situations. How I treat my brothers and sisters from day-to-day, whether they be
Caucasian, African, Asian, or Hispanic; how I react to the sin-scarred wino on the street, how |
respond to interruptions from people | dislike; how I deal with ordinary people in their ordinary
unbelief on an ordinary day will speak the truth of who | am more poignantly than a pro-life
sticker on the bumper of my car.

“This is the unceasing struggle of a lifetime. It is the long and painful process of
becoming like Christ in the way I choose to think, speak, and live each day. Henri Nouwen’s
words are incisive here: “What is required is to become the Beloved in the common places of my
daily existence and, bit by bit, to close the gap that exists between what | know myself to be and
the countless specific realities of everyday life. Becoming the Beloved is pulling the truth
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revealed to me from above down into the ordinaries of what | am, in fact, thinking of, talking
about, and dong from hour to hour.

“Out of all honesty, the betrayals and infidelities in my life are too numerous to count. I
still cling to the illusion that | must be morally impeccable, other people must be sinless, and the
one | love must be without human weakness. But whenever | allow anything but tenderness and
compassion to dictate my response to life—Dbe it self-righteous anger, moralizing, defensiveness,
the pressing need to change others, carping criticism, frustration at others’ blindness, a sense of
spiritual superiority, a gnawing hunger of vindication—I am alienated from my true self. My
identity as Abba’s child becomes ambiguous, tentative and confused.

“Our way of being in the world is to be the way of tenderness. Everything else is illusion,
misperception, falsehood.

“The compassionate life is neither sloppy goodwill toward the world nor the plague of
what Robert Wicks calls “chronic niceness.” It does not insist that a widow become friendly with
her husband’s murderer. It does not demand that we like everyone. It does not wink at sin and
injustice. It does not accept reality indiscriminately—love and lust, Christianity and atheism,
Marxism and capitalism.

“The way of tenderness avoids blind fanaticism. Instead, it seeks to see with penetrating
clarity. The compassion of God in our hearts opens our eyes to the unique worth of each person.
Or as Robert Wicks said: The other is ‘ourself’: and we must love him in his sin as we were
loved in our sin.”

Job’s Appeal

As disappointed as Job was in those who should have understood and had real
compassion and sympathy in his time of trial, he reminds Eliphaz that he had never ask anything
of him or those with him! Despite the fact he had lost everything, he never asked for a gift from
their substance. Job never cried to them to deliver him from the enemy (actually, he didn’t even
ask for their advice). He’s quite willing to be taught and to be made to understand where he has
been wrong, if they are able to do that.

It is wonderful to be able to speak the Truth. It carries force and weight; but the arguing
of Eliphaz had no power. What is he arguing about? What is he trying to prove? Do they intend
to correct whatever Job says? “Are you going to condemn me just because I impulsively cried
out in desperation?” They should not judge his character, nor should his friends charge him in his
bitter anguish with reaping what he has sown.

“Phaz you’re so hardhearted, you would even cast lots for an orphan. Anyone who could
deal with someone in my condition as you have with me would be capable of selling a friend.”

So pretend that you’re in Phaz’s position. Here is your friend suffering the loss of all his
material wealth; his children; the support of his wife; his health—and he sitting there in despair
wracked with pain and calluses left from scraping the scabs from his skin . . . what are you going
to say to such a friend in this condition? Now pretend this is a stranger you see on the street . . .
will you step aside to avoid contact with him? Or will you stoop down and offering healing
salves for his bruises?

As followers of Yeshua these are questions we need to ask ourselves. As Steve Camp
sings in “Do You Feel Their Pairi? “Do you feel their pain? Does it touch your life? Can you
taste the salt, in the tears they cry?” Well . . . does it and do you?
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Job’s Condition

Job’s condition was sufficient to melt the hardest heart. However, Eliphaz and his
companions had settled that Job must be dealt with as a transgressor, and to give him sympathy
when it was obvious he had sinned would only injure him more and make them partakers of his
sins.

Eliphaz had told him to “seek God,” yet he was in the hand of God already! “Isn’t there a
warfare against man on the earth? Are not his days like those of a hired hand?”” Job is under
authority and had to accept all that is appointed for him. There is a time of service for every man
when he has to learn obedience to the will of God, regardless of the cost, before he can ever be
trusted with authority in the kingdom of God.

If we could learn just those two truths, we could avoid all of our striving, worrying, and
complaining!

There is indeed a warfare raging against us each day of our lives! You can either be a
contender in the battle or you can be a victim, but there are no “innocent bystanders” or casual
observers. As Arlo Guthrie sang, “Which Side Are You On?”

Job’s Complaint

“I’m in that warfare,” Job says, “I’ve been suffering with nights of misery, tossing back
and forth, wondering ‘How long before I get up?’ The night drags on and I toss until dawn.
Months of weary waiting instead of happy service. My skin is broken and festering.”

He goes on with his complaints, but his terrible nights of suffering seem to be the main
point of his complaint. He speaks of awful nights where he was tossing back and forth until
daybreak. After which he goes to his couch in hope of some relief from his pain. There, instead
of rest he is scared by dreams and fearful visions. This entire crisis he wrongly charges God with
instead of recognizing the nights of unrest as another tactic of His enemy.

Those awful nights made him feel that strangling would be a mercy. He could not help
but despise his life. If this is what he was going to be stuck with he did not want to fight in this
war!

“Leave me alone,” Job cries to God. “If I have sinned, what can I do? What is it that I
have done? Why don’t you pardon my sin, because soon I will lie down in the dust, and you will
search for me and I’ll be gone.”
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Covering Job chapter 8

Chapter 6

“See ... | have tested you in the furnace of affliction
—Isa. 48:10

Hearing From Bildad

It is interesting to read this story and see the different personalities and temperaments of
Job’s friends. Each one is strikingly different in their method of dealing with Job.

Eliphaz was probably considered the most spiritual of the three, possibly because of his
visions of the night, so he spoke first. He also deals the plainest and quite harshly.

Bildad, on the other hand, could be described as the humble friend. He speaks the least,
always gently, and generally as a soft echo of the other two.

Bildad’s Reasoning

Bildad had listened to the exchange between Eliphaz and Job. He had heard Job’s cry to
God, “if I have sinned why don’t you pardon my sin and take it away?”” Now he tries to reason
gently with him.

“Brother Job, how long will you go on like this, blowing words around like wind? Does
God twist justice? If you don’t know of any sin in your own heart then certainly your children
must have sinned and God punished them.

“But if you would really seek the Lord and make supplication to Him . . . If you were
squared away with Him . . . He would come running to your aid and answer all your questions
and bless you with a happy home and make you prosperous.”

There’s the rub! That terrible if that stabs you and gnaws at your heart. Satan stands there
and sneeringly whispers, “If all was right with God, He would deliver you!” Then your friends
come around and cut you with the same if while they are actually trying to comfort you. Job was
even saying to himself, “If [ have sinned . . . Why?”

I don’t care what you say, no loss of earth’s possessions, no misjudgment of friends, no
physical suffering, can compare with the nagging and depressing pain caused by the if in
someone that has walked with God in integrity. It would be one thing if he could point to a
specific incident or even a pervading attitude of rebellion, or anything. Nevertheless, this if is
like a Dioceles Sword dangling over his head ready to cut him in two.

Isaiah 50:4 says: “The Lord has given me an instructed tongue to know the word that
sustains the weary.” Or, as the Amplified Bible says: “ . .. That I should know how to speak a
word in season to him that is weary.” I wish we could all learn to have such an instructed tongue.

The first rule of counsel is not to give it unless asked for it! Often we know just what to
say, but the one suffering does not want to hear it. Even when we mean to give counsel out of
love, they will not receive it. However, if we were honest, our attitudes are often ones of spiritual
superiority, thinking, “I’m going to straighten him out!”

Secondly, do not add to their guilt! You are there to bring wisdom and healing. You are
there to speak a word in season to him who is weary. Proverbs 12:18 explains that “there are
those who speak rashly like the piercing of a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”
Proverbs 12:25 also states that anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, but an encouraging word
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makes it glad. | could go on and on, but I think the point is well made. Ask yourself why you are
sharing counsel with someone. Is it for your benefit or theirs?

Bildad’s approach

Remember how we saw that Eliphaz had based his insight on dreams and visions? Well,
Bildad will not make a presumption like that. He is satisfied to accept the authority of the
Fathers. He has a great reverence for tradition and he could not venture to assume that he knew
anything.

The Fathers had searched out the truth, and they had settled that God prospered all who
are upright and punished all who were ungodly. Suffering was invariably the result of sin,
prosperity the reward of innocence. Job should just bow his head and accept the teaching of
authority. Was he going to presume that he knew God better than the Fathers, Bildad questions.
“For we were only born yesterday and know nothing.”

Bildad was really nothing more than an echo just like many others today. He was content
to take his knowledge second hand. It looked like humility. But it was actually laziness. It takes
time and energy to search out answers to questions, to pursue any understanding. Have you ever
eaten stale bread? Worse yet, drank sour milk? The Israelites were to eat fresh manna every day
and not to save it until the next day. Well, some ministers are serving their congregations stale
bread, sermons from their files written months or years ago. Which is all right, if they breathe a
fresh breath of life into them for today? Jeez, even bakeries sell day-old bread for less.
Admittedly though, many times it is simply easier to give the old sermons than spend time alone
seeking God’s word for today.

Essentially Bildad was saying better and wiser men than he had said these things, and he
was satisfied to accept their conclusions. I don’t see the humility. It takes effort to receive
wisdom, and “rhema,” they very words breathed from God, will never come through osmosis.

If you are just going to hang around the church once in awhile and dust off the old Bible
you have on the shelf, you will never grasp the depths of God’s wisdom or experience the reality
of the Lord’s love. On top of that, the wisdom you find in the scriptures will be nothing more
than words and nice stories.

We should think of God’s wisdom and counsel as being very holy, precious pearls that
come from the very depths of His being. He only opens His thoughts and intents to someone that
is seeking Him as a trusted friend and companion. Think of your own life. You would only share
your most intimate thoughts with someone that you were convinced loves you and is committed
to you, someone with whom you have developed a strong relationship. That’s the way the Lord
is. When He finds someone who is earnest and is diligently seeking Him, He will reveal to him
His secrets . . . make known to him His covenant. He will share His life with this person.

Proverbs 2:3-5 says that we are to “cry for discernment, Lift up [our] voice for
understanding, seek as for silver, search as for hidden treasures. Then [we] will discern the fear
of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of God.” This crying for discernment and lifting up our
voice shows an earnest, intense pursuit.

In order to find hidden treasures you must dig deep, search in many places and be very
committed not to give up until you find what you are searching for. Jesus compared the hearers
and doers of the Word of God as those who dug deeply and built their houses on the Rock. Later,
in Job 28, you will find a beautiful word picture of a man mining for silver, gold and precious
stones. Verse 10 says “he hews out channels through the rocks,” that “his eyes see anything
precious,” and “what is hidden he brings out to the light.” The passage concludes with a key
found in verse 20:
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“Where, then, does wisdom come from?
And where is the place of understanding?
Thus it is hidden from the eyes of all living
and concealed from the birds of the sky.”

As we read the Word daily, we will receive the bread that will feed our spirit; but down
underneath its surface, down deep in the Word, is where we find the precious gems of God’s
hidden wisdom. You will not find this wisdom with a casual read of the Bible or occasional
times of worship.

Solomon said, “‘I will be wise,’ but it was far from me. What has been is remote and
exceedingly mysterious. Who can discover it? | directed my mind to know, to investigate, to seek
wisdom and an explanation . . . ““ (Ecclesiastes 7:23-25).

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God; but the things which are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all of the words
of the law.” —Deuteronomy 29:29

“O the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unfathomable are His judgments and how untraceable are His ways. For who has
known the mind of the Lord and who has understood His thoughts, or who has
ever been His counselor?” —Rom. 11:33, 34

“It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, but it is the glory of a king to search
it out and understand it.” —Prov. 25:2

My friend, God’s wisdom obviously cannot be figured out or discovered with the natural
mind because it is hidden, veiled, and only to be revealed to trusted companions who will
diligently pursue it. As Paul tells us:

“We speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, The hidden wisdom, which God predestined
before the ages to our glory . . . Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which
have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him. But to us
God has revealed them through the Spirit, For the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of
God . . . Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.

Now we have received, not the Spirit of the world, But the Spirit who is from God, That
we might know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in the
words taught by the human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining and comparing
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man does not accept the things of the spirit
of God; for they are foolishness to him. And he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned.” —I Corintians 2:7, 9-14

As we dig into God’s Word, mining for the silver, gold, and precious stones found there,
as well as spending our energies in fellowship and prayer, God will continue to form His
glorious nature within us. As we discover the sweetness of His voice and the depth of His
wisdom, we will become partakers of His divine nature. We will escape the corruption that is in
the world through lust and become transformed into God’s image from glory to glory.
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It is obvious that Bildad, as well as his companions, never spent any time searching for
God’s wisdom because he is never able to really help Job in his time of suffering. Job’s friends
possess many words, but little wisdom.

Bildad and His Traditions

You know, the more I look at Bildad, the more | see him as the kind of person whose
mind is already made up—not only on every important question but on many unimportant ones
as well—his faith is a simple matter of sticking doggedly to the old catechism of tried-and-true
answers. As he himself puts it, “Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers
learned, for we were born only yesterday and know nothing.”

People who place such heavy reliance on tradition show that they have little in the way of
a personal relationship with the Lord. I’ve seen people get upset when their church abandoned
the old King James version of the Bible, and switched to the New International Version (and
their complaint had nothing to do with Scriptural accuracy or reliability. I was solely due to the
changg. Bildad implies that Job’s faith is like “relying on a spider’s web. He leans on his web,
but it gives way.” Yet, Job isn’t leaning on a spider’s web at all but on the living God. The real
question is what is Bildad leaning on? Is it anything more than a carefully constructed pile of
precious nuggets that he picked up in “Sunday School” years before? A man like Bildad has no
stomach for the spiritual battle that Job is in. To him, Job’s complex arguments and thoughts are
nothing but a load of double-talk and he tells him so, outright. “’Your words are a blustering
wind.”

You know, I realize I have painted a pretty of negative portrait of Bildad, and the other
friends as well. Although, I do admit there is a danger in being too condemning of Job’s friends.
Pharisee-bashing can be a pretty entertaining sport. There is something satisfying about rooting
out hypocrites and throwing them to the lions; it makes the rest of us feel like shining saints. I
wonder, though, how many have gone on witch-hunts only to be tainted by witchcraft ourselves?
We have to be honest and ask ourselves if we really are so confident that we can tell the
difference between the diehard legalist who is a danger to true faith, from the immature believer
who is our brother in Christ? This is the problem we face in the friends of Job and, more
importantly, in the people we know who may be like them. In fact, this problem confronts us in
the depths of our own souls. We step over a ling, into the Kingdom of God. Unfortunately, there
is no line to step over and suddenly be transformed into mature, loving people.

In reading Job, just as in reading any serious and complex writings, the most benefit we
gain isn’t so much in identifying with one character or another, but when we can see ourselves in
several different characters. It would almost be as if each character was a window into our own
psyche. When we look at Job’s friends and can see their hypocrisy, the story can help us to
identify pharisaismand see it for what it is—not just in the heart of others, but in our own hearts.
That has to be the way we take Jesus’ warnings against the Pharisees. Not only did Jesus tell his
disciples to “leave them; they are blind guides,” but He also told us to “be on your guard against
the yeast of the Pharisees.” In other words, we are to be on guard against our own legalistic
tendencies. If we can’t see the yeast of the Pharisees in ourselves, it’s probably because we are
up to our own eyeballs in it.
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Covering Job chapters 8, 9, 10

Chapter 7

“Comfort yourself with something to eat”
—Judges 19:5

Bildad’s Instruction

After Bildad makes his appeal to tradition, he starts to draw a picture of the ungodly. He
takes all of his illustrations from a very limited area: the withered grass, the spider’s web, the
house, the garden, the dust; all showing that his insight and understanding was very limited and
narrow.

Despite all that, | still think Bildad was an okay guy who, in his own way, feels sorry for
poor Job. He would love to ease Job’s pain, even cheer him up. With everything he says about
the godless is true, but “if Job was right with God after all He certainly wouldn’t cast him off but
would fill his mouth with laughter and shouting.”

I hardly consider it a suitable word for someone of Job’s former position, called by one
commentator “the once grave and dignified patriarch.”

Bildad’s idea of encouragement reminds me of other well-intentioned friends today who
say, “Come on, cheer up! Go on, give me a little smile.”

Can you imagine going to a person who lost all his children in a car accident; lost the job
he worked at for 32 years or perhaps owns his own business that is failing; who found out that he
has cancer; his wife has had a nervous breakdown; his friends won’t talk to him anymore
because they think he is too depressing; and you say: “Cheer up! Jesus loves you!”

Sure, Bildad was just trying to be nice, but deep soul anguish is not soothed with a Pick-
Me-Up Bouquet. Bildad’s problem is that he doesn’t understand what is happening, nor can he
relate to this sincere man of God. He just isn’t capable of realizing the depths of a man like Job.

When you find yourself counseling someone, it isn’t necessary for them to forget their
problems, but they do need to grow stronger and increase their dependence on the Lord. He has
to be their true source of comfort and joy.

Then Bildad concluded by assuring Job that “those who hate him will be clothed in
shame.” That may be a comfort to Bildad, but not to someone of Job’s ilk. Anyone that has had
such a close fellowship with the Lord would never be cheered by the humiliation of someone
else, even an enemy.

Now before we go too far, that’s something we Christians forget. We rejoice when we
talk about the return of our Savior, and we should, but we should also understand the full impact
of His return . . . today we Christians sing joyfully of the coming of Jesus and pray that today is
that day, but somehow we can’t connect it that the same Messiah who suffered and died as a
meek lamb for our sakes, will be leading this final battle for the conquest of Canaan. He will be
as ruthless as Yehoveh expected Joshua and those who followed him to be (but who refused),
and not one person who withholds their allegiance to the God of Israel and His Messiah will
remain alive on the face of this planet when Yeshua finally lays down his sword of vengeance.
The Conquest for the Land of Canaan isn’t over, it’s happening right before our eyes; the worst
is yet to come. Even more its effect is expanding to include the entire earth.
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So when you see the suffering of the world, don’t rejoice but offer the mercy and
compassion of your Lord while it can be given. Be His ambassador of Grace of Mercy to those in
need.

Job'’s reply to Bildad

Job seems to have been soothed a little by Bildad’s humble attitude and gentle reasoning,
and he quietly answers him: “Yea, Bil, I know that it’s all true.”

“Everything you have said about God not upholding the evildoers is quite true,” he seems
willing to acknowledge. But the words of Eliphaz seem to be hanging on, especially the question
that the spirit-voice asked: “How can a mortal man be righteous before God?”

That question probably never even occurred to him before. All he knew was that he had
walked with God with a sincere heart and God’s friendship and companionship was just given to
him. He didn’t know how or why, he simply enjoyed the benefits of it without thinking about it.
It was just in obedience to the Lord that he had offered sacrifices but how he was justified before
Him, he had no idea.

I know in my own life that for years, | enjoyed the benefits of the law of gravity yet |
didn’t really understand it. I didn’t even know there was such a thing. The only thing | knew was
that when my brother walked beneath my bedroom window and | dropped a water balloon, he
got wet (if | was on target!). One thing I love to do on nice sunny days is to get one of my kites
out and fly it as high as I can. Ever since | was little | have been fascinated by kites and model
rocketry. For years | never understood, or for that matter cared, why they flew or what laws of
physics and aerodynamics governed their flight, | simply had fun with them!

That’s the way it usually is with our friendship with the Lord. Satan is the one who
throws in the questions of “how” and “why.” His one object is to sow doubt and confusion into
your mind in order to prevent, or even break, your communion with the Lord. If you let your
mind try to figure out the “hows” and “whys,” you will generally fail to experience an intimate
relationship.

Evidently, that’s the position Job is in. Here he has been enjoying happy and close
fellowship with the Lord and all of a sudden, someone asks “How?”

That can be a tough question to someone with a trusting heart that has walked in a child-
like faith with God. I have no idea why the Lord would want to mess around with me, to be
honest, there is nothing in me that warrants it. Nevertheless, he not only accepts me, He even
tells me to call Him “Abba—Daddy!” How can I define an indefinable? I am just content to take
the word of the Lord and enjoy it.

This is all part of the refining fire. The very foundations are being tested. Eventually each
of us should learn how to give “with gentleness and confidence, the reason for the hope we
possess.”

Job has been rolling this question of “how” around for a few minutes and in answer to
Bildad, he starts pouring out the thoughts in his mind.

“Gee, I don’t know, Bil. How can a man be just? Even if someone wanted to dispute
with Him, he couldn’t answer one out of a thousand. His wisdom is so vast ... Who’s ever
resisted Him and come out unscathed? He’s so mighty in strength that He can overturn
mountains; shakes the earth from its place; commands the sun; stretches out the heavens; treads
upon the sea; makes the stars; He does marvelous things, things that can’t even be fathomed and
miracles that can’t even be numbered. Our God is so great, so invisible, so all-powerful . . . who
can hinder Him or say, ‘Yo, what are you doing?’
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“So how can I speak to him or reason with Him? Even if I was righteous I couldn’t
answer Him because He’s God and I’m just a man. If I did call and He answered me, I don’t
know what I’d do.”

My impression is that Job really didn’t know God as the One who fellowshipped with
him. He knew Him more in his heart as the great Holy One before whom he was simply a servant
and he walked in integrity and held Him with great respect and awe. Job couldn’t fully
understand that this time of suffering would eventually end up in a greater revelation and
experience of the Lord. It would lead to a fellowship richer and fuller than anything he ever
conceived of, in his days of prosperity.

As I said, Job didn’t realize what lay ahead of him. Although, if you will remember,
Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus did! That was the reason he was able to endure the cross by
remembering the joy on the other side! That’s exactly what the Lord plans for us, so quit
complaining and set your sights on that. “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess. Don’t
throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you
have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised. God disciplines us for our
good that we may share in His holiness. Sure, no one said it was pleasant at the time, however, it
does produce a harvest of righteousness and peace if you will allow yourself to be trained by it.”
[If you refuse to be trained and instead wallow in misery and complaining you'll lose your peace
and prolong your misery]

Without intentionally sounding cutesy, you have to realize that yesterday’s dung can be
tomorrow’s fertilizer! Ed Cole is the one who said it first. What he meant was that, regardless of
events in your the past, whether financial failure, or a horrible childhood, time you spent in jail
for a crime that you committed—it doesn’t matter—God can take that dung and, by his
transcendent glory, turn it around and convert it into fertilizer for His honor.

Unfortunately, Job doesn’t understand that. When he compares himself with the
omnipotent God, he is brought to despair. If he looks at their relative strength, there is no hope; if
it is justice, who is going to appoint the place for him to plead? “Even if | was innocent, my
mouth would condemn me!” No, it is hopeless in his eyes. He cannot justify himself. He simply
despises himself and his life.

“Bil, you say that God will not cast away a perfect man, but as I think of His
omnipotence, and | see all of my pain and my loss, | say it is all one. No man can be just before
God if it depends on his justification of himself. The ‘perfect’ and the wicked stand in the same
place.

“You tell me to ‘cheer up,’ but if I try to forget my complaint and ‘be of good cheer,’
I’'m afraid of all my sorrows and that God still won’t hold me innocent.

“You tell me that if I were pure and upright He would surely work on my behalf, but
what more can [ do? I have appealed to him to pardon any transgression; it’s stupid to try and
wash myself. If | were to cleanse my own hands with lye, He would, so to speak, plunge me into
the ditch again.”

And there my beloved is the secret to your life! He has already worked on your behalf.
He has already pardoned your transgressions. Your own efforts to prove your worthiness is
useless and will thwart to liberty He is offering to you. Relax and enjoy His life that was freely
given to you!

A Cry for a Mediator
Job is getting lower and lower before God. Actually, I think he is heading for a major
depression. In Job’s mind, this distance between the Creator and the finite creature that he made
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is very great. “He’s not a man like me that I could confront in court. If only there was someone
to arbitrate between us, someone to lay his hand on us both.”

Bingo! That is what it is all about! That has been the need of every human heart since
Adam blew it in the garden. Job knew how to make his burned offerings and he understood that
somehow God used that as a means of accepting him. Right now, though, in his hour of need
when it seemed as though the Lord had deserted him, he needed an umpire—an arbitrator—
someone who would plead his case with God and also speak to him what the Lord had to say.

That, my friend, is what Jesus is all about! Right now, Job didn’t have that arbitrator, but
we do! “What then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?
Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy, are of the same family! . . .
You are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you an heir.”

Job not only wanted, he needed someone to lay his hand upon them both, someone to
remove God’s rod . . . “then | would speak up without fear of Him, but as it stands now with me,
| cannot.”

But because Jesus is our advocate and high priest, God invites us to come “boldly before
Him and receive Grace and Mercy in our times of need.”

But Job has become so weary of life he says he must give free rein to his complaint and
speak out in the bitterness of his soul. “I will plead with God.”

The following few verses are, as Psalm 102 is called, “A prayer of an afflicted man when
he is faint and pours out his lament before the Lord.” So accept it as that and see if you can get a
real feel for Job’s pain.

“Don’t condemn me, but tell me what charges you have against me. Does it please you to
oppress me? Do you see as a mortal sees? Are you judging me like these men, and searching me
for some secret sin when you who know all hearts, know | am not guilty?

“I am in your hands, Lord. You shaped me and made me yet you are destroying me. Are
you going to turn me into dust again?

“I know your character enough to know that you won’t overlook any transgression in
your children. If you did see anything that is ‘wicked’ then it will be ‘woe to me’ and you will
deal severely with me.

“Even if | am innocent, I cannot lift up my head; I am filled with shame.

“I don’t understand any of it and I want so much to be cleared of any unrighteousness if
only you would tell me . . .
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Covering Job chapters 11, 12, 13

Chapter 8

“You have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials
so that your faith, being of greater worth than gatthy be proved genuirie
—1 Peter 1:7

Here comes Zophar!

Zophar has obviously been chomping at the bit for a chance to put in his two-cents worth,
and right off the bat he shows himself as the type who shoots first and asks questions later.

He very roughly and bluntly breaks out, “Should a man full of talk be justified?”” His
indignation has been growing as he listens to Job plead with God and say that he knows of no
cause for his afflictions, but longs for an umpire to stand as judge between the Lord and himself.
So Zophar feels it incumbent upon himself to be that judge.

Zophar is the third friend to counsel Job, and is the oldest of the three. This may account
for his blunt language to a man of Job’s position and character.

Eliphaz had only hinted to Job the conclusions they had come to and Bildad had gently
echoed his words by saying, “if you were pure and upright” God would surely “awake for you.”
But Zophar doesn’t mince his words. He is fed up! It is time Job was spoken to a little more
plainly. Gentle dealing is evidently in vain, because he thinks Job is “full of talk” and “boasting.”
It’s only mockery for him to appeal to God in the way he has done and to persist in saying his
conscience is clear before Him.

| can almost picture these three men. | see Eliphaz slipping his thumbs into his
suspenders, leaning back as he chews on a piece of straw, saying; “Well, as I see it Job . . .”

Bildad probably pats Job on the hands as he gently tries to comfort him with his shallow
reasoning.

Zophar, on the other hand, probably throws his arms up in rage and disgust.

Zophar feels indignant on God’s behalf; he wishes that God would open His lips against
Job and show him that he was exacting even less that he deserved.

How a man could speak so boldly to God was beyond his comprehension. Did Job realize
the greatness of the God he was appealing to so freely?

Is Job, as a man, able to fathom the mysteries of God? Can he probe the limits of El
Shaddai? They are higher than the heavens, deeper than the depths of the grave, longer than this
earth, and wider than the sea. But the Lord knows men; He can see iniquity even though a man
does not.

What good does it do to talk to Job? “A witless man can no more become wise than a
wild ass’s colt can be born a man.

“Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to Him, if you put away
the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent . . . certainly then . . .”

OK, that does it!

Here comes Job again
Sometimes a blunt friend is a blessing! Job had only winced under the reproachful
sarcasm and assumed spiritual authority of Eliphaz. In answer, he expressed bitter
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disappointment at his lack of kindness and sympathy with him and then poured out a pathetic
account of his pitiful condition, as a man drawing near to the grave.

With Bildad’s gentle reasoning and evident desire to encourage him, Job almost sunk into
deeper despair as he considered the omnipotence of God, and struggled with the question of
“how” to be counted just before Him.

The rough language of Zophar jerks the slack out of Job and wakes up the faith that was
buried under all his self-pity. He is stirred to a tenacious hold on the character of God that
eventually carries him through his trial.

This “dying man” has a little more life in him than he knows. He answers Zophar as
bluntly as Zophar had spoken to him.

“Yes, I realize you know everything! All wisdom will die with you! But | know a few
things myself —I am not inferior to you!” Job cries. “Zophar, you’re causing me to be a
laughingstock to all my friends to talk to me like this. . . . I, who have in the past called upon
God, and received his answer, the man that has walked with God and known that he was
accepted by Him . . . is being laughed at by his neighbors.

“But men at ease have contempt for misfortune,” says the stricken man.

Job is as blunt as Zophar when he says, “Ask the animals and they will teach you!” Who
does not know that in the hand of the Lord is the life of every living thing?

Zophar had spoken of the greatness of God, but all nature bore witness to this. The ear
could test words, the same way the palate tested meat, and Job could not discern an ounce of
extraordinary light in Zophar’s language.

“You think that wisdom is with aged men? But I say that wisdom and might is with
God.” The God he pleaded with was “the One who worked all things after the counsel of His
Own will. It was He alone who had understanding.”

Zophar had wished that God would open His lips against Job, but Job was not afraid of
this. He desired with all his heart to speak with God. Like he said, he doesn’t feel inferior to
Zophar in his knowledge of the Lord. His friends supposedly came to help him, but they were
worthless physicians who smeared him with lies because they were charging him with things that
were utterly untrue. What good is a physician who cannot diagnose the case? Sure, they charge
you for the office call, but you still go away sick. It would show more wisdom if they would just
acknowledge their ignorance and be altogether silent. (That is a polite way to say, “shut up”).

His friends tried to reason with Job. Now they can listen to his reasoning. They had tried
to contend for God. What mockery! “The Lord never once said the things that you are putting in
His mouth! Does God want your help if you are going to twist the truth for him? Hey, guys, how
would you stand under examination?”’

They never would have spoken to Job back when he was a big shot the way they have
spoken to him on the ash heap. Weren’t they afraid of treating a fellow servant of God this
way?” These tremendous statements you have made have about as much value as ashes. Your
defense of God is fragile as a clay vase! Why don’t you just shut up and leave me alone, so that I
can speak. I’'m willing to face the consequences, whatever they are.”

Stepping out in faith

Zophar’s harshness puts a fire under Job and drives him to a desperate venture of faith.
Whatever the cost, he will take his life in his hands and cast himself on the character of God. He
will trust God no matter what happens! He still feels that as Almighty and majestic as the Lord
is, he can still argue his case with Him and that it might actually work toward his deliverance.
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He knows that a hypocrite or a godless man could never enter His presence but he will
“argue his case” before Him, even with his friends listening on. Maybe he cannot tell you how a
man is counted just before God, but he knows that he somehow will be justified.

Looking at his would-be helpers, Job asks if there is anyone that still wants to argue with
him about it because he’s in such a state that he just can’t hold his peace. Job just does not know
of any sin that he has committed and certainly does not know why he is suffering. He can only
think God is dealing with him arbitrarily and he cannot comprehend that.

Job’s appeal to God

Since Job’s friends are charging him with reaping what he has sown, and that he is
suffering less than his iniquity deserves, he turns to the Lord and cries out, “What have I done?
Point out my sin to me, don’t hide from me and turn me over to my enemy. Would you blame a
leaf that is blown about by the wind? Will you chase dry stubble?”

Job starts searching his heart again and wondering “are you making me pay for the
foolishness of my youth? I feel like I’ve been locked up in a prison without a trial, like a fallen,
rotting tree or a moth-eaten coat, only fit to be thrown aside.” Yet, he still doesn’t know of any
definite iniquity to cause all of this.

Powerlessness

Have you noticed that when life is good, we tend to have no questions, but when life is
bad, we have no answers? Job says, “Men at ease have contempt for misfortune” because the
secret of successful living seems, in happy times, so perfectly obvious, so clear and easy, that
anyone who happens to be struggling with life appears ignorant and foolish. “Poor wretch!” we
think to ourselves. “Why can’t he see the stupid mistakes he’s making? If only he would do this
or that, things would turn out well for him.” No matter how wise and good a person may have
been in the past, when misfortune strikes we tend to see it as exposing the victim’s hidden faults.
If a man has a heart attack, then he was probably working too hard. If our neighbor goes
bankrupt, then he probably had it coming to him. Whatever our theology might be, in any
tragedy there is just something in our finite minds that immediately looks to human causes.

The problem is that if human beings are going to be held responsible for everything bad
that happens to them, then the plain corollary is that we also have the power to effect our own
good. The problem is, such a watertight system of cause and effect, leaves no room for
dependent faith, no room for the gospel. Error replaces sin, and divine mercy is represented as
human virtue. Job defines this humanistic idolatry as, “those who carry their god in their hands.
The god of these people is only as strong as their own strength, only as wise as their own
intellect and only as good as the tangible blessings they acquire.

The truth is, in our own strength and power, there is nothing we can do about suffering.
We can’t reason our way out of it, run away from it, or do anything whatsoever to relieve our
circumstances on our own. Yea, | know we try to do it all through drugs, suicide, alcohol,
adultery, and a myriad of other evil things. Some try to overcome the situation with their “holy”
pursuits. We figure that if we can pray enough, have a positive-confession and do many other
“righteous” things, we will come out of it. I am very much in favor of a positive confession, an
affirmative attitude, prayer at all times, and the absolute authority of the Name of Jesus. That
being said, there are times we are powerless to help ourselves, it is up to God to help us. When
we adopt this kind of stance under conditions of trauma, we will discover the highest kind of
faith.

2
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Obviously, this kind of passive strategy can be abused. We are required to “put on the full
armor of God,” and “To pray without ceasing.” The point is that no amount of discipline,
positive thinking, or holy worry can in itself, adds a single hour to our life or an ounce of
happiness to our heart. The admission of personal powerlessness is fundamental to faith, and this
is where the difference lies between Job and his friends. His friends believe that not only is Job
able to help himself, but that they too can help him. This is the primary flaw with our modern
day “counseling.” In the words of Psalm 60:11-12, “The help of man is worthless. With God we
will gain the victory.” As Job puts it, “To God belongs wisdom and power; counsel and
understanding are his” (Job 12:13).

Whatever power we appear to exercise is only for a season and within a very limited
sphere. The President of the country is President only for a term, and in his own home, he may
have no authority at all. In our recent history, we have seen that they may not even have
authority over their own behavior. The general who commands thousands of troops might be
totally powerless to command enough discipline to reduce his waistline, and he might end his
days in a hospital bed being ordered by women in white. Some may believe | have a way with
words (although some believe too many words), but when it comes to dealing with my own kids,
I may at times be quite inept. As Thomas Millar writes in his book Biochemistry Explained
“Man has a will to power, but he has no real power. Any one of us could get leukemia tomorrow.
How’s that for being captain of your fate? We are all just children trying to grow up. We think
that means getting power. What it really means is learning to accept the powerless nature of the
human condition.”

The First Gospel

It’s refreshing to see Job turn the discussion away from the claustrophobic arguments
between him and his friends. “Ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air,
and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform
you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this?”” (Job 12:7-9)

Job points to the animals, the birds, the fish, and the very earth itself as conspicuous and
trustworthy beacons of wisdom. When God finally speaks at the end of the story, even He
doesn’t bring any abstract arguments. Instead, the Lord’s entire appeal is to the wonders of
nature. The result seems to move the whole-convoluted debate between Job and his friends into
the fresh air of the real world.

Job’s primary argument to support his theology looks to the real world. Job’s faith grabs
hold of all the strangeness and wildness of reality itself, while the faith of his friends doesn’t. If
you want to know the ways of the Lord, just look around you. If your theories and your
theologizing don’t mesh with the “real” world, then what good are they? Even a dog has more
knowledge of God than you do!

The Apostle Paul writes, “Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
made, so that men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). Nature, Paul implies, was God’s original
word to man, His original revelation. It was only when people rejected this perfectly obvious and
adequate display of His glory that the Lord was obliged to change tactics. He then began to deal
with sin through the special revelations of Scripture, and ultimately through the message of the
cross. Nevertheless, nature still stands as His first and sufficient revelation, His first gospel.
Mother nature is theology’s subconscious. She is our Father’s mother tongue.

This can be a difficult concept for Christians. We tend to undervalue the role of creation
as a revelation of God’s love and care, as a revelation of God’s glory. However, while it is
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important that the Christian faith be book-centered, it is just as important that it not be bookish.
What Job does in this passage is to urge his friends to get their noses out of their books, out of
their scholarly religious treatises, and to take a good look around them at the real world. As

David wrote in Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work
of his hands.”

The Squeaky Wheel

Amazingly, Job really believes that if he calls on God, God will appear and answer him.
This is astounding. He seems obstinately determined to talk to God face to face and to hear
answers from God’s own lips, and he won’t settle for anything less. Indeed the very essence of
Job’s faith is this insistence on having a personal encounter—more than that, a personal
relationship—with the Lord God Almighty. It’s as if he knew and took absolutely literally the
promise of Jesus, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9)

It’s significant to understand that this verse in Luke comes after the parable of a man who
needed bread in the middle of the night and so went pounding on the door of his sleeping friend.
“I tell you,” Jesus concludes the story, “though he will not get up and give him the bread because
he is his friend, yet because of the man’s persistence and boldness he will get up and give him as
much as he needs.” Is it wrong to be stubbornly determined to have a speaking-terms relationship
with God? No, on the contrary it’s wrong notto be determined enough. “Make every effort to
enter through the narrow door,” Jesus warned, “because many, I tell you, will try to enter and
will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.” But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you
or where you come from’* (Luke 13:24-25). The time to stand at the door of Heaven and knock
and plead for entry is not later, but now.

There’s a similar moral behind the parable Jesus told about the persistent widow in Luke
18. She kept going back to the judge with the same plea, “Grant me justice against my
adversary!” The judge kept refusing her, and then finally the judge said to himself, “Because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me
out with her constant pleas.” That’s what Job is doing. He is also asking for justice and does it in
the stubborn hope that somehow, in the final analysis, justice will prevail. It ‘s amazing! This
very stubbornness God accepts as faith. Here is another example, the prophet Habakkuk’s book
begins, “How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?”” (Habakkuk 1:2). The
fact that God seems to be ignoring this prayer doesn’t deter the prophet from continuing to call.
Some of you consider this proof of the silliness of faith in God to begin with. Not Habakkuk, he
is resolved to “stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts. I will look to see what he
will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint” (Habakkuk 2:1). How long the
prophet had to wait for his answer we’re not told. Apparently, the wait was well worth his while,
because the next verse in the book declares, “Then the Lord replied.” Two verses later appear the
famous words, “The righteous will live by his faith”—a statement so much admired by the New
Testament apostles that they quote it no less than three times (see Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:1;
Hebrews 10:38).

All of us have questions for God. But hardly anyone is willing to hold out and wait (let
alone to wheedle and pester the Lord) for an answer. Most people won’t wait on God even for
one minute. Why not? Frankly, I believe it’s because we truly don’t expect an answer. Job’s
friends are scandalized (as many religious people would be today) by the very thought of
bringing God directly and personally involved in their lives. “Just imagine!” they must have
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thought; “What kind of a kook does this Job think he is, calling on God as though He were a
person like you or 1, and actually expecting an answer? Hey, this is a serious theological
discussion we’re having, don’t go dragging any of this charismatic nonsense into it!”’ But the
message of Job, Habakkuk, Jesus’ parables on prayer and the lives of all serious believers over
the centuries is the same: the word of the Lord comes without fail to those whose faith takes a
peculiar form—the form of despair honestly and passionately expressed, combined with stubborn
persistence in holding out for an answer. If just a few people in a dead church would get down on
their knees and rattle the gates of Heaven, refusing to be comforted until the Lord brought
revival, then, I believe with my whole being, God would respond and “rend the heavens and
come down” (Isaiah 64:1)! In the economy of the Holy Spirit, the squeaky wheel gets the grease.

Holy Zeal

When 1 think of the reality of God and the current condition within most of our lives, |
am continually driven to look at the 18" chapter of | Kings. This is the episode where Elijah
meets the enemies of God on Mount Carmel. Consider it the “Battle of the Gods.” The prophets
of Baal do their best to get their god to come down and show himself. Of course, Elijah gets a
little cocky, challenging them to keep calling on their god, even though he doesn’t respond. “Oh
Baal, answer us!” they shout. Elijah counters, “Hey, shout louder. Surely, he is a god! Maybe
he’s deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he sleeping and you have to wake him up.
Maybe he’s taking a leak and can’t come right now.” So they keep on shouting and dancing.
They cut themselves with knives and spears, do all sorts of things to get this god of there’s up
and working. But there’s no answer, no response, no one paying attention.

So then, Elijah fixed up his altar, puts the sacrifice on it, arranges it nice and pretty and
even pours water on it to make it harder for his God to light the fire. (Go read the story, it’s
great!).

Unfortunately, in our individual lives, we lay out the altar and divide the sacrifice,
arrange it real pretty, just as Elijah did on Mount Carmel. Then we seem satisfied to count the
stones and rearrange the pieces without any concern that there’s no sign of fire. Sure, we love the
altar and delight in the sacrifice, yet how are we to reconcile ourselves with the continued
absence of fire?

There are all kinds of Bible teachers out there. I am just one of millions. Each of us tries
to set forth correct doctrine, but too many seem satisfied to teach the fundamentals of faith and
remain totally unaware there’s no manifest Presence in our ministry or anything unusual in our
personal lives.

We minister constantly to believers who feel within their hearts a longing, which our
teaching simply doesn’t satisfy. It is horrendous to realize that God’s children are starving while
actually seated at the Father’s table. A. W. Tozer pointed out, “it is not mere words that nourish
the soul, but God Himself.”

I encourage you to read Tozer’s classic work The Pursuit of Godt’s writing that will stir
your heart and challenge you to a holy pursuit. Listen to his words of wisdom, desire, and
passion:

“. .. there are to be found increasing numbers of persons whose religious
lives are marked by a growing hunger after God Himself. They are eager for
spiritual realities and will not be put off with words, nor will they be content with
correct “interpretations’ of truth. They are athirst for God, and they will not be
satisfied til they have drunk deep at the Fountain of Living Water . . .
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“... They desire God above all. They are athirst to taste for themselves the
‘piercing sweetness’ of the love of Christ about Whom all the holy prophets did
write and the psalmists did sing . . .

“. .. unless and until the hearers find God in personal experience, they are not
the better for having heard the truth. The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means
to bring men to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God . . .

“. .. The modern scientist has lost God amid the wonders of His world; we
Christians are in real danger of losing God amid the wonders of His Word . . . the
whole transaction of religious conversion has been made mechanical and
spiritless. Faith may now be exercised without a jar to the moral life and without
embarrassment to the Adamic ego . . . The man is ‘saved,’ but he is not hungry
nor thirsty after God . . . we have almost forgotten that God is a Person and, as
such, can be cultivated as any person can . . . but full knowledge of one
personality by another cannot be achieved in one encounter. It is only after long
and loving . . . intercourse that the full possibilities of both can be explored.

“...God is a Person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He thinks, wills,
enjoys feels, loves, desires and suffers . . .

“You and I are in little (our sins excepted) what God is in large. Being made
in His image we have within us the capacity to know Him. In our sins we lack
only the power. The moment the Spirit has quickened us to life in regeneration
our whole being senses its kinship to God and leaps up in joyous recognition.
That is the heavenly birth without which we cannot see the Kingdom of God. It is,
however, not an end but an inception, for now begins the glorious pursuit, the
heart’s happy exploration of the infinite riches of the Godhead. That is where we
begin, I say, but where we stop no man has yet discovered, for there is in the
awful and mysterious depths of the Triune God neither limit nor end. . . .

“. .. come near to the holy men and women of the past and you will soon feel
the heat of their desire after God. They mourned for Him, they prayed and
wrestled and sought for Him day and night, in season and out, and when they had
found Him the finding was all the sweeter for the long seeking. Moses used the
fact that he knew God as an argument for knowing Him better. "Now, therefore, |
pray thee, if | have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that | may
know thee, that | may find grace in thy sight’; and from there he rose to make the
daring request, ‘I beseech thee, show me thy glory.” God was frankly pleased by
this display of ardour, and the next day called Moses into the mount, and there in
solemn procession made all His glory pass before him . . .

“David’s life was a torrent of spiritual desire, and his psalms ring with the cry
of the seeker and the glad shout oft he finder. Paul confessed the mainspring of
his life to be his burning desire after Christ. "That | may know Him,” was the goal
of his heart, and to this he sacrificed everything. “Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that |
may win Christ’ (Philippians 3:8).

“. .. How tragic that we in this dark day have had our seeking done for us by
our teachers. Everything is made to center upon the initial act of “accepting’
Christ (a term, incidentally, which is not found in the Bible) and we are not
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expected thereafter to crave any further revelation of God to our souls. We have
been snared in the coils of a spurious logic which insists that if we have found
Him we need no more seek Him.

“. .. every age has its own characteristics. Right now we are in an age of
religious complexity. The simplicity which is in Christ is rarely found among us.
In its stead are programs, methods, organizations and a world of nervous activities
which occupy time and attention but can never satisfy the longing of the heart.
The shallowness of our inner experience, the hollowness of our worship, and the
servile imitation of the world which marks our promotional methods all testify
that we, in this day, know God only imperfectly, and the peace of God scarcely at
all . ..

“. .. If we would find God amid all the religious externals we must first
determine to find Him, and then proceed in the way of simplicity . . .”

“... When religion has said its last word, there is little that we need other
than God Himself . . .”

If you are not excited about spending time with Jesus here on earth, what makes you
think things will change in heaven?

Yes!

Here’s Job complaining and carrying on when he finally states, “Though he slay me, yet
will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face” (Job 13:15). Whoa! Now, I truly
wish he would quit blaming God for his crisis, but with these words, God has just won His wager
with Satan. | realize that on earth Job and his friends will continue to slug it out for a while
longer. Nevertheless, in Heaven everything is now settled, and it’s settled on the basis of Job’s
clear and stunning declaration, “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him.”

Remember the Devil’s initial taunt, “Does Job fear God for nothing?” (Job 1:9). Without
realizing what he’s doing, Job now delivers a direct answer to that taunt, and his answer is a
resounding yes! YES! —Job’s trust in God is unconditional. YES! —This man isn’t just out for
himself. YES! —There is such a thing as faith that carries absolutely no ulterior motive—in
other words, there is such a thing as love! And YES! —Job possesses this entirely disinterested
faith and love towards God. Even if God Himself should strike him dead, Job declares he will
not cease to trust Him.

Here’s the kind of faith against which the Devil has nothing to say. Here’s the faith of a
man in which neither death nor hell has any hold. I can think of only two other places in the
Bible in which such faith is so purely and intensely expressed. The first occasion is in the
willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac, and secondly, in the willing death of the
Son of God on a cross.

What’s the secret of such faith? Maybe the secret lies in the second part of Job’s
statement. “I will surely defend my ways to his face.” We need to accept without questioning,
without hesitation and without equivocation our gift of righteousness. Even when the reality of
that righteousness is what seems most in question. The time we need to cling the hardest to the
promised and inalienable truth of our righteousness, is when we feel most overwhelmed and
defeated by the onslaughts of the Devil. When we are tormented by the pressures of the world,
the weight of our own sin, and by the threat of death itself. This is the hope of the gospel. This is
the time we can’t afford to fail to defend our way to God’s face. What is our way? Our way is
Jesus Christ.
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The Legal Metaphor

Job states emphatically, “Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated.
Can anyone bring charges against me?” (Job 13:18-19). Then Isaiah seems to quote Job when he
says, “He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me?” (Isa 50:8). Even
Paul seems to cite both of them in the familiar passage in his letter to the Roman church, when
he wrote, “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who
justifies. Who is he that condemns?”” (Romans 8:33-34).

Job’s confidence in his innocence and his yearning to have his name cleared take the
form of an earnest plea to have his case tried in court—and not just any court, but before the
judgment-seat of God Himself. Job seemed to understand that the God of the universe must
ultimately be a God of justice, and that if only Job’s case could be tried before the highest courts
his innocence will be affirmed.

In the Gospels, we often hear Jesus speak to the Pharisees as though He was giving
formal testimony in a court of law. He often prefaced his statements with “I tell you the truth”
(or in the King Jim version, “Verily, verily, I say unto you”)—almost as if He was swearing on a
stack of Bibles. That seemed to irritate the Pharisees. They preferred to keep things on the level
of a straightforward theological debate. Jesus, on the other hand, could see what to their eyes was
invisible: the heavenly courtroom, with God the Father presiding on the bench. The Pharisees
tried to discredit this by saying, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is
not valid” (John 8:13). But Christ kept at it, making it clear that whether the Pharisees liked it or
not, the highest of all courts was already in session. Even now, the evidence was being heard,
evidence that would lead to certain conviction for all who refused to acknowledge the truth.

Job does the same thing. Now he obviously has never actually seen the supreme court of
God, like Jesus had, but he assumes its existence and calls on it to convene. He even addresses
himself to it in advance, filing what today we would call a formal deposition. This is the context
in which Job, with unshakable conviction, asserts, “Now that I have prepared my case, I know I
will be vindicated.”

In a sense, to be a Christian is to spend our life preparing our case for Judgment Day—
carefully and patiently gathering evidence to parade before the Devil whenever he accuses us,
and before the Lord when He comes to judge the earth. It is to our benefit to be as certain as we
possibly can of the strength of our defense. The only way to do this is to make very sure that our
stand is squarely on the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and not on any merits of our own. Jesus is
the divine defense counsel appointed to all who believe, and unlike Perry Mason and Matlock,
He doesn’t lose His cases. For those He defends there is really only one question, and that is
whether we are prepared to accept and to trust in the divine fiat of our righteousness in Christ.
This righteousness is a carte blanche, a final and unappealable verdict of Not Guilty that places
us beyond the law. It’s a condition entirely uncomplicated by fine print, loopholes, liens, riders,
or codicils. “If God is for us,” declares Paul, “who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). So to be
against our own re-born, regenerate selves is to be against God.

God is my Witness

“Only grant me these two things, O God,” Job asks, “and then I will not hide from you:
Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors” (Job 13:20-21)

These two prayer requests of Job’s happen to be the very conditions that God in fact
grants to anyone that accepts the message of the gospel. By faith in Jesus Christ, believers are,
first, “saved from God’s wrath” (Rom. 5:9), and secondly we are “enabled to serve Him without
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days” (Luke 1:74-75).
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As we just saw above, Job understands that spiritual truth is like legal truth. In both areas,
a case may appear hopelessly complicated on the surface, and yet underneath the confusion there
is always a hard kernel of truth. The defendant is guilty as charged or he’s not; either the sinner
is saved or he’s not. This present life may be clouded with gray, but the job of the legal system is
to make everything black and white. It brings all the facts out into the open to weight them and
pass judgment. While human law accomplishes this goal imperfectly, God’s law will accomplish
it perfectly in the end.

Now, let’s ponder that a moment. We all know that in our earthly legal system there are
inequities and injustice. Just as outlaws of society can get off scot-free, so blatant offenders
against God can go on living as though they are innocent, when the fact is they are guilty as sin
(pardon the pun). By the same token, righteous believers who have been acquitted of their sins
can, through unrelenting pressures of the world and the flesh and the Devil, turn around and live
their daily lives just as though they are still under condemnation.

This is the very corner Job’s friends are trying to back him into, but he will have none of
it. Job knows in his heart that his God is a God of love and forgiveness. He seems to understand
the message of I John 4:10, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Job is certainly aware that he himself doesn’t love
God as he should; but he also knows that his love for God isn’t the basis of his faith. The basis of
his faith is God’s love for him. The fact that he’s not feeling a peaceful, joyful trust and love
towards his God isn’t what is on the top of his mind. What is, however, is the fact that God loves
him. In his crying out to God to bring his case to court, Job isn’t being unduly demanding; he’s
simply asking his legal rights from a just God.

When the position of the Apostle Paul was called into question, he went so far as to say,
“I call God as my witness” (I Corinthians 1:23). Job is also so bold as to believe that God
Himself will ultimately testify on his behalf. As preposterous as it may sound, this is the very
essence of the gospel. God is the one who has sworn to take our part, to defend us eternally
against all accusation, and to believe in Him is to take Him at His word and gratefully to accept
His protection. It is on this very basis that we in turn become witnesses for Him, taking the stand
to declare His faithfulness to a lost world. This isn’t a religion but a relationship. In other words,
it’s not one-sided but two-sided, being comprised not merely of our faith in God but of His in us.
It is our faith, that behind all the fear and pain of life in a fallen world, lies a loving and all-
sufficient God. It is God’s faith that behind our corrupt nature lies a being with a capacity for
perfection and everlasting life.
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Covering Job chapter 14

Chapter 9

“But God was with him and
rescued himrbm all his troubles’
—Acts 7:10

The Wilderness and Other Trying Times

Now Job starts meditating on the frailty of human life, and the words he uses make it
appear that he didn’t yet have clear assurance of the life to come. To him, the “land of the
shadow of death” is apparently a “land of thick darkness, as darkness itself . . . anyone that goes
down to the grave will never come up again.”

All of his life Job has walked with God and known His blessings but now, through his
affliction, he will learn what he never was able to learn in his prosperity.

Ecclesiastes 7:3 says, “sorrow is better than laughter, for by the sadness of the
countenance the heart is made better and gains gladness,” that “sadness has a refining influence
on us” (Living Bible). “For God sometimes uses sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from
sin and seek eternal life. We should never regret His sending it” (I Corinthians 7:10).

It’s unfortunate that this “refining influence” can’t be found in our times of peace and
prosperity. However, the realities of God’s Kingdom will only be unveiled to us when the love of
everything this world has to offer has been stripped from our grasp.

Purifying fire and times of crisis will cause us to get things out of our lives that we didn’t
even realize were in there.

Let me illustrate this if I can: Let’s pretend you just created a vase out of clay, then
placed it into a kiln to harden. The extreme pressure caused by the heat hardens and purifies the
clay. Any foreign substances in the clay, like a piece of straw or dirt, would cause the clay to
expand and to explode, marring the vase. So it is our lives.

If there are any impurities in our lives, the stress of adversity will force them to the
surface and if not dealt with then, would, | believe, destroy us or at least our testimony and cause
anger to rise against our Father.

Sorrow will teach us lessons that laughter never could. It has been said that there can be
no Pentecost without first experiencing a Calvary. There can be no Canaan without first going
through the Wilderness.

| have heard it argued the wilderness experience of the Israelites wasn’t at all necessary.
The argument says that the reason the people of God had to spend that time wandering around in
the desert was because of their own sin, that it wasn’t God’s desire or plan.

This is true, although, the scripture also says, “when Pharaoh let the people go, God did
not lead them on the road through the Philistine Country, although that was shorter. For God
said, ‘if they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the
people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea” (Exodus 13: 17-18).

Even before the people of Israel sinned and had to wander for 40 years in the wilderness,
God already knew something about them. He knew that they weren’t ready to go right into the
Promised Land. It has been said that it took one day for God to take Israel out of Egypt, but it
took 40 years to take Egypt out of Israel.
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Moses told them to remember how the Lord led them in the desert for 40 years, “to
humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would
keep his commands. He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never
known, to humble you and test you, to do you good in the end” (Deuteronomy 8:2-5, 16).

Clearly, God’s purpose for the wilderness journey was for training, for discipline, for
instruction. God was acting as a father to provide for His people. Part of His provision was to
bring His children through the wilderness.

God does indeed have a purpose and He is bringing us into the land of promise. However,
when we get there, we have to be mature enough to accept the responsibilities and privileges of
that inheritance. He has to lead us through a process of growth, of training, of instruction, so that
we will not only be brought out of Egypt, but that Egypt would be brought out of us.

Granted, the actual number of years wandering around was indeed punishment for sin.
The Israelites could have gone into the Promised Land much sooner if they had only submitted to
His training. But there was still something in the plan of God that involved a journey in going
through the wilderness.

One way or another we all have to go through a wilderness of our own and the length of
time that it takes will vary depending on our response to His leading and instruction. The most
important thing to remember is that His purpose is to do us good in the end.

So often what we may desire is not what the Lord wants to give us, not because He’s a
mean stepfather who wants to take away all the dreams and desires of his children. No, He
actually has something that is better for us. Yet, we cannot see that any more than a screaming
child who has been denied something he desires, can see the long-term benefits of the present
denial.

This exhortation by Moses was motivated by the fact that the people of God were missing
the food they had back in Egypt. There were actually a lot of things that they didn’t miss, but
what they could remember were the fresh, crisp vegetables, the juicy watermelons, tart onions,
fish and Domino’s Pizza. Now here they were, out in this wasted wilderness, supposedly on their
way to some “Promised Land” which didn’t seem to be anywhere nearby, and all they had to eat
was something called manna

Now that word, manna doesn’t mean bread. It simply means “whatcha-ma-call-it.” In
other words, they looked at that stuff and said, “what in the world is this?”” Now can you imagine
eating the same thing every meal, day after day, and not even knowing what it is? | mean | often
eat the same thing for breakfast several days in a row, but the same thing for every meal? Every
day? Moses was saying that they had to remember the road on which the Lord had led them.
Then explains why: “To humble you, to test you, and to discover whether or not it was in your
heart to keep his commandments.”

Here they are out in the desert, for forty years, looking for the land that flowed with milk
and honey and all they could see were the sand-which-is here. (Say it fast and you will catch the
pun . .. get it? —-you may groan now).

The time of training is exactly what the Lord is up to in our wilderness. Maybe it’s a
wilderness of loneliness, or singleness. Maybe it’s a debilitating case of depression. Possibly, a
wilderness of working in a job you don’t like or a wilderness of missionary work that is just plain
hard work instead of the glamour you expected. Whatever it is is it for nothing? NO! It’s to
humble you, to test you, and to discover whether your heart is set on obedience and if you will be
able to find contentment even in turmoil.
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Stand strong in your time of “testing.” Call our to your Father and don’t rest until He
answers you! Pursue His wisdom and guidance and support as you would a buried treasure—
make whatever sacrifices that are needed. Through aside every hindrance to find the light of
Righteousness and Liberty!

Job’s Question

Job’s sorrow makes him ask, “who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?”
Obviously, Job realizes that man, as he is himself, is unclean. Certainly, a corrupt tree cannot
produce good fruit. “That which is flesh is flesh” and there is no hope for man except to die and
start all over again, and that demands a new birth from above.

Job understands that there is hope for a tree if it is cut down; new life springs again. But
what about a man when he dies? “Where is he? If a man dies, will he live again?” If he could just
know for sure, that one thought alone would give him hope and he would wait patiently all the
way through this conflict until he would hear the voice of God call him to another life. When that
happened, he would know that the Lord actually did have a plan and purpose after all. However,
right now, it seems like God is counting his steps, and watching minutely for sin, so that He can
bundle them all together as evidence against him.

Running water will wear away even stone, and Job is feeling very worn out with his
afflictions. This prolonged trial is destroying every bit of hope. Anyone in this depth of distress
becomes oblivious to anything else going on around him. All he feels is his own pain and mourns
over himself. In Charles Swindoll’s book, “For Those Who Huyt his number one
recommendation for overcoming pain is to quit looking at yourself and start reaching out to
comfort others.

It’s so easy to become engrossed in our own pain and ourselves. We try to analyze,
understand and discuss our problems away. Elisabeth Elliot tells an interesting tale of her
journey to Ecuador:

“We were two women and one man—~he in shorts and rubber knee boots, we
in standard jungle garb of blouses, skirts, and tennis shoes. As we plowed through
the mud, some spiritual parallels came to mind.

“Every step of faith is a step of ‘faith.” In some places, the logs were
submerged in mud. Finding one to put your foot on did not make it easier to find
the next one.

“Each step was a ‘decision,” but to make it a ‘problem’ would have halted
progress altogether. Sometimes the choice was to balance on a 3-inch-diameter
log laid parallel to the path and take a chance of slipping off sideways and falling
into the mud, or to step deliberately into mud (which was like peanut butter) up to
one’s knees, or to try to beat one’s way through the tangle of the side at the trail
(and of course that tangle could always hold snakes). You had to keep moving.
Decisions, therefore, had to be snap decisions.

“If we had let each step be a problem, to be paused and pondered over, we’d
still be there. If a decision turned out to be the wrong one, which it often seemed
to be, you simply pulled yourself out and kepton . . .

“The trail—always leading us to our goal—took on various aspects. We were
not always in mud up to our knees or trying to find footing on logs that were in
some places submerged. For short spaces, the trail was gravel. Sometimes there
were hills to climb and rivers to wade where we got the chance to rinse off a few
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pounds of jungle soil. At times we were in sunshine where the forest had been cut
back to make pasture, at other times in deep shade.

“There was a tiny footprint in front of me. You learn when you travel jungle
trails to recognize the differences in footprints. A party of Indians had evidently
preceded us not long before. One of them was a child no more than three. As we
came to what seemed to me impassable sections, | found myself spurred on by the
knowledge that where the trail was firmer | would find the little footprint. Sure
enough. That little person had made it through what was for him hip-high mud,
across precarious logs, into the streams, up the hills and down the slick ravines.
There is something amazingly heartening in the knowledge that somebody else
has been over the course before—especially if it’s somebody who has had
manifestly greater difficulties than ours to overcome. Most of the time there was
no evidence at all of his going and I could lose heart. But here and there again the
evidence lay, clear and unmistakable. If he had made it, so could I.”

I have had people say to me, “That’s great, Nickolas, but you don’t know what I’ve been
through.” It really doesn’t matter, my friend. In I Cor. 12.9, the Lord says, “My grace is
sufficient for you.” It is sufficient against any danger or pain, or memory or illness, or weakness,
or bad habit . . . “to enable you to bear the trouble manfully because my strength and power
(which is his grace) are made perfect and shown most effective in your weakness” (paraphrase of
the Amplified Version). What you are saying, in effect, is that your problem is bigger than His
grace. If that is what you believe, you are going to have some real hard theological questions to
answer.

As long as we are continuing on our journey, we have to simply attend to the tasks at
hand and live out our lives today. Live it without contemplating what happened before, without
worrying about the future and especially not regretting the way it is now. We cannot always see
into heaven; we have to live on earth. Just keep moving steadily ahead, one foot in front of the
other, regardless of whether it is the “log,” the “rock,” or the “mud” that receives it. The Bible
does not speak of problems. As Corrie ten Boom says, “God has no problems, only plans.” Don’t
think about the problems but of the purpose. Elisabeth Elliot’s advice is to “encounter the
obstacle, make a choice—always with the goal in mind.”

She goes on:

“We are conditioned nowadays, however, to define everything as a problem .
.. A group of young wives asked me to speak to them on ‘The Problems of
Widowhood.” I declined, explaining, in the first place, that | did not regard
widowhood as a problem, and, in the second place, that if I did, | was not sure |
had any warrant for unloading my own problems onto the shoulders of young
women who had enough of their own, and in the third place, a widow has only
one ‘problem,” when it comes right down to it—she has no husband. And that’s
something nobody can do anything about.

“Life is full of things we can’t do anything about, but which we are supposed
to do something with. ‘He himself endured a cross and thought nothing of its
shame because of the joy that was set before Him.” A very different story from the
one which would have been written if Jesus had been prompted by the spirit of
our age: ‘Don’t just endure the cross—think about it, talk about it, share it,
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express your gut-level feelings, get in touch with yourself, find out who you are,
define the problem, analyze it, get counseling, get the experts’ opinions, discuss
solutions, work through it.” Jesus endured it.”

We live in an evil world. Hurt, pain, loneliness, loss, death, deterioration are a part of it.
There is a bumper sticker that has become very popular lately which, paraphrased for decency,
reads: “Stuff Happens.” I don’t want to sound like a defeatist, but rather a realist. My question to
you is how are you going to respond to the ‘natural course’ of this world? Are you going to rise
above it? Don’t become defeated, realize that we are in a war zone and in this war, there are
victors and there are casualties. There are no non-combatants. There are no innocent bystanders.
We are to stand strong in the power of his might.

The Place of the Dead

In the next few sections we are going to wrestle with Job’s attitude (and that of the Old
Testament in general) regarding death and the afterlife. We need to understand the concept of
death the ancients held, and then we will see how a brighter revelation came with the
resurrection of Jesus. You see, if we were to convert Job’s ideas of death into modern thinking,
he would be saying, “When you’re dead, you’re dead.” Whoa, is this the position of great faith?

Job uses the image of a tree to represent the possibility of new life. Even if you cut down
a tree and destroy it, he says, “at the scent of water” it is capable of budding again. In the mind of
a Christian, this imagery is great! But not so for Job. He knew nothing of the “shoot” that would
arise from the “stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). He also knew nothing of the dead tree on Calvary
that would spring up to eternal life.

Job’s statement that the dead “will not awake” is softened slightly by the qualifying
phrase, “till the heavens are no more.” Again, to a Christian mindset, this is good preaching! It
should immediately bring up that awesome occasion when “the heavens will disappear with a
roar” and the Lord will usher in “a new heaven and a new earth” (II Peter 3:10-13). However,
Job had no knowledge of Christian theology. He was actually describing something that in his
mind was impossible, unthinkable. He meant that it was as unlikely that human beings would
ever rise from the dead as that the stars would fall out of the sky.

This view was the standard teaching of his time regarding the afterlife. The Old
Testament folks had no concept of “Heaven.” Heaven was the place where God lived, but there
was never any suggestion that the faithful would go there when they died. In fact, the Hebrew
world for the place of the dead was “Sheol,” and Sheol was a murky limbo of a place, cold and
forbidding. As David described it in Psalm 88:10-12, it was a region of “darkness” and
“oblivion.” “Do you show your wonders to the dead? . . . Is your love declared in Sheol? . . . Are
your wonders known in the place of darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?” 1
am not positive, but this may be the thinking behind the erroneous doctrine of Purgatory. No
doubt, it was far better to be alive on earth than to be in Sheol!

Strange as it may seem, it appears that when Old Testament believers died they did not
go to Heaven but to someplace rather nearer to (though not the same as) the Christian concept of
Hell. Instead of going to be “with the Lord,” they were merely “gathered to their people” (see
Genesis. 25:8, etc.). Granted, when Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus on the Mount of
Transfiguration it was in a glorified state, for the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob “is not the
God of the dead but of the living” (Matt. 22:32). On the other hand, what are we to make of the
great prophet Samuel who, when he was called up from the grave, appeared back on earth not as
a radiant and glorified being but as a perturbed spirit, a ghostly old man who was at the mercy of
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a pagan spiritualist. (see I Sam. 28)? As Jesus taught, “No one has ever gone into heaven except
the one who came from heaven” (John 3:13). Again, when Jesus told His disciples that He was
going to His “Father’s house” in order “to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2), the clear
implication was that before this no such place had been prepared. Even in the case of King
David, Peter thought it important to declare in his Pentecost sermon, “Brothers, I can tell you
confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day,” and
he “did not ascend into heaven” (Acts 2:29, 34). In the words of Thomas a Kempis, “Under the
Old Law the gates of Heaven were shut and the way to Heaven dark.”

This might seem like a bleak and muddled conclusion. What else was there to say about
death before Jesus Christ came to break the bonds of the grave and to “set all its captives free?”

Death without Frills

Job finds himself in an impossible situation. The proverbial Catch 22. His suffering is so
great that one of the few thoughts that bring him any comfort is the thought of death. Yet, even
death doesn’t hold any comfort since he knows that it will only leave him worse off than before.
Think about it. On the one hand, there are times when he passionately longs for the grave,
extolling it as a realm of “peace” where “the weary are at rest.” (Job 3:13) But on the other hand,
he knows in his heart of hearts the grave is the one thing to be feared more than anything else,
because it is the “place of no return . . . of deep shadow and disorder” (Job 10:21-22).

What a grim realist Job is! He knows there must be some way out of this impasse, and yet
he also knows that whatever the answer is, it is something dark and obscure. As we have seen,
even in conventional Israelite theology there was no reason to look forward to anything good
after death. For everyone who died, there was one common destiny. As David lamented to the
Lord in Psalm 6:5, “No one remembers you when you are dead. Who praises you from the
grave?” As the author of Ecclesiastes observed, “All go to the same place; all come from dust,
and to dust all return. Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward?” (Ecc. 3:20-21).

For those of us who live in the age of grace, it is very difficult to understand how Old
Testament believers could ever have sustained their faith in God. Remember that after Jesus died
the “veil separating the Holiest place in the Temple was split from top to bottom.” It says, “The
earth shook, rocks split and graves where opened. It then goes on to say, “Tombs were opened.
(A number of bodies of holy men who were asleep in death rose again. They left their graves
after Jesus’ resurrection and entered the holy city and appeared to many people).” The rending of
the curtain meant several things. For one thing, it meant that full atonement had been made and
that Christ had gone through the veil into the presence of the Father. It meant that the high
priestly ministry of Jesus made a human priesthood unnecessary between man and God and that
all Christians have immediate access to God the Father, without any intermediaries except Christ
himself. On top of all that, it meant that those who had died were ushered into the presence of
God! (Rom. 5:2; Eph. 2:18; 3:12; Heb. 7:23-28; 9:12, 24; 10:19, 20). Sheol was no more, and
Heaven became our destiny!

This was not the case for Job and the believers of old. If you think of it, what possible
hope was there for the dying? We can sidestep this question by dismissing pre-Christian views of
the afterlife as simply being vague and indistinct. If anything, the Old Testament writers saw
very clearly into this matter. What they saw was totally different from what any of the other
cultures all around them saw. They saw in death the great, gaping, terrifying opposite of
everything that was good in this present life. For the most part, they didn’t talk about the
“hereafter” much. What was there to say? Unlike the Egyptians, for example, pious Jews had no
interest in spiritualism or the occult or in any esoteric knowledge of Heaven or the underworld.
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They also did not have anything to do with elaborate funeral rituals designed to expedite the soul
on its “final journey.” Actually, their death was a death without frills. It is one of the great
distinguishing marks of the Hebrew Bible that it refuses either to idealize or to mythologize
death. It shows absolute scorn for any attempt to fill in the intolerable blank of the grave with
man-made fantasies.

Soon we will see the Lord admonish Job in His great speech out of the whirlwind, “Have
the gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of deep shadows?” (Job 38:17). If
the Old Testament prophets had little to say on this issue, simply because little had been revealed
to them by God. They said what they had been authorized to say, and no more. Like Job himself,
they saw death for exactly what it was—a “land of gloom and deep shadow” where “the dead are
in deep anguish.”

Without an understanding of Job’s view on death, we will never be able to understand the
sheer boldness and originality of Job’s proposed solution. Job suggests in 14:3 that he might be
“hidden in the grave” until God’s “anger has passed” and then, at a set time, be “remembered.”
Think about it, isn’t this the plan of resurrection which began to be fulfilled on Easter morning?

Resurrection

Job now asks the ultimate question, “If a man dies, will he live again?” Notice he did not
ask, “If a man dies, will he go to heaven?” “Will death turn out to be the doorway into something
wonderful?”” No, his question is a more unusual one than that, because it concerns whether or not
a human being, once dead and doomed to Sheol, would live again. What is remarkable in this
approach is that it neither sidesteps nor soft-pedals the reality of death. Instead, since it does not
attempt to belittle death’s doubted finality, Job looks it straight in the eye. He accepts this dark
destiny as his necessary due and so becomes, like Jesus Himself, “obedient to death” (Phil. 2:8).

Here he looks death square in the eye, and still asks whether someday, even though long
dead and in the grave, will he brought back to life. It is important to grasp that this notion of a
life-after-death had no place in the orthodox theological doctrine of Job’s day. Years later, Old
Testament writers, from King David on, were to deliver startling prophecies of bodily
resurrection (see, for example, Psalm 16:10; Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2). However, back in Job’s
day, there was no such teaching. As commentator Norman Habel writes, “The resurrection
terminology employed by Job’s speech seems to reflect a popular tradition against which
standard Israelite teaching was directed.” To the ears of Job’s friends, in other words, all his fine
prophetic fantasies would have been heresy, and Eliphaz says as much in his rebuttal (See Job
chapter 15).

There is a funny thing about heresy, however, which is that in the odd case where the
heretic turns out to be right, he is no longer a heretic, but a prophet. | think immediately of all of
the church reformers, the apostles, and other believers that were murdered in the name of the
Catholic Church. As it turns out, Job’s solution to the intolerable question mark of death just
happens to be God’s own solution. Look at Jesus’ proclamation in John 5:25, “I tell you the
truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God
and those who hear will live.” Try to imagine the charge Job must have gotten when he saw the
enactment of this very event he predicted, “You will call and I will answer you; you will long for
the creature your hands have made” (Job 14:15). Even above that, he declares that however long
it might take, “I will wait for my renewal to come” (Job 14:14). Job’s attitude has to be the
epitome of New Testament faith, as Christians also “wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved” (Romans 8:23-24). Since Job posed
the question, “If a man dies, will he live again?”” he places so much confidence on a positive
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response. He as much as states with Paul, “If the dead are not raised . . . your faith is futile; you
are still in your sins” (I Corinthians 15:16-17).

In the light of all this, Job must certainly be seen as a very early Christian prophet of the
resurrection. In this chapter, his thinking on the subject is still groping and tentative. In
subsequent speeches, his statements grow increasing bolder, to the point where in 19:25-26 he
will cry out, “I know that my Redeemer lives . . . and after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my
flesh I will see God.” This has to be the most essential hope and promise in the Christian life! So
much so that the earthly life we now live consists simply in practicing for the moment of
resurrection. “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you” (Ephesians
5:14). Other religions might be happy to let the old body rot in the ground, so long as the soul
journeys onward or is reincarnated. To the Christian this is a horrifying evasion of reality. In the
final analysis it isn’t so much the salvation of our souls that we human creatures are primarily
concerned about, as the salvaging of our poor, dear, bedraggled hides. Because we don’t just
have bodies—we are bodies. What we long for isn’t to become pure disembodied spirits, but
rather to have our spirits harmoniously reunited with our bodies. (As long as our bodies can work
the way they are meant to, without ever wearing out). And wow! —this very dream turns out to
be exactly what our Savior has for us up His amazing sleeve!

Sin and Death

It should not surprise us that in the middle of his thoughts and meditations on death, Job
also brings up the issue of sin. In his mind, you can’t separate the two. They are so entwined that
they are almost one and the same. The very reason human beings die is that they are sinners.
“Death came to all men,” Paul wrote, “because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). Death isn’t only the
consequence but also the evidence of sin. When the body dies, all that’s left is sin; all that’s left
is the naked fact of total corruption, laid out for everybody to see. Hence, the old warning, “Your
sin will find you out.”

This is the very essence of Job’s problem. Since he finds his body “wasting away like
something rotten, like a garment eaten by moths™ (Job 13:28), he assumes that the Lord is
refusing to forgive him, refusing to release him from his sin. As far as Job is concerned, as long
as sickness and death are in the world, sin remains unconquered. His friends seem to believe that
righteousness is living without any taint of moral corruption. Yet, if that was true, it should also
be possible to avoid physical corruption. Then the righteous would go on living forever, while
only the godless died. Clearly, this isn’t the case, and so for Job the physical death of the
righteous was an obstacle in the way of the helplessly naive theology of his friends. Beyond that,
any religion that can’t get its followers free from the curse of death, hasn’t done a good enough
job with the problem of sin.

The biggest difference between Job and his friends is most evident in their vastly
different views to the problems of sin and death. His friends, like many of us, have struck a kind
of a deal with death, where we just don’t think about it much. Then the Lord steps in and says,
“Your covenant with death will be annulled; your agreement with the grave will not stand”
(Isaiah 28:18). But you see, Job never made that type of agreement, that’s why he is free to
protest loudly to his God about the outrageous insult of death: “As torrents wash away the soil,
so you destroy man’s hope. You overpower him once for all, and he is gone.” When it comes to
the issue of sin, the friends imply that it’s possible to “put away sin” and lead an impeccable life.
Job, on the other hand, hopes that the time will come when his sin will no longer be “kept track
of” by God, but will be “sealed in a bag.” He seems to know the truth of I John 1:8, “If we claim
to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” He freely admits he is a sinner,
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and yet still he clings to an obscure hope that somehow the Lord will “cover over” his sin. By
this, he means that his God must save him from the curse of death. In Job’s mind, liberation from
death would be the only acceptable sign and proof that his sin had been forgiven. Freedom from
sin would be the sole and necessary sign that death had been conquered.

Every Christian has wrestled with the text in I John 3:9: “No one who is born of God will
continue to sin.” What about Jesus’ promise in John 8:51: “If anyone keeps my word, he will
never see death?”” Job understood that sin and death are two heads of the same monster. This is
why the Son of God had to die in order to take away sin. It’s also the reason Christ rose from the
dead, in order to guarantee our righteousness, because the righteousness of Christ is true life. By
drawing a direct equation between righteousness and life itself, Job was proposing a solution to
the problem of sin and death. In fact, this turned out to be the solution of the gospel itself. The
gospel of a divine forgiveness is so radical that it would not only cancel all sin but also, by that
very act, raise the dead to eternal life.

Today in Paradise

Okay, Job “sees” the hope of a resurrection. Although, his thinking seems to go beyond a
mere resurrection to something for radical: eternal life! Think about it, future resurrection is not
enough for us. What we really want is life now. We don’t want to be just raised from the dead
but to bypass death altogether. After all, why should the righteous have to die at all? How can
eternal life really be called eternal, if it doesn’t begin now, the moment we believe? How can it
be eternal if there’s a period of limbo? One moment you’re alive, the next you’re not, then you
are. What good is a future resurrection of the body, if we have to face death first?

Hey, good news folks. Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the
manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a
man may eat and not die” (John 6:48-50). If we are willing to believe that, then the difference
between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant becomes the differences of night and day.
According to the gospel, to believe in Christ is to have died already; it’s to have “crossed over
from death to life” (John 5:24). For the Christian, death is no longer an event to be feared but
something already over and done with.

“...don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . we too may live a
new life.”

“If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly be united
with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be
slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”

“If we died with Christ . . . we also live with him. For we know that since
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery
over him . . . In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin abut alive to God in
Christ Jesus” —Romans 6

“We who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.” —II Corinthians 4:11
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“. .. we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” —Hebrews 10:10

We can look through every letter of the New Testament to show that His death, brought
our life—here and now! It’s not something we get in the great beyond, we don’t get it after all
our years of toiling and struggling. No, we have it now! “Dear friends, nowwe are children of
God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (I John 3:2).

Yet, our carnal minds can’t accept this, we hear that and our minds go “tilt!” We scratch
our head and ask how can this be, when Christians appear to go on dying just as regularly as
everybody else? The only answer seems to lie in the brand-new approach to righteousness. This
approach states that true life isn’t a matter of outward appearances but of the condition of our
heart. It’s on this basis that Jesus promises, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death”
(John 8:51).

We say so glibly that “Jesus died for me”—but do we really believe it? Do we understand
that Jesus died in our place, so that we won’t have to die at all? For the believer in Christ there
will be no imprisonment in Sheol, no Purgatory, no time of being “hidden in the grave” until
God’s “anger has passed.” For those of us that have sworn our allegiance to Christ, God’s anger
has already passed, and with it death. When you swore your allegiance to Him, He looked at you
and said, “Today you will be with me in paradise!”
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Covering Job Chapter 15

Chapter 10

“Humble yourselves . . . under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due tirtie
—1 Peter 3:6

Eliphaz returns

Eliphaz seems to roll up his sleeves and levels one serious charge after another against
Job, from deliberate deceitfulness to the corruption of true religion. Eventually he throws up his
hands and say, “Your own mouth condemns you, not mine.”

“Do you presume to know more than we do? Hey, we have tradition, age, the voice of the
majority, all this carries weight. Are you—one man—going to stand out against all of our
wisdom? God is on our side here, are His consolations that we have given you too trivial for
you? Or were we too gentle with you the first time to be effective?

“Like I told you before about my vision, man could never be righteous before God. He’s
so holy that even heaven isn’t clean enough for Him, much less a man who drinks iniquity like
water.”

| don’t know about your Bible, but mine says that Jesus “redeemed us unto God by his
blood.” He has taken our place on the cross and we are to “put off the old man which is corrupt,”
and “put on the new man created in righteousness and holiness and truth.”

Eliphaz is still relying on his spirit-vision that was intended to blind its captives from the
liberty and peace that is available through the “shedding of blood for the remission of sin.”

Job had learned through experience that the way to God was by making the burned
offerings that God had commanded. Maybe he couldn’t explain it in “New Testament” language,
but the words he uses show that he knew what he was in his natural state, but he also knew in his
heart that he had access to God.

Eliphaz and the other friends seemed convinced that Job is his own worst enemy and that
his trials are entirely of his own making. What can you do with someone who refuses to repent?
In the eyes of these spiritual doctors, Job is like a patient who has lung cancer because he has
smoked too much. Now, they say, just look at the old fool—in spite of all the radiation and
surgery and chemotherapy, he is still puffing away like a human smokestack. In their eyes, it is
useless to waste one ounce of pity. Funny though, the fact that they themselves might have
contracted a far worse disease—a cancer of the heart brought on by the failure to love, is
conveniently overlooked in their medical textbooks.

Our Confidence

It was the confidence of Job that his friends couldn’t understand, because they measured
him by their own understanding and experience. And the same thing will happen to you with
your “religious” friends once you have settled in your own heart that God accepts you just as you
are—that you are indeed His very own child. Don’t expect approval, friend, when you begin to
speak boldly and confidently with and about the Lord. When you begin to confess His words as
if they are for you, as if they are your words, too. That is why they crucified our Lord! He had
the audacity to speak of God as his “Father,” and so can you! They will “crucify” you, too.
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“Are you weary of trying to win my love? But I tell you that I love you. My
love is already yours. The one thing that | ask of you is that rather than spending
yourselves doing, doing, more and more and trying to earn a place in my heart, sit
back and allow me to love you. Allow me to love you every day.

“Allow me to love you every moment and know that when you face the
onslaught of the attacks, when you face trouble, or ridicule, I will be your hiding
place, your comforter, your rear-guard, and you will know in experience, if
you’ve allowed me to love you. Know that when you come to bitter waters, I will
penetrate them and make them sweet and you will know that you can count on Me
if you’ve allowed me to love you. Know that when you stand in the midst of
famine, you will experience plenty, because you will be covered by the love of
your God. Your God who owns everything, your God who created everything.
Know that you can stand in the midst of filth and be clean because you will be
shielded by your God. Know that you will lack no good thing and know that your
joy will be complete even as you walk through suffering, even as you wield the
weapons that | give you. Before you do, before you pour yourselves out, let me
fill you up and then let me replenish you day by day, moment by moment. The
thing I ask of you is to allow me to love you.”

—~Prophecy given 1988

Take a glass of dirty, mushy, yucky water and put it under the faucet. It will take awhile,
but eventually the running water will clean the glass out. Now, if you take that glass away from
the continually running water, it will get dirty again. However, if you kept it under the running
water, whatever contaminants did come in would be washed away immediately. That is what the
Lord is trying to get across to us. If we would simply stay in His presence, and let the “water” of
the Holy Spirit continue to flow into our lives and overflow to those around us, we could stay in
an attitude of joy. It’s when we get away from the “running water” that we run into problems.

Job'’s Reply

“Phaz, you and your buddies are all just a bunch of miserable comforters. If you and I
could switch places for a while, I suppose it would be very easy for me to sermonize you, to look
at you, shake my head, and cluck my tongue is disdain. It’s so easy,” cries Job, “when we are not
in the furnace ourselves, to ‘talk to the grief” (Psalm 69:26) of those who are suffering.”

We are only going to be able to minister the comfort of God to others to the measure of
God’s comfort we have realized in our own lives. When | was single and pastoring a church, |
found myself at times having to give “advice” to newly married couples or counseling young
parents when | didn’t have any children. Sure, it was very easy to give the “advice” but very
difficult to back it up with real-life evidence. There was no way | could fully comprehend the
struggles. That’s like a white guy, such as me, counseling a black guy about racism! However,
when Patrice and I had our twins, well that’s a different story, now | could understand! My
pastor has gone through many struggles and painful difficulties with me. After all the “suffering”
| have experienced, he stated he had more confidence in me now, then he ever did before. Paul
understood that his struggles were actually giving him the ability to minister to others. “If we are
troubled,” he said, “it is for your comfort; and if we are comforted it is for your comfort and
encouragement which work in you when you endure the same evils that we do” (I Corinthians
1:6).
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“But,” Job said to Eliphaz, “if you were in my place, suffering like this . . . I would try to
strengthen you with my words; speak in such a way that would help you, not cast you down and
condemn you; | would try to take away your grief. Instead of callous reasoning and
philosophizing over the greatness of God and the corruption of man and telling me | was only
getting what I deserved! Stick it in your ear, Phaz!”

All of us are “miserable comforters” at times. I remember when Patty was in labor with
the twins for 22 hours and I, one who has never experienced the “joys” of childbirth (I suppose
my own birth doesn’t count), was there with her. At one point I was trying so hard to comfort her
and ease the tension of the moment. | looked her in the eyes, and with all the love, empathy, and
compassion | could muster, gave her a sweet, loving smile . . . only to receive a very sharp,
formal, business-like, “Don’t smile at me!” Boy, what a “miserable comforter” I was. My heart
was right, but I had never (and to my knowledge could never), enter the suffering myself. When
our third child was born, we had a much more qualified coach along, one that had been through it
four times herself.

Even though you and I live in the full light of the gospel and in the knowledge of Him
who was made perfect through suffering, we still have hidden in our hearts the very same
thoughts that Job’s friends had. We make suffering a test of being in sin, and freedom from
suffering is proof that we are right with God. That simply is not true. Much of our suffering and
struggles are a direct result of our right standing with God. We need to understand the full
wisdom of the Lord.

“Christ bore our sorrows,” we say, “He took the Cross so that we don’t have to.” How
little we understand the deepest purposes of God in the sacrifice of Jesus.

It is true that Christ bore our sorrows, but it was so that we would enter His sorrows over
the world and His people. He took the Cross in order to bring us into fellowship with Him in the
Cross. He took away our burdens, so that we would share His burdens.

For that to happen, we have to be broken down on every side so we can lose our hardness
in dealing with others. Am | saying that God is the one who killed your brother or sister? Is He
the one responsible for your sickness? Did He decide to give you diabetes? NO! A thousand
times no! God is not the destroyer. He is not the one making everyone sick! Satan comes to kill,
steal, and destroy! God does use those times of suffering to force us to cling to our faith is His
love.

Although, there is a form of cleansing and purifying that God does work in our lives. It is
by His command, oversight, and planning.

Cleansing Through Suffering

| am absolutely convinced that times of crisis and sorrow are necessary for spiritual
growth because sorrow will produce what laughter never can.

For one thing, they will produce a deeper degree of sanctification, as I pointed out earlier
with the illustration of the impure clay. When you are seeking God, | mean honestly and
earnestly seeking God with all your heart, you will get below the surface, down into the
innermost recesses of your heart, where God is able to show you things you never knew were
there.

Perhaps He will show you roots of selfishness or pride you thought were gone forever. It
is possible you will discover a source of anger or unforgiveness. How about hidden sins you
thought you had dealt with and conquered years ago? It is amazing the things He can find in
there!
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Isaiah experienced this when he saw himself in the light of God’s glory and cried out,
“Woe is me, I am a man of unclean lips and I live in the midst of an unclean generation.”

Moses, in his zeal, tried to go out and become the leader of Israel. Because he tried to do
it in human zeal he ended up killing an Egyptian and had to go to the backside of the desert.
During the 40 years in the desert God tempered and tamed him. Then he finally met God in the
fiery bush on the mount. For 40 years, God had to take out of his life the elements that came out
of his own human zeal. Why? Because Moses was depending on his own education, his position,
his prestige. He was depending on all of the fleshly, natural elements to produce the leadership of
the children of Israel in his life.

God was telling Moses he cannot do it out of the flesh, it has to be done by His Spirit!
God had to kill the flesh in order to get him in the spirit, so God could equip him to be the leader
of Israel.

Moses could not do it as long as he trusted in his own abilities. God’s greatest hindrances
in our lives are our abilities, because anytime He instructs us to do something, we will do it to
the best of “our ability” and get everything screwed up. Have you ever heard the phrase “putting
you best foot forward?” Every time I have done that, it ended up in my mouth. But His Grace,
His ability, is for our weaknesses. Write this down, memorize it, and repeat over and over: Faith
changes things, Grace chances us! | said it before and | say it again, we cannot have a Pentecost
without a Calvary!

Prayer Through Suffering

Our times of crisis also cause the greatest need for prayer. You just don’t pray the same
way when you are faced with a crisis. When you are going through a tough time and you have
absolutely nothing but God to depend on—you are going to pray!

When sorrow fills your heart, you cannot turn away from God and trust in the “chariots
of the world.” You have to turn and run to the heart of God, because God is the only one that can
come to your rescue. It is His Word and your reliance on His Word that will pull you through,
not the psychiatrist, or even your “12 Step” program.

In the midst of my “crisis” when Patrice and I first moved to Ann Arbor, | had nothing
left except God. | had no options available to me. | could not go back to Kalamazoo because |
was miserable while living there. (There is nothing wrong with Kalamazoo, mind you, However,
if you stay when the Lord is telling you to move on, you will be miserable until you follow His
commands). There was no turning back: every door had been closed, every bridge was burned. |
was trapped!

| had a dream during this period that took many years for me to understand. In my dream,
a giant eagle was pursuing me (I know it sounds odd, but dreams are supposed to). As this huge
eagle flew toward me, | was terrified and began to panic and run. But it was too late. It was too
swift and strong and forcibly pinned me to the ground by his gigantic claws. | exhausted myself
as | kicked, squirmed, fought and screamed. Although the eagle was gigantic and could have
crushed the life out of me, it did not. It just stared at me, patiently waiting for me to give up, stop
fighting and surrender.

After | had expended all my strength and just gave myself over to the mercy of the giant
bird of prey, it seemed to smile at me (in dreams eagles can smile) and loosened its hold on me.
It did not release me, it simply relaxed its grasp.

What I now see, is that sometimes the Lord will “hold us down,” so to speak, until we
quit thrashing around. Sometimes we need to be “held down” so that He can speak openly to us
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and reveal His intentions. When we shut up and listen, He will finally reveal His intentions. That
is the hard part. Closing our mouths and sitting quietly so He can get a word in edge-wise.

There are many times when | have had to just fall down on my face before the Lord and
cry out to Him. I need my heart cleansed and my motives clarified before I can understand what
He is trying to work in my life. | remember when | was teaching all the time, it was very easy to
trust in my own natural gifts and abilities. I realized though, that if | ever did trust in my own
strength there would be no power, no anointing. If there is no anointing, there is no life; if there
is no life, there is no change in me or in those that were listening.

It doesn’t matter how much you know or how much talent or human wisdom you have,
you have to get down on your face and depend on God—and God alone! You cannot depend on
the arm of the flesh.

All of these things will temper and tame our pride and make us more sensitive to the
Lord’s heart and transform us to His image. That is the true work of grace in our lives.

83



Covering Song of Solomon 5, Job 29

Chapter 11

“. .. human sorrow works death
—2 Cor. 7:10

A Man of Sorrows

“We are fellow heirs with Christ and share His inheritance with Him,
only we are to share His suffering if we are to share His Glory.”

God is indeed working out His desires for Job, and the extent of this is brought out more
clearly in the next several verses and especially in the thirtieth chapter. From Job 16:15 to 19:24,
Job enters deeper into the experience of his cross.

The most beautiful allegory of this reality is found in the Song of Solomon. This story is
the most graphic illustration of the Lord’s desire for intimacy. It speaks of spiritual communion.
It is indeed a book for the heart, written in poetic and symbolic terms. It deals with the path of a
believer who is actively pursuing the Lord. The Lord intends it for those who desire total
transformation.

In the Song, He reveals Himself in many different ways. He first reveals Himself as the
“King” as He takes possession of the maiden’s heart. Then as the “Risen One,” as He brings her
through the crucifixion of her “old self” into resurrection glory and union with the Lord of Life.
Then He is shown as the “Lover of the Soul” where He rejoices over the fruit that has grown
because of the newly created life within her.

Then, in Chapter 5 we are shown a new aspect of our calling with Christ, which is
beautifully played out for us in the entire story of Job, as the man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. The Lord wants to bring His loved ones into a deeper experience of the fellowship of His
suffering, so that we can know His heart and partake of His glory.

In Song 5:2 the maiden says that she was “asleep,” yet her “heart kept vigil.” Paul said
essentially the same thing when he said, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I,
but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20).

Through all the wonderful aspects of growth and grooming that God has been doing in
her life, the maiden has entered the reality that He is the vine and she is the branch, without Him,
she can do nothing. She abides in Him and consequently her entire life is fruitful and fulfilling.
She quit all of her own separate activities, but was awake and alert to Him. Her heart was like a
“well watered garden and like a spring of water whose water never fails.” She has become a
place where the Lord could bring His friends and lovers and let them feast on the luscious fruit
that He has grown (Song 5:1).

The Calling

In the second verse of the Song of Solomon 5, the King stands knocking at the door of
her heart and asks her to open the door, to let Him in. He doesn’t push His way in. He doesn’t
force her to follow Him. She must always follow Him by her own consent. Up to this point, she
has always done the will of God (Song. 5:2; Matthew 12:50), she has become a “letter of Christ”
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in the earth—the very expression of His life (Song. 5:2; Il Corinthians 3:3). She was possessed
by the Holy Spirit (Song. 5:2; Matthew 3:16) and has been brought through many trials and
testing of her faith. By enduring these tests, she has inherited God’s promises (Song. 5:2;
Hebrews 6:12; James 1:12).

He addresses her as “My sister,” “My darling,” “My dove,” and “My perfect one.”
However, He doesn’t call her “My bride” yet, because there is more that she needs to experience.
Her answer to this new call will determine whether she will “apprehend that for which she was
apprehended.”

“Open for my head is drenched with dew and my locks with the drops of the night.” This
historically refers to the pain of Jesus in Gethsemane where, in agony, he was praying fervently
and his sweat became like drops of blood, falling down on the ground (Luke 22:44). Jesus, being
totally man and totally God, was, in His humanity, crying out for this cup of suffering to pass
from him (Matthew 26:39,42) just like Job is doing on the ash mound. Although Jesus was
shrinking back from this cup of suffering, humiliation and death in His humanity, His heart was
fixed to fulfill God’s purpose (Matthew 28:39, 42). This is the point that Job will have to reach if
he is going to maintain his fellowship with the Lord.

There comes a time when the Holy Spirit reveals the full meaning of conformity to
Christ. This is a time when the Lord asks you the same thing he asked His disciples: “Are you
willing to drink the cup that I drink and to be baptized with the baptism | am to be baptized
with?” (Mark 10:35-38).

Of course when he asked his disciples that same question they said, “Oh yeah! We will
never forsake you” (Mark 10:39; 14:31). But when the reality of what was going to happen to
them came “they all left Him and fled” (Mark 14:48-51).

Answering the Call

This call is completely unexpected to many. Most figure they have already experienced
that cross. What more could possibly be needed? Job is the same. He has seen the forgiveness of
sins, freedom from the influence of the world and corruption of self.

| am sure many of us are aware that there is a peculiar suffering attached to the cross, but
we certainly are not aware of its real depth and breadth. We may have known in the past the
application of the cross to our inward life, but are totally in the dark as to how the cross would
mold and shape our whole being.

Paul said that we are always carrying about in our flesh the dying of Jesus. We are
constantly being delivered over to death. We experience this so that the life of Jesus can be
manifested in our mortal flesh.

In failing to comprehend the depth of His call on her life, the maiden in the Song says
that she has already experienced the cross in her outward life. She has already seen the effect of
the cross in delivering her from the appeal of the world and the corruption of self. It’s almost as
if she was saying, “Isn’t it enough to have had such a deep experience with the cross that my old
nature and way of life has been completely put off?”” (Song 5:3; Colossians 3:9-10; Ephephians.
4:22-24).

Job’s Decision

Going back to Job, we see that he makes the same assumption in chapter 29 when he
reverts to reviewing his life before his trial began, in “those months of old.” While trying to
survive my crisis in Ann Arbor, the only comfort | had were the memories of effective ministry
in Kalamazoo. Ironically, those “precious” memories were also the cause of much of my pain.
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During this time of reflection, Job draws a vivid picture of his inner and outer life as a
man who truly walked in fellowship with God. He also unconsciously reveals why the Lord
probably placed him in the crucible, in the first place.

His very first words show that there was a little bit more work that had to be done, a
further stage of surrender to God that he still had to learn. Without hesitation, he had bowed to
the will of God when blow after blow came on him at the beginning of the whole ordeal.
However, during his prolonged suffering, when he was in essence being poured from vessel to
vessel of pain and suffering, it never occurred to him, or to me during my crisis, that to let our
minds dwell on our past experiences, and crave their return, was not a full abandonment to God
nor a total acceptance of His character, love and purpose.

It has been said that you need an absolute surrender to the will of God in the heat of battle
to never look back with regret on the past, or forward with any wish for the future. It’s obvious
that those regrets or desires are inconsistent with a true and complete abandonment of our whole
being to God.

Satan knows this. That’s why he will continually occupy our minds with what we once
were, and, apparently are not now, or what we ought to be and seem not to be! If you constantly
compare yourself with yourself, it will destroy your present rest in the purpose and perfect plan
of God.

That one thing alone almost destroyed me when we moved to Ann Arbor. “Oh that [ were
as in the months of old.” If only things could be like they used to be.

Job says very little about his wealth, loss of property and home, because his heart wasn’t
focused on those things. Instead, he dwells mainly on his fellowship with God and his life of
service for others.

Experiencing the Cross

It was at this point that | found the answers to my own trial. My complaint, and
apparently Job’s, wasn’t the loss of things but the cloud that apparently came over our
fellowship with God.

Like Job, my memory went back to when | knew the Lord was watching over me,
guarding and guiding every step of my life. It was almost as if a lamp was shining on my head
and it did not matter if deep darkness was all around me because the Lord would “light my path,”
and | would walk right through that darkness.

“Oh that those blessed days were mine again.” It seemed as though everything I put my
hand to prospered. Then, when we moved to Ann Arbor, everything changed. Sure, deep down
inside | knew the Lord was with me and would never forsake me, but I just couldn’t understand
this new aspect of His dealings. | can’t describe the pain of walking through darkness with
absolutely no light on the path. | had absolutely no certainty of being led by His light through the
darkness that surrounded me. In reality, | was being led by the Holy Spirit off the path of
illumination, into a walk of pure faith in the Faithful One.

I never realized how much I had relied on the “light” of God, instead of on God Himself.
All this time | was walking by sight when the path was lit and not by faith alone.

Just like Job, I knew what I had lost, but it’s not until you are put in a situation of total
loss that you finally get a glimpse of the depth and width of the “way of the cross.” It then
becomes more than theory or doctrine, it becomes your life. It’s like graduating from college.
You spent all that time learning the theories and studying the principles, now it’s time to
experience the real world.

86



Job’s own language plainly shows his position. God was watching over him. The lamp of
God was shining upon him. His light shone upon his path. Job was to lose all this for a deeper
and more intimate knowledge of God Himself and gain a deeper understanding of His ways, a
knowledge which is only possible to a faith that rests on the character of God alone. It is a faith
that says, “I don’t know all the whys and wherefores, but I know my Lord’s desire is for good,
not for evil.”

The Truth About the Cross

Job, the maiden, and | were only looking at the negative side of the cross. We failed to
comprehend what Paul speaks of as “always carrying the liability and exposure to the same death
that the Lord Jesus suffered, so that the Resurrection Life of Jesus also may be shown forth by
our lives” (II Corinthians 4:10).

When Jesus humbled Himself to the cross, he received dominion (Philippians 2:7-11).
That is the positive side of the cross! Dominion, the possession of our inheritance! Yet, it will
never be experienced without the cross!

When Jesus saw what faced Him, he simply asked the question: “The cup which the
Father has given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11).

The “Dark Night”

This deep time of testing that Jesus was about to partake of is what one writer calls the
“dark night of the spirit.” Job describes it very well in thirtieth chapter when he speaks of his
soul being poured out within him, when it seemed almost as if God had left him. He talked about
the feeling of being bound or tied up. It was so difficult to accomplish anything and there
certainly was no inner joy. He was constantly crying out to God for help, but there was no
answer from Him. It was as if God had become cruel and Job’s mind was in a heap of ruins,
making it very difficult to worship or have any communion with the Father.

“When I was expecting good, evil came. When I was expecting light, darkness came,”
Job complained. Job was anxious and seething inside. There was no peace. There was a horrible
sense of being deserted and empty, constantly crying out for understanding but ending up more
perplexed.

In this section Job describes his suffering in such detail that it would depress even an
Apostle . . . and perhaps even a rock! But it’s the type of thing that if you have never gone
through it, you will have no idea what he is talking about, and if you have experienced even a
little of it, you surely don’t want to read about it. Here it is nonetheless for our study and
admonition.

G. D. Watson, a Wesleyan Methodist minister wrote a piece in the 1800s that spoke to
me so strongly, | had to share it with you.” It’s called “Others May, You Canriot

If God has called you to be really like Jesus, He will draw you to a life of
crucifixion and humility, and put upon you such demands of obedience that you
will not be able to follow other people, or measure yourself by other Christians,
and in many ways, He will seem to let other good people do things which He will
not let you do.

Other Christians and ministers who seem very religious and useful may push
themselves, pull wires, and work schemes to carry out their plans, but you cannot
do it; and if you attempt it, you will meet with such failure and rebuke from the
Lord as to make you sorely penitent.
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Others may boast of themselves, of their work, of their success, of their
writings, but the Holy Spirit will not allow you to do any such thing, and if you
begin it, He will lead you into some deep mortification that will make you despise
yourself and all your good works.

Others may be allowed to succeed in making money, or may have a legacy
left to them, but it is likely God will keep you poor, because He wants you to have
something far better than gold, namely, a helpless dependence on Him, that He
may have the privilege of supplying your needs day by day out of an unseen
treasury.

The Lord may let others be honored and put forward, and keep you hidden in
obscurity, because He wants you to produce some choice, fragrant fruit for His
coming glory, which can only be produced in the shade. He may let others do a
work for Him and get the credit for it, but He will make you work and toil on
without knowing how much you are doing, and then to make your work still more
precious, He may let others get the credit for the work which you have done, and
thus make your reward ten times greater when Jesus comes.

The Holy Spirit will put a strict watch over you, with a jealous love, and will
rebuke you for little words and feelings, or for wasting your time, which other
Christians never seem distressed over. So make up your mind that God is an
infinite sovereign and has a right to do as He pleases with His own.

He may not explain to you a thousand things which puzzle your reason in His
dealings with you. But if you absolutely sell yourself to be His...slave, He will
wrap you up in a jealous love, and bestow upon you many blessings which come
only to those who are in the inner circle.

Settle it forever, then, that you are to deal directly with the Holy Spirit and
that He is to have the privilege of tying your tongue, or chaining your hand, or
closing your eyes, in ways that He does not seem to use with others. Now when
you are so possessed with the living God that you are, in your secret heart,
pleased and delighted over this peculiar, personal, private, jealous guardianship
and management of the Holy Spirit over your life, you will have found the
vestibule (entrance) to heaven.

In the Bible, God is often referred to as being “an all-consuming fire’ (Deuteronomy
4:24). If you are truly pursuing an understanding and knowledge of your Father, you may
experience “a baptism of firé’ It’s God’s way of making us “experientially” one with Himself.
The fire is God’s loving way of purifying, refining and cleansing away the dross in our lives. He
is a consuming fire, a living Flame that lovingly burns to ashes anything that is contrary to His
will.

There is no other time that God expresses His Love for us more, than when He allows
these seasons into our lives. He loves us so much He takes the risk that we might misunderstand
Him and walk away.

We could call this fire the fire of His Love. His fire of Love does two things at the same
time: it not only consumes by burning, it also transforms whatever it touches into itself. In other
words, the Lord’s fire of Love consumes everything that is necessary in order to consummate (or
perfect) whatever is left.
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When Jesus says in Mark 9:49 that “everyone will be salted with fire,” He means that at
one time or another, all of us who want more of Him will have our souls purified by His fire of
Love. Just as the priests of Solomon’s temple offered their “salted” sacrifices on the Brazen
Altar, so too we must offer our bodies as living “salted” sacrifices: “I urge you, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your
spiritual[a] act of worship.” (Romans 12:1)

Salt (halas) was offered with every sacrifice as a symbol of the holiness of Christ, and
also as a token of the reconciliation of God and man by Christ’s death on the cross. It stood for a
believer’s character and condition and was an emblem of their fidelity and friendship.

The “baptism of fire” means staying on that Brazen Altar until everything that is
“unholy” is burned up and consumed. Only then will we be allowed to enter into the Holy Place
where God dwells and experientially fellowship with Him.

What so often happens, however, is that we jump up on the Brazen Altar and offer
ourselves as a “living sacrifice,” but when God turns up the fire, we quickly jump off. That’s a
time when God puts us on that altar, and leaves us there. Only then, will that fire have consumed
everything that is necessary in order to transform that which is left into itself!

As 1 John 4:17 says, “. . . as He is, so are we to be in this world.” It’s not the devil
hassling us or trying to tear us down through these night seasons (even though he’s always there
roaring around to find some “hole”). It’s God Himself burning up everything in us that is not of
Him and replacing it with something far greater: His own Self.

So, the fire of God’s Love not only purifies, cleanses and refines our soul, it also, at the
same time, enlightens our spirit. In other words, fire produces heat and light at the same time!
Just as Acts 2:3 talks about fire descending as “cloven tongues” and resting on the people, God’s
fire doesn’t afflict us, but rather enlightens and enlarges us. God’s ultimate purpose for His fire
of Love isn’t to destroy us, but to consummate (perfect and complete) us in glory, and if we are
willing to submit, whatever the cost, then He will reveal Himself to us in all His Glory!

The “White Night”

A point that should be made here, which Elihu will explain later, is that most of this isn’t
necessary. Job compounds his misery and expands his sorrows by all his complaining. King
David gave us hope in this hour of trial when he points out that the darkness isn’t dark to God. It
only appears that way to us when we lose our view from heaven. Looking from God’s
perspective, it’s as bright as day. There is nowhere we can flee from His Spirit or His presence
(Psalm 139:7-12).

Whether we sense God’s presence or not, we can have the same assurance. There is no
way to escape God’s presence, because He is everywhere at one time, filling every particle of the
atmosphere with His energy. Like Paul said, the God whom we seek is not far from each of us
because it is in Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:27-28).

Job said in Chapter 23 that “whether I go forward or backward, I cannot perceive Him, to
the left or to the right, I cannot see Him, But . . . He knows the way | take, and when He has tried
me, [ shall come forth as gold!”

Jesus felt deserted at the culmination of His dark hour when he cried out, “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46).

During David’s time of testing and sifting, he believed that “perhaps the Lord will look
upon my affliction and return good to me instead of cursing this day” (I Samuel 16:12).
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During these times, the powers of darkness will aim their attacks on you as you follow
the Lord through “the valley of the shadow of death.” The powers will try to beat you back from
your position in Him. That is exactly why Job was brought to this point. The powers of darkness
want you to admit that God has laid on you more than is right, that you must retreat to an easier
path. They will shout at you: “Curse God and die!” Those dark powers will taunt you with the
silence of the Lord and tell you that if He really did delight in you, if you were right with Him,
He would have spared you from all this sorrow. They will present to you some compromise that
will appear to be a way of escape. Your flesh and heart may very well fail you as it almost did
the maiden, Job, and David.

David stood strong during his hour of trial with his testimony that “there is no one I have
or nothing | desire besides thee, O God, though my heart and my flesh fail, God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever!” (Psalm 73:25-26).

When Jesus was suffering, he didn’t revile in return (I Peter 2:22-23) which is something
we would do if we were in same situation. He accepted the Lord’s cup and drank deeply without
grumbling, or complaining. And we are to follow in His steps! (I Peter 2:21). We are to follow
the zeal of the maiden as she laid her hand of faith on the Head of Sacrifice on Calvary’s cross
and wait for God to explain!

“Many waters cannot quench love,

Nor will rivers overflow it.

For love is as strong as death . . .

Love bears all things,

Hopes all things

Endures all things.

Love never fails.”

—DPortions of Song 8 and | Corinthians 13

The Word of God tells us that David was cursed by his people and rejected. Job became a
curse and a byword to his wife and friends. Everyone that once respected him now despised him.
Satan had devised a plan to show God that two of the men who were the most dedicated to Him
didn’t truly love Him—but his plan failed! Job boldly proclaimed “though He slay me yet will I
trust Him.” The maiden said, “tell Him whom my soul loves that I am sick with love.”

After the struggle in Gethsemane, Satan had devised to totally crush the Living God and
wipe Him from the universe forever—but this plan also failed! What Satan sent Job, David, the
maiden, and even Jesus, was for their destruction. What was meant for evil became Satan’s own
trap, because after the crucifixion inevitably came the resurrection! Our God reigns!
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Covering Job chapters 16, 17

Chapter 12

“Weeping may endure for aghit,
but rejoicing comes in the mornirig
—~Psalm 30:5

Job’s Faith in God

In the last several chapters we jumped over, Job’s friends responded a second and even a
third time with the same indignation, criticism, sarcasm, condemnation, and disgust.

Job continued to defend his “honor” by holding to his contention that he was treated
unfairly by them and by God.

“Whether I talk about it or not it really doesn’t matter, I am not eased” (Job 16:6). “God
has worn me out. He has even allowed my friends to deal with me harshly and leave me desolate
and without human sympathy.” “My opponent fastens on me his piercing eyes.” Job is obviously
referring to the adversary at work through human instruments because he goes on to say “‘They’
strike my cheek in scorn and ‘they’ unite themselves against me” (Job 16:10).

Satan watches very closely the individual in the furnace of trial; even “sharpening his
eyes,” as one translation puts it, to watch the man fall.

Jeremiah cried, “I have heard many whispering, ‘Terror on every side!’ . .. All my
friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, ‘Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over
him and take our revenge on him’” (Jeremiah 20:10).

No faithful servant of God has ever escaped this aspect of the fiery trial. King David
found that “all day long they twist my words; they are always plotting to harm me. They
conspire, they lurk, they watch my steps, eager to take my life.”

“God has turned me over to evil men and thrown me into the clutches of the wicked.”

Andon it goes. . .

Job’s humiliation

Job finally says, “I have humbled myself before Him. I have covered myself with
sackcloth, and laid my horn—or | have laid my dignity and authority—in the dust. | have wept
before Him until my face is foul, and my eyelids are swollen with deep rings under my eyes,
even though I haven’t done anything . . . my hands have been free of violence, and my prayer is
pure.”

“Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high.”

It was this persistent clinging to the fact that God knew his life, and God would vouch for
him that got his friends in a tizzy.

What else could Job say? He knew that his prayer was sincere and pure in its motive,
even when they said it was mockery and cunning! He knew he had the witness of God in his
heart, despite how his friends scorned him, and condemned him as a willful, presumptuous man.

Job Quits Struggling

Job finally gives up and reminds himself that it really doesn’t matter what his friends
think. “My spirit is spent with all the conflict,” he says. It was stupid to keep arguing about it.
His friends couldn’t answer for him. He had to simply let God work it out. He is the one that had
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closed their minds from understanding his position. It was their loss, because God wouldn’t exalt
them after they had condemned him for their own gain—just so that they could prove themselves
right.

After all, it’s better that they should say what they think than deceive him with flattery.
God is the one who has allowed all this to happen. He has allowed Job, a man that has walked in
fellowship with Him, to endure open ridicule, to become, literally, “a man in whose face people
spit.”

Nevertheless, the truly “righteous” can “hold to his ways,” even if his body grows
weaker. If his hands are clean and his conscience is clear before God, his spirit will grow
stronger and stronger.

“Guys, you may as well take off,” Job says. “I don’t find a wise man among you! Let me
be with God . . . My days have passed, my plans are shattered, and so are the desires of my heart.
There is nothing left except the grave.”

So we watch Job slowly stop struggling and come to a place of rest. Here is where we
need to be. The longer we keep struggling in our afflictions the longer they are going to last. God
wants us to just lie down and trust in His faithfulness. Don’t misunderstand me. Sometimes we
need to take our stand against the devil’s schemes, take up the shield of faith and take up the
Sword of the Spirit. However, after we have done everything we know to do, we need to stand!

Just like Job, sometimes we need to take our place in the dust and acknowledge that we
are corrupt in our natural state.

If you have found yourself in the midst of deep darkness, then just quiet yourself on your
God, don’t try to kindle a fire by you own efforts. Just wait and you will be empowered.
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Covering Job chapters 18,19

Chapter 13

“When | saw Him He said 6Dondt be
| am the Living Oné “
—Revelation 1:17-18

Bildad Comes Again

One more time Bildad tries to reason with the obstinate Job. Bildad also seems a little
hurt at Job’s vigorous language in his reply to Zophar. He thinks Job is being unkind to compare
his friends to the beasts and count them unclean, calling them his enemies and ungodly, when
Job himself was torn with anger! Did the earth have to be abandoned for his sake? The fact of
judgment coming on the wicked could not be contradicted. “The light of the wicked will be put
out!” Bildad repeats, without even realizing in his own heart what he is talking about.

One more time Bildad describes for Job the fate of the ungodly. Again, all of his
illustrations are drawn from a very limited sphere. The light will be put out in the tent of the
wicked; a net will ensnare him; a trap will lay hold of him; a noose and a trap are hidden for him.
He will walk in terror and calamity is waiting for him; his family will suffer with him. He will be
forgotten, and have no “name” or influential position among his friends; he will be chased out of
this world and leave no posterity; Yada, yada, yada.

In short, everyone who hears of him will be shocked at his life, just like those who lived
with Job were horror-stricken at his fate.

The narrow scope of Bildad’s mind is seen very clearly in all this. His one idea of
blessing from God is prosperity in his “tent,” his family, his own personal circle, and in having a
“name in the street” on which he lived!

It was inevitable that Job would be misunderstood by a man like that. How could he
comprehend the depth of surrender to God that Job has shown? More than that, how could he
understand God’s deepest purposes in placing Job in a trial like this?

Job’s Reply to Bildad

“Bil, how long, how long are you going to torment me and crush me with your words?”
Job realizes that all these descriptions of the fate of the wicked are directed against himself. He is
wondering why his friends are not ashamed to deal with him like this. “If it is true that I have
gone astray” he exclaims, he alone is responsible, “my error remains my concern alone!” His
friends had no right to magnify themselves over him, and to take a position of authority and
reproach him. However, in defense to Bildad’s evident hurt at being counted unable to help Job,
he would once more plead his case and let his would-be comforters see whether they were
dealing kindly with him.

Bildad had talked about the wicked being cast down into a net by his own doing, but
“Know now,” Job solemnly says, “God has wronged me, and thrown his net around me.”

Job’s friends keep encouraging him to get his heart right, and stretch out his hands to
God, but he has cried out: “I’ve been wronged!” and gets no response. He knew God was dealing
with him; he knew God fenced up his way and set darkness in his paths so that he could not see
one step in front of him. God had stripped him, taken the crown from his head and broken him
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down on every side so that even hope seemed gone, uprooted like a tree. God had severed him
from his brothers and his friends, and left him to suffer his sorrows alone.

“My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me.” They were glad to know
Job in the days of prosperity, they who have eaten his bread and sojourned with him now “count
me for a stranger.”

His servants also treat him like a stranger. When he calls, they do not answer; he has to
beg where once he commanded. “I am repulsive to my wife and loathsome to my relatives, even
the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule me.”

Worst of all, the “men of my council, my most intimate friends,” the ones who know him
intimately, and those who he thought would cling to him and believe in him whatever came, even
the ones he tenderly loved “are turned against me, detest me!” Could any man be in a more
desolate state?

“What do I have left? Look at me, friends, I have nothing left, but skin and bones. | am
escaped with only the skin of my teeth.

“Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me.”

Job did not know anything about the scene in heaven when Satan said, “Put forth your
hand and touch every thing he has . . . touch his bone and his flesh and he will curse you to your
face.”

Well Satan did it, and there is no sign yet of Job’s renunciation of God. True, he has
wept, groaned, Kicked, screamed, and whined, but the loyalty of his heart has never been shaken.
Sadly, in his mind all of it was coming from the hand of God. He could not understand why the
Lord would deal with him like that, why he appeared to be judging him, but he knew that his
conscience was clear and that his friends should have given pity and sympathy to him.

Job’s Prophetic Vision

Here he is the once honored chief, apparently forsaken by God and man, a loathsome
wreck of skin and bones. Being persecuted, he endures; being defamed, he entreats; made as the
filth of the earth and the scum of all things, in his hour of deepest degradation and shame, he
breaks out into a burst of triumphant faith that, even though his body is being destroyed, he has
the glorious assurance that he will yet see God!

Job’s spirit is suddenly set free, and breaks out into the light. His Vindicator is living! At
the last day, He shall stand on the earth. “What does it matter if worms do destroy this body? I
will yet see God . . . | will see Him for myself and He will not be a stranger. Oh, how my inner
being is consumed with earnest desire for that day.”

Not too long ago Job asked, “Will a man live again?” and he’s answering his own
question. Not only has he been given a glimpse into things to come for his own comfort, but,
moved by the Holy Spirit, he has prophesied of the resurrection, and the coming again in glory of
the crucified Redeemer.

In his letters to the Churches, the apostle Paul talked about the gospel being the “purpose
of the ages kept hidden for long ages past. That is was destined for our glory before time began,”
and at last “revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death
and has brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.”

Every once in a while the silence was broken by some brief word from the lips of a man
walking in close fellowship with God, giving us a reminder, and a little bigger view, of His plan.
Maybe Job could not give a full explanation of the meaning of his sacrifices as the

grounds of his access to God. However, he knew the effect of it in his life, and now in the
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furnace of trial as he is brought to the extremes, he learns experientially the faith of the
resurrection.

Abraham was given the same knowledge in his supreme trial, because he “offered up
Isaac, figuring that God was able to raise him up even from the dead.”

It was the same God-given faith that enabled believers to endure being beaten to death,
not accepting deliverance, “so that they could obtain a better resurrection.”

That’s the kind of faith Jesus tried to stir up in Martha at the tomb of her brother, and
Paul learned in a fuller measure when he was stoned and left for dead in his great “trouble in
Asia.”

All through the ages, we can see the faith of the resurrection given to the steadfast in
moments of supreme surrender and sacrifice to God. It seems that the hour of deepest anguish
and suffering is the time when the spirit is freed to break through into a realm of light and
knowledge of God never before possible.

| believe that is what happened to Job. During a time of unparalleled suffering, brought
down, as he says, to the “skin of his teeth,” he cries, “I know my Redeemer Lives!” His heart is
filled with a consuming desire for that glorious day when he will see his Redeemer face to face.
He will be his Friend and not a stranger. He will stand on the earth as Judge (let the friends
remember this, that there is a judgment) and they will have to account to God for their hardness
toward Job. “Wrathful are the punishments of the sword.”
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Covering Job chapters 20, 21

Chapter 14

“...The Lord whose fire is in Zion,
Whose furnace is in Jerusalém
—1sa.31:9

Zophar’s Interruption

As Job confidently talks about his Living Redeemer who will be his vindicator when He
comes to judge the world, Zophar, feeling indignant with Job, jumps in with his reply. He
doesn’t even wait for Job to finish what he’s saying.

Zophar says that he has heard Job’s reproof putting him to shame, and his thoughts come
so rapidly into his mind that he must speak. “Job, don’t you know that the triumphing of the
wicked is short, and the joy of the godless lasts but a moment?”

Zophar must have noticed the tone of victory in Job’s voice as, in the depths of suffering,
he gets the revelation of the Redeemer. Zophar figures it is just a passing emotional high or
something, nothing more than the “transient exultation of a godless man.”

Bildad had called the anguished pleading of Job the tearing of himself with anger, and
now Zophar thinks the exultation of his spirit is nothing more than the emotional joy of the
godless! Zophar said he was speaking out of his “understanding,” or, as we would say, he was
using common sense! If Job was suffering for some hidden sin, then it was foolish to ignore the
truth and to talk of seeing God at some future time!

You will hear those same words every time you take a step of faith that violates what, to
many, seems to be the logical alternative. “You can’t give that money away . . . you can’t afford
it!” “What do you mean “You’re healed?’ I can see you’re not!” “Why in the world would you

(fill in the blank), that has to be the most foolish thing I’ve heard.” The list goes
on, and | am sure you have heard many more like them.

We say those who are impractical in facing the facts of life are “living with their heads in
the clouds.” Zophar seems to make this same charge against Job when he says the godless man
may “rise up to the heavens and his head reach unto the clouds; yet he will perish forever.” Did
he always think Job was a “visionary” in religious matters?

There’s really no need to follow Zophar very carefully as he presents once again the
“portion of the wicked man,” and the “heritage appointed to them by God.” It’s a wearisome
harping on the same theme introduced by Eliphaz, continued by Bildad, and now taken up again
by Zophar.

Zophar’s main point that is important for us to see is that the wicked must have their
portion in this present world. According to Zophar, the godless will be chased away like a vision
in the night; his children will be oppressed; he might obtain wealth but he will lose it all; he will
keep nothing that he rejoiced in; his prosperity will not endure; every man’s hand will be against
him; terror will be on him; a fire not kindled by man will devour him; the very heavens will
reveal his sin, and the earth rise up against him.

We get the picture.

Job’s Reply
Evidently Job’s anguish has subsided, and we see a beautiful picture of man resting in his
God. The tossing is over. In the faith of the resurrection, his spirit has passed beyond the reach of
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his well-intentioned friends. The courtesy and restraint that should belong to a man who walks in
fellowship with God has returned. He had gotten angry under Zophar’s accusations before, but
now a calm, peacefulness returned the moment he remembered that God was permitting his
friends to deal with him the way they have. Since his Vindicator was on high, a Living
Redeemer, he would leave his case with Him. For the remainder of the discussion, he treats his
visitors with marked courtesy and quiet dignity, and he does not beg for their pity or ask them to
leave again. They had come with the intention of helping him, and as long as they wished to
remain, he would talk with them.

How foolish I have been—Job possibly thought—why did | argue with these friends of
mine? | saw from the beginning that they didn’t understand. I wish | had just silently left my case
with God. They have looked up to me in the past, and believed that my walk with God was so
secure that | would never be troubled. Why have I allowed their words to touch me, and foolishly
wear away my spirit in trying to make them understand!

Job’s picture of the wicked

“Bear with me while I speak” Job courteously replies to Zophar—the one who had been
anything but courteous to him—and then he meets him on his own ground. He will ignore the
personal element in Zophar’s words, and will discuss the subject entirely apart from himself by
first saying, “As for me, is my complaint directed to man, and if it were, why shouldn’t my spirit
be troubled?” Job realizes very clearly that he is only human. Sure, he has walked with God, but
why should he not feel trouble like other men?

In reply to Zophar, Job presents an entirely different picture of the “portion of the
wicked,” showing that their punishment is not always in this world.

The wicked live and become mighty in power; they are not left without offspring, for
their children are established before their eye; their homes are in peace, and the rod of God is not
on them; their cattle increase; their children dance and sing; in short, they spend their days in
prosperity and go to the grave quickly, and without much suffering, despite the fact they
deliberately said to God, “Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. Who is the
Almighty, that we should serve him?”

“You say their prosperity is not in their hands” Job argues, but, “how often is the lamp of
the wicked snuffed out, and how often does calamity come on them?” It is true that “God stores
up a man’s punishment for his sons,” because the sins of the fathers are passed onto the children
and the consequence of sin goes on to the second and third and fourth generation. Nevertheless,
as to outward prosperity in the things of this world, the wicked often “have more than their hearts
could want. Are we, finite men, going to teach God how to deal with the world, seeing that He
judges even the angels?”

The fact is we can’t trace the ways of God. Some men die peacefully when they are in the
prime of life, and others die bitter and hateful, without ever enjoying anything in life. They lie in
the grave, and the worm deals with each of them the same way. We can’t explain these things, or
even theorize on them nor can we assert, in the face of facts, that the righteous invariably prosper
and the wicked invariably suffer in this present world!

Job looks at himself again

After this calm reply to Zophar, Job reverts again to his personal position. There is no
heat or tone of complaint in his language. He simply shows his friends that he understands their
aim. “I know full well what you are thinking, the schemes by which you would wrong me. When
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you speak of the portion of the wicked you are saying to yourselves, ‘Where now is the great
man’s house? And where is the tent that this wicked man lived in?’*

| know | have no tent, Job says. The once mighty prince has no place but the dunghill.
But don’t you wise men understand that the “evil man is spared from the day of calamity” and is
reserved for a future judgment, even the “day of wrath?”

You would-be comforters have sought to comfort me with vain reasoning that have no
foundation in fact or scripture, and actual experience, he cries.

In your answers to all that | have said there has only been faithlessness; faithlessness in
God’s faithfulness to His children and faithfulness in the integrity of my walk with Him.
Therefore, you have failed to comfort me.
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Covering Job chapters 22, 23, 24

Chapter 15

“I will bring the third part into the fire,
I will refine them like silver and test them like gdld
—Zechariah 13:9

Eliphaz’s Additional Appeal

Eliphaz hasn’t spoken his last word yet. He has to try one more time to prove his point.
Since Job still refuses to acknowledge transgression as the cause of his affliction, he obviously
has to be dealt with a little more directly. Eliphaz is going to tell him in detail some possible
ways that he may have grieved the Lord.

All the way through this story, the friends show their ignorance of the character of God.
They appear to exalt Him by talking about His greatness and holiness, but they don’t seem to
have any real acquaintance with Him, and yet, later, Eliphaz urges Job to a personal knowledge
of God.

Eliphaz looks at Job and asks, “is it any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous?
Would it be any gain to Him if you were perfect?”

Yet, the Word says indeed, “the Lord takes delight in His people. He takes pleasure in
them that fear Him.” Eliphaz didn’t know anything of the heart of God.

“Is it because you are good that He is punishing you?” he sarcastically continues. Judging
by the extent of the reproof Job’s wickedness must be very great. His iniquities must have been
unending since there seemed to be no end to his suffering!

Eliphaz’s favorite weapon is sarcasm. Almost his first words to Job are clothed with this.
After listening to all that has been said, he sees it’s hopeless to convince Job by these flank
attacks. He is going to cast aside all cover, and simply say what is on his mind for the last time.
Job had just said that he knew they were referring to him with their stories about the fate of the
wicked. Therefore, Eliphaz is going to speak out.

Job, “isn’t your wickedness great?”” You’re simply receiving your portion in all the
suffering that has come on you. It is a judgment for your sins, cries Eliphaz, as he goes on to
enumerate these sins.

Job must have robbed his brothers; stripped cruelly the poor; withheld water from the
weary, and bread from the hungry; been deaf to the cry of the widow; taken advantage of the
fatherless; therefore the snares were around him, and sudden fear troubled him. Couldn’t he see
that he was in darkness, and deep water?

Worst of all, Job was saying in his heart that God did not know all this; the Lord was too
high and too hidden with clouds as He walked on the vault of heaven to see what Job was doing.

From the pedestal of his assumed knowledge of God, Eliphaz looks down on this poor
sin-punished friend of his. “Will you keep to the old path that evil men have trod?”” Aren’t you
going to take warning by their fate—they who said to God, “Depart from us”?

Eliphaz’s Last Appeal

Eliphaz’s candid speaking now turns to pleading, because he genuinely wants to help Job.
If Job would just acquaint himself with God, he would be at peace, and good should come to him
and not evil. Eliphaz would even pray for him to receive instruction from the mouth of God, and
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to “lay up His words in his heart.” Because, in Eliphaz’s view, it was sad to see such havoc as
appeared in Job’s life because of his persistent refusal to listen to the advice of the friends.

If Job would just return to the Lord, he would be built up, instead of being torn down; if
he would put away unrighteousness from his home, and lay his treasure in the dust, the Lord
Himself would be his treasure.

If Job could delight himself in the Lord, he would lift up his face to God without the
terrors that he talks about; his prayers would be answered; he would be able to fulfill his
promises to God; power and authority would be restored to him, because he could “decree a
thing” and it would be done; instead of darkness, light would shine on his ways; he would be
able to say confidently to those who were cast down “there is a lifting up;” and he would be used
once more to help, and bless others. Souls would be delivered because he had put away
unrighteousness, confessed his transgressions, and made clean his hands (v. 29, 30).

Yes, Phaz, this is all perfectly true. You are accurate in your assessment of the power of
God’s grace. However, it has nothing to do with Job’s (or our) behavior. Job had never left the
heart of God.

Job reception of Eliphaz

Job doesn’t reply to Eliphaz right away because the assumption that he is a transgressor
and the accusation of wrongdoing—with this renewed exhortation to put away sin and seek
God—is more than he can answer. The iron is entering his heart, and he can only pour out his
heart to God.

“Even today my complaint is bitter” Job groans in his pain. If only he could get access to
the Throne of God, he would spread out his case before Him; if he could just get His verdict, and
understand His will, he would be satisfied. If he could even come to the seat of Jehovah, he is
sure the Lord would not contend with him in the greatness of His power. He could give heed to
His servant, and permit him to reason with Him, so that he could be delivered from all the cruel
judgment of his friends.

The test of Faith

Job admits that he doesn’t have a specific word from God in his deep trial. It seems that
whichever way he moves—forward, backward, to the left or to the right, he can’t perceive a trace
of His Presence or His workings.

This hiding of God causes the bitterest pain of all; but it is useless laboring to find Him
when He withdraws Himself. No agonizing in prayer or writhing in self-effort can compel Him
to unveil His face when He hides Himself in thick darkness.

Whatever Eliphaz may think about it, even though he calls Job’s complaint rebellion, Job
is determined to hold to his convictions. The Lord “has broken him down on every side,” and
there is no possibility of “keeping up appearances” now. God has hidden Himself from him, and
he does not know why!

Job’s Anchor

“But if I can’t see God, He can see me!” If I don’t know the path He is leading me in, He
knows it and that is enough. He has placed me in the crucible of trial, and when the fire has done
its work, He will bring me forth as gold.

In spite of all the suffering and the complaining, Job’s endurance, of what was almost
unendurable to a human being, helps us to see again and again how Job was really made to
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understand his position by the inner teaching of the Spirit of God. All the way through this story,
we see the division between the inner and the outer man through the language he uses.

As we listen to his outpourings of grief, it seems as if his spirit was lost in the bitter cries
of his flesh. Yet again and again his spirit breaks out in a tenacity of faith, which assured him, in
the face of outward circumstances, he is still in the hand of God.

It is said of Abraham that:

“When hope was dead within him, he went on hoping in faith . . . With undaunted faith
he looked at the facts . . . yet he refused to allow any distrust of a definite pronouncement of God
to make him waver. He drew strength from his faith, and, while giving the glory to God,
remained absolutely convinced that God was able to implement his own promise. This was the
‘faith” which was counted unto him for righteousness.”

Once again we see Job, at the moment of deepest despair—when he is driven to an
agonized cry to his friends for pity—his spirit breaks free in triumphant faith in the Living God.
His faith is again anchored on the Rock. Now, when Eliphaz boldly deals with him as a
transgressor, (and he is dumb with the obvious impossibility of answering him), he is able to
steadfastly rest in the faithfulness of God, and to understand what the Lord is doing with him.,

Job remembers that gold is always purified by fire. He has already learned the need for
sacrifice for the remission of sins, but now he realizes that there is also a trial by fire for the
“gold” of God’s chosen, and true gold will stand the fire and only lose the dross.

Job had suffered a great deal of distress under the charges of evil doing, and bitterly cried
to God to show him his transgressions. But as soon as he saw his Redeemer to be his heavenly
Vindicator, his spirit began to rest in a calm assurance and dependence on God. He knew now
that the Lord was only trying him; not punishing him as his friends had said.

The Boldness of Faith

The apostle John told us that if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence (or as
one translation renders it: boldness) before God. Job knew that he had not swerved from his
fixed purpose to walk in the ways of God. He declared his foot had held fast to His steps; that is,
his foot of faith had been planted firmly on every fresh step forward, because the Lord had been
his strength, making his feet like hind’s feet to walk on the high places of His truth.

Not only that, Job could say with a clear conscience that he had not “turned aside” or
“gone back” from anything that he knew to be the will of God; he had “treasured up the words of
His mouth” and esteemed them more than his “necessary food.”

Right here is where we have the secret of Job’s fear of the Lord, and dread of sin. He
knew what it was to receive “words from His mouth”. Those words remain in your heart like
letters of fire, they can’t be erased or forgotten, and are of greater value to spirit, soul, and body
than even “necessary food.”

Jesus told Satan that “man doesn’t live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God.”

Does that include the written word, too? Yes, the Holy Spirit of God speaks through the
Scriptures and makes every word as alive as if it was from the very mouth of God. Without that,
we are plainly told that the letter Kills; it is the Spirit alone, speaking through the letter, that gives
life.
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Job’s Knowledge of Faith

Job’s knowledge of the character of God becomes very clearly understood again and
again. Here he shows that he knows Him as the One with Whom there “can be no variation, nor a
shadow that is cast by turning.”

This is a God that never changes, could not be hindered, or turned aside from fulfilling
His purposes. Job could rest assured that the Lord would perform every desire of His heart for
him. “And many such plans He still has in store” Job adds—many blessed purposes are in His
heart for me, and He will take His own way to fulfill them. I only know that “whatever His heart
desires, that is what He does,” no one can turn Him aside.

Job’s fear of faith

“That’s why I am terrified before him; when I think of all this, I fear Him. God has made
my heart faint; the Almighty terrifies me.”

Those seem like strange words to follow the bold language that Job just used, but in
experience, they are very easy to understand. Job’s flesh has been broken down on every side,
and during this breaking, all his natural powers of endurance and self-restraint are gone. The
once dignified Job has not been able to hide his suffering behind any facade. He also was not
able to protect himself from the humiliation of begging for mercy from his misjudging friends,
and even weeping like a child. He knew God was refining him as gold, but as he remembered the
pain and suffering of the past few days, and he said that He had even more in store, he couldn’t
help trembling as to what those “more” might mean.

Job says “when I think of that, I’'m terrified of Him”—and he explains this by adding,
“God has made my heart soft,” although “I am not dismayed by the darkness, nor by the thick
darkness that covers my face.”

Job realizes his heart has been softened by all the struggling and suffering, that it even
melts at the presence of God. But he also knows that it is not fear—fear of the darkness that God
is leading him through. He does not know what it is, but his heart is faint.

The Marvel of Faith

“If my friends know God so well,” Job begins to ponder, “why don’t they understand His
different times, or “days,” for dealing with individuals?”

For instance, there are some so selfish and grasping that they provide for their own needs
regardless of the suffering of others; they take advantage of the fatherless; rob the widow;
trample the poor, so that all are afraid of them. Then there are the poor who are oppressed, they
work hard for daily food; they reap the corn and glean the vintage, yet they are without shelter at
night, and have no covering from the cold.

Then again there is the murderer, the thief, and the adulterer, all who sin in the dark, and
hide themselves in the daytime. “Phaz you say their portion is cursed in the earth.” You claim
“the grave” violently takes away all who like that. The fact is “God lets them rest in a feeling of
security,” because it is not the “day” for dealing with them.

It is true His eyes are on their ways. For a little while they are exalted, and then they are
gone, and when they are brought low they are gathered in and cut off like ears of corn.

“Eliphaz, aren’t I talking about the truth?”” God has a time for everything, and those who
know Him should see and understand His “days.”
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Covering Job chapters 25, 26, 27, 28

Chapter 16

“] counsel you to buy gold refined in the fire
S0 you can become rich
—Rev.3:18

Bildad’s Last Word

Now it is Bildad’s chance to put in his last two-cent worth, but they do not seem very
appropriate at this time. He ignores all that has been said between Job and his other friends, and
jumps back to the question that the spirit-voice gave to Eliphaz—a question that Job already
dealt with the first time Bildad talked.

The question as to how a man could be just before God is still on Bil’s mind. He tells Job
that God is the One Who certainly has complete dominion, because He is the Lord of Hosts,
there is no numbering of His armies. His light shines on all men, both good and evil, but the
question remains to be answered: Since the Lord is so great and mighty, “How can man be just
before Him?” (v.4) “How can he be clean” when even “the stars are not pure in His sight . . .
much less man, who is but a maggot.”

Job’s Response to Bildad

Job answers Bildad’s “How?”” with some other “Hows” which are more to the point than
the question troubling poor Bildad.

If Bildad did not know how to find acceptance with God, and how to have a clear
conscience before Him, what right did he have to come with his lack of compassion to a man in
affliction? All his advice had been about the calamities that would come on those who forgot
God.

Job asks Bildad very plainly what sort of help he had given to someone without power.
What kind of salvation did he offer to someone who had no strength to save himself? What
counsel did he have for someone in such distress, and darkness? “How have you enlightened my
stupidity?” What spirit had come from him to encourage and help his friend in his time of
trouble? “How did you ever think of all these brilliant comments?”’

Bildad’s question is best answered by reminding him of the omnipotence of God.
Everything, whether visible or invisible, are open to Him. He made the world and hung it over
nothing, upholding it by the Word of His power. He closes in the face of His throne when He
pleases and no one can reach Him through the clouds that surround it; He controls the mighty
waters; the pillars of heaven tremble before Him; He stills the sea, smites arrogance, and by His
Spirit makes the heavens beautiful.

All of these things are just the outer fringe of his works and in all His mighty works, we
only hear a whisper. If we cannot trace the outlines of His ways, then we certainly cannot
understand the full manifestation of His mighty deeds.

Bildad’s “How?” is answered by the power of God. If He works all these wonderful things in
the world of nature, is it possible that His noblest work of creation—man—is beyond His power? It
is true that compared with his Creator, man is nothing but a worm and has fallen from his first estate
to become the slave of the world he was created to rule. But God is able to devise a way so that His
lost ones can be restored to Him.

103



Job’s Integrity

Before Job was interrupted back in Chapter 23, he was explaining how God was doing all
these things for him. Then he drifted off into meditating over the strange ignorance of God’s
“times” or “days” shown by those who claimed to know Him. After replying to Bildad, he
returns to the parable, or narrative he was on, and closes it with a deliberate and final affirmation
that he intends to hold fast his integrity to the very end.

The Spirit of God is in me, “my lips will never speak wickedness” or utter deceit. So if |
was in His presence, | could not justify you, my friends, or say that you have dealt with me
fairly. Neither could I go back from what | know before God to be my true attitude of heart. |
cannot say that | have forsaken the ways of God when “my conscience will not reproach me as
long as I live.”

“Till I die,” Job declares, “I will not deny my integrity.” I have walked with God in
righteousness and truth. I hold fast to this confidence in spite of all my strange afflictions, and |
“will not let it go”

You have to give it to ol’ Job. He knows where he stands and how he has lived. With our
new birth and the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, our conscience should be washed and we are
“to no longer have any consciousness of guilt.”

Job cries, Those who “rise up against me,” and falsely condemn me when I am innocent
of their charges, are not my friends but my enemies, and on them will come the “portion of the
wicked.”

Oh yea, Job! Go get ‘um!

Job asks what he would gain by being a hypocrite. In his time of need, would God hear
his cry? A hypocrite would not have called on God “at all times,” and delighted himself in the
Almighty as he had done.

Job Teaches his Teachers

It was Zophar’s turn to speak after Bildad’s last speech, but Zophar is silent—So Job
breaks out with the words, “I will teach you about the power of God; the ways of the Almighty I
will not conceal.” He will show his would-be teachers that he is not blind. He has seen the other
side of the “portion of the wicked” in this world, as well as they did, and he could describe their
sorrows as well as their prosperity. Why were his friends so vain as to think that no one else had
eyes to see as well as they did?

It wasn’t true that suffering was invariably the fruit of sin, but it was true—terribly true—
that a life of utter disregard of God, and sinful self-grasping must have horrible consequences in
this world and the next.

It was true that if in some cases the children of the oppressor were multiplied, it was for
the sword. They would never be content with the simple things of life, because the same restless
dissatisfied spirit they had seen in their home would possess them. The oppressor would have no
lamentation made over him at his death. His true character would come out at last, and repel
even those who had loved him. He might heap up silver and personal possessions, but he would
have to leave it all at the end. He might build his house with great trouble as the spider weaves
his web, but it would prove to be nothing more than a temporary shelter after all. Maybe he
would lay down rich, but his riches wouldn’t save him. He would be swept away by a sudden
tempest, or an east wind blighting his life. In short, God would lay His hand on him suddenly,
and say, “You stupid fool, tonight I require your soul,” and he would try desperately to get out of
God’s hand, but he wouldn’t be able to do so.
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That would be the end of the ungodly, although no one could tell that God’s judgment
was on him in his earlier years.

Heaven’s Wisdom

After Job finished describing the “heritage of the oppressors” and showed the foolishness
of anyone who sets his heart on the things this world has to offer, he breaks out into a striking
description of the trouble and pain that men expend to find earthly treasure. He then contrasts the
wisdom enabling them to obtain the riches hidden in the earth with the value of the wisdom that
comes from above.

Silver has to be dug out of a mine with a lot of hard labor; gold has to placed in a furnace
to be refined; iron has to be taken out of the dust that it lies in, and brass has to be melted out of
stone.

Considering the amount of eagerness, perseverance, tenacity, and energy that men search
for earthly treasures, how much more energy should we expend to find heavenly wisdom? Men
understand the value of gold, but do they know the greater value of true wisdom and knowledge?
They’re willing to spend hours upon hours with their MML and Day Trading, but how much
time do they spend on their knees?

If they do set their hearts on getting His wisdom, do they know where to find it? It’s not
in the depth of the earth, or in the sea. No gold or silver can buy it—it can’t even be compared
with the gold of Ophir, or the precious stones. Its value is above all the precious things of earth.

This is why I always feel compelled to share what I discover in God’s word. My only joy
comes in sharing the Truth of God’s love and wisdom. My greatest desire is to inspire a hunger
and thirst for the very heart of my Father. Hebrews 11:6b says that God rewards those who
earnestly seek Him. | want to stimulate your search for the Life that is only found in His
presence. I don’t know what all of those promised rewards are, but I figure any reward from the
heart of the Father is worth pursuing.

So where does wisdom come from if it can’t be found on earth or purchased with the
most precious things of earth, and is hidden “from the eyes of all living?”

God understands the source of wisdom, and He is the only One that can teach the way to
obtain it. All wisdom is hidden in God Himself. “He views the ends of the earth and sees
everything under the heavens” including the hidden things which men try to discover with all
their labor. So He alone knows the place of wisdom, and He says; “The fear of the Lord—that is
wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.”

“Men think that wisdom is knowledge—knowledge of gaining wealth; knowledge of how
to refine gold; to melt iron; to polish brilliant stones; to blast flinty rocks; to remove mountains
by their skill, and to divert mighty rivers, so that all the secrets hidden in the earth are under their
command and control.” God says that the highest wisdom is to be obtained in knowing Him, in
understanding His will, and departing from evil.

This is the wisdom that “comes from above,” because “the Lord gives wisdom, and from
his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
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Covering Job chapter 29

Chapter 17

“The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold,
but a man is tested by what he praies
—Prov.27:21

“The true worth of a man is to be measured by the objects he piirsues
—Marcus Aurelius

Job’s Story of His Past

In Chapter 29, Job speaks of the honor, respect, and great wisdom that was granted to
him, how he walked in the very light of God. He talked of His deep and intimate friendship with
the Lord, the boundless resources he had in the Lord, almost as if all his steps had been “washed
with butter,” and how the Lord caused all the hard rocks of difficulty in his path to be like “rivers
of oil.” He thought of his great reputation as a true man of God and how young people feared
him and “hid themselves,” perhaps thinking that he would not understand or sympathize with
them, or that someone who lived so close to God would see right through them.

The aged stood up as a mark of respect and would stop talking when he walked in a room
just in case he had something to say. Job’s was a joyous life of service for others which was the
spontaneous outcome of a life lived in close fellowship with God. He was the resort of anyone in
trouble. He had the wisdom of God, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be
entreated, full of mercy . . . without partiality or hypocrisy.

When | was a kid one of my favorite shows was The Guns of Will Sonnétvalter
Brennan played the part of Will Sonnet and every time he said something that hinted at bragging,
he stated “No brag, just fact.” Well, Job’s list of accomplishments and the descriptions of his life
could seem as bragging, but in truth, he was simply giving an honest appraisal of his life and
ministry. Many consider this chapter as proof of his self-righteousness and arrogance, but |
disagree. He was simply stating the facts.

Job’s Reputation

It is a great honor to be respected because of your intimate walk with God.
Unconsciously the reverence is really given to the Lord. A man’s quality of character carries
weight and “a man’s gift (of the Holy Spirit) will make room for him, and bring him before great
men.” But, if those people who are giving the honor and respect are the type that “glory in men”
and attach the power to the man—they aren’t doing him any favor because the Lord is a jealous
God and will withdraw him from that service to prove that he has nothing except what the Lord
gives him.

The interesting thing is that, although chapters 29 and 30 are simply an honest description
of his previous life and his present situation, we can discover the reason for Job’s trial.

Job’s Mistake

In verse 25, Job concluded the description of his past experiences and his power in
service with the significant words, “I sat as chief!” He goes on to compare himself to a king in
the midst of his army. By the obedience of the people to his words, he practically chose out their
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ways. They looked up to him and trusted him because they knew they could depend on him
whenever they had a need.

You cannot have a more solemn trust than the gift to move someone’s heart with your
words. That kind of power is dangerous for any man and throughout the scriptures, we can see
the dangers as well as the privileges of men that have held that power.

Job’s language shows that he was not at all indifferent to the position that he held. He
recognized the manifest favor of God toward him and the estimation of the people that followed
him.

It seems that Satan’s challenge was well timed. Satan had considered Job for some time
and saw that he was in the most perilous position possible. This position was one that Paul knew
very well when he said a messenger of Satan had come as a “thorn in his flesh” just in case he
“became conceited because of the surpassingly great revelations™ he had received. No, Paul’s
thorn was not sickness or “puffy eyes,” as some would lead you to believe. Paul’s thorn was in
the “troubles, hardships and distresses, beatings, imprisonment and riots, in hard work, sleepless
nights and hunger” he was forced to endure.

On the other hand, Job’s description of himself actually confirms the very testimony that
the Lord gave of him. This should prove that his sufferings had nothing to do with any
transgressions or disobedience, but simply a time of testing, an opportunity for the development
and refining of his faith. That is only possible in the heart of someone who knows the fullness of
the Spirit.

Now, I did not say that God was the one causing Job to suffer! That is what everyone else
has been telling Job. In order to prove the strength and durability of something, there has to be
resistance applied to it. If | wanted to test the strength of glue, | would have to glue two pieces of
wood together and then try to pull them apart. I am sure you have heard the old saying that a
chain is only as strong as its weakest link. Well, you will never discover the strength of that
chain until you force it to support some weight.
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Covering Job chapter 30

Chapter 18

“Instead of His Glory there will be a fire kindled,
Like a blazing flame and it will be like when a sick man fdints
—Isaiah10:16-18

Job’s Crucible

In Chapter 30, Job describes in even more graphic detail the pain of his trial. Before,
everyone hung on his every word. Now, even the young mock him.

It’s strange how the fallen nature seems to rejoice in the downfall of someone else. When
a man is truly used of God and esteemed very highly by others, there are always some who look
on with jealousy and envy—even Christians—and actually seem happy to see them fall. | have
seen the same attitude when the topic was a successful businessman, a religious figure, politician
or coworker. When they fall, we rejoice. What about when someone wins the big jackpot in a
lottery? Do we rejoice for them or deride them? Complain that we should have won it, not that
person we don’t even know. We should be able to rejoice to see someone else exalted, even if it
means that it will be at the cost of our own humiliation. For example, we should be ecstatic if
someone else wins a soul even if we don’t. Or if someone else is given the service that was once
given to us, we should be glad for them. | suppose there are many ways that it could happen, and
we should be excited to see someone else exalted, and disheartened to see someone who is fallen.

Job complains, “They are younger than me.” How would you react if you had been
working in an area of your church, or even your job, when you have sacrificed your time, energy,
and creative ideas to make it “happen”? Then some young whippersnapper comes along, full of
zeal and feels he can do a better job then you. He even criticizes you for what he perceives is an
apparent lack of blessing in the “vineyard” that has been entrusted to your care. Would we accept
it gracefully and actually be willing to retire from the work that had been our very life?

The Foreshadowed Cross

Some believe that at this point in the story, a crowd began to gather around the dunghill
where Job was “crucified to the world.” “They abhor me, they don’t hesitate to spit in my face,
on my right hand rise the rabble just like the tide breaking in, they come in the midst of the ruin
they come rolling in.”

Jesus had the same kind of “rabble” gathered around him. Base men testified against him;
men spoke of him as “this fellow.” Even the drunks were singing about him. He was crucified
with a couple of thieves and | am sure their cohorts were there to watch it happen.

Job has spent his life blessing the poor and needy. Now the outcasts look at him, are
repulsed by his condition, and are not even ashamed to spit in his face!

Psalm 2:7 says of Jesus: “All who see me mock me; they hurl out insults shaking their
heads.”

Job cried, “They have cast off all restraint,” as he looks at the sorry bunch that is around
him. “They kick my feet aside, they succeed in destroying me.” “In the midst of ruin they come
rolling in.”

It is written of Jesus that “dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled
me.”
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“My dignity is driven away as by the wind,” Job cried.

“You know how I am scorned, disgraced and shamed” (Ps. 69:19) said the Son of God.

“My soul is poured out within me,” cries Job!

Jesus had “poured out His soul unto death” (Isa. 53:12).

“Night pierced my bones and my gnawing pain never rests . . . I’ve been cast into the
mire and I’'m reduced to dust and ashes,” complained Job.

“They have pierced my hands and my feet” and “you lay me in the dust of death” was
Jesus’ cry. (Ps. 22:16, 15)

Job’s bitter complaint was that he “cried to God and He did not answer.”

Jesus’ most pitiful cry, after he was smitten of God and afflicted on our behalf was “My
God, My God, why have you forsaken me . . . Oh My God I cry . . . but you do not answer” (Ps.
22:1, 2).

In point after point, we could trace the whole story of Calvary in Job’s experience.
Outcasts and thieves gathered around him. He was their “song” and their “byword.” They
abhorred him and spit on him. They cast off all restraint in mocking Him. They cast up against
him their “ways of destruction.”

During all this abuse, all these forces of evil pouring out on him, Job’s heart was pouring
out on the inside. His bones were pierced and gnawing pain gave him no rest. He was disfigured
and pushed into the mud. Above everything else, the bitterest pain of all was that God was silent!
How could the Lord watch all the suffering of His creation, this faithful servant, and yet not do
something, anything, to help him out? “Lord, why? . . . it isn’t supposed to be like this . . .”

Job’s Collapse

As Job thinks about this unaccountable silence of the God he had served so long, he cries
out with anguish in his voice, “You have turned on me ruthlessly!”

Oh, oh! Watch out! What did he just say? | really think that his conscience did grab hold
of him here because he tries to justify it as being his “right” to complain.

Hey wait, just a little while ago, he had told his friends that he would trust God no matter
what, even if it pleased the Lord to slay him. He had boldly said that when everything was said
and done he would come forth as gold, and now, he is charging the God that he believed was
faithful with turning against him.

Even as those words were leaving his lips he knew they were wrong, but he silenced that
still, small voice with the excuse, “I have a right to complain because of these things!”

Job had just reached the most important point of this whole affair and he did not even
realize it. Up to this point, Job had maintained unshaken confidence in God. The battle of words
with his friends actually served to strengthen his faith in God. But when he started to dwell on
the “good old days,” he blew it. That is when he started looking even more intensely at his
present condition and became very bitter.

Next came self-excusing when he should have just repented and let it drop. After he tried
to justify himself, he fell into dejection over his blackened condition and finally mourning and
crying over himself in helplessness and hopelessness.

When Jeremiah fell into the same self-pity and said, “everyone curses me . . . I sat alone
because your hand was on me . . . are you going to be like a deceitful brook? One who has
failed? ““ (Jer. 15:10-18). When the Lord heard this from Jeremiah, he replied very sternly, “If
you repent I will again let you stand before me!” The Lord doesn’t play games with grumbling
and complaining.
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| remember when we were trying to get one our kids to quit his constant whining. Every
time he talked, he had this annoying whine in his voice. At the dinner table, instead of simply
asking for the milk to be passed, he would give out this horrible, irritating whine, “Pleeeaase
paaasss the milk . . .” One day I had it. I told this child to stop with that whining and simply ask
for whatever it was he wanted! Right then, in the holy spot within my being, | heard the voice of
the Lord state, just as emphatically, “I would appreciate it if you would do the same thing,
Nicholas!” Ouch!

If only Job had listened to that still, small voice and just repented, | am convinced that he
would never have sunk into the self-pity, despair and unworthy self-vindication that followed.
Instead, he proceeded to give his friends the evidence they were looking for to prove that they
had been right all along—Job was righteous in his own eyes!

A Contrast

The biggest error we can make here is to try to justify Job’s reaction. You might be
asking, “Who could blame Job for feeling like that?”” Be careful, though. Jesus is our example,
not Job.

| suppose, humanly speaking, we can understand Job’s complaint. On the other hand,
“humanly speaking” we cannot blame Jeremiah for all of his complaints either. Yet, God told
him to be careful of what he said and to repent.

It has been said that by nature we fear suffering more than sinning and it seems to be true
that we will do anything at times to avoid suffering. Using the “human nature” line is just an
excuse. [ remember giving a talk one time and making the statement that “if you try to excuse
your carnal behavior by telling me you’re ‘just human,’ I’ll slap the carnality out of your head.”

Look at Jesus. He had a calm and steadfast acceptance of everything that was required of
him, even things that were painful. In every step, he was obedient “even to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.”

Jesus was led to the judgment hall and there were men gathered around him, just like
Job’s three friends. They were religious men who figured they knew God and considered
themselves to be fit to instruct.

Jesus was charged with blasphemy by those who should have been his friends, and
condemned as a sinner and a deceiver, just like Job. Unlike Job, Jesus never answered a word.
“When He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges
righteously.”

Even on the Cross, when in his deep anguish, Jesus cried to the Father, “You don’t
answer me,” adding immediately, “but you are holy” as He rested on the immutability of His
Father’s character of love and faithfulness.

Then we hear Job say, “You don’t answer me . . . You’ve turned on me ruthlessly” and
then fainted under the hand of God!
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Covering Job chapter 31

Chapter 19
AFor men to search out their own glory, is
—Prov.28:27

Job’s Self-Vindication

After dwelling on his “undeserved” suffering, Job decides that he will vindicate himself,
and by a solemn declaration before the Lord, finally clear himself from all the charges brought
against him by his friends.

Job’s Attitude

Job believed that in every department of his life he walked uprightly, in integrity and
singleness of heart. He was generous in hospitality; frank and honest in confession of sins, never
covered up his guilt like some; he never feared the opinion of others; he was never afraid to say
what was right and condemn something that was wrong. He had lived his life straight before God
and men.

In this entire chapter the pronouns I, my, me and ming occur over 80 times during his
self-vindication and he concludes it by saying, “Here is my signature, let the Almighty answer
me.”

Job is prepared to sign his name to every word he said. Worse yet, if his “accuser put his
indictment in writing” he would “put it on as a crown” and in princely dignity “present it to him”
declaring, even to his face, that his steps had been in the way of the Lord.

But there’s one more thing . . . “If there is anyone crying out against me . . . If I have
been greedy or caused someone to suffer on account of me . . . then let the thistles grow instead
of wheat, and weeds instead of barley.”

“The words of Job are ended.”

| sure hope so.

The Silent Friends

Those “words” went over like the proverbial lead balloon. “The three men gave up trying
to answer Job because he was righteous in his own eyes.” They were silenced, but not convinced.
His attempt to clear his own character, in their minds, proved they were right.

There is no doubt that Job walked with a conscience void of offense toward God and
man. Everything he said was a true and accurate description of his life, but his self-defense was
the opposite of the spirit of true humility. Proverbs 28:27 says, “For men to search out their own
glory, is not glory.” If there is to be any boasting to be done, let the Lord voice the praise of His
creation.

You will never get away with trying to vindicate your own integrity. God alone will be
your judge and vindicator if you will just leave your character in His hands. Job’s words prove
that he really did need the “refining fire.”

Each stage of our spiritual growth has its own temptations. It is only after an experience
of power and fruitful service that the very subtle characteristics of our nature can be revealed.

When we first come to the Lord there is a beautiful zeal and fervor, a freshness of love,
but it also has its crudities, its impulsiveness, its partiality, it’s assumption of knowledge and
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one-sided vision. There is beauty in fervor, devotion, zeal, energy, and life, but as one writer
says, it’s a “beauty of possibility, not fulfillment.” I have heard some say that new believers need
to be locked up for a year or two, just to calm them down. (Then again, some of the folks that
have been around for awhile need to have a fire put under their butts to get them going).

However, there is an even greater beauty in the matured faith that walks with God in
calm and quiet trust. There is strength in the quality of the chastened Spirit that rests in the
confidence that everything is being worked out by the Lord.

That only comes by testing and trials, and much “fire.” During his trial, Job had shown a
deep submission to the will of God, and a tenacious faith in his character and faithfulness. He
had also shown that he was unknowingly allowing the gifts of God to become more important to
him than the will of God. He was in danger of claiming for himself the very power that God had
given him, and as a result, it appeared to everybody else that he was righteous in his own eyes.

The apostle Paul walked with God as closely as Job, yet his language is so different from
Job’s. “My conscience is clear, but even that isn’t final proof, that doesn’t make me innocent. It’s
the Lord Himself who must examine me and decide” (I Corinthians 4:4).
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Covering Job chapters 32, 33

Chapter 20
AThen | sai d, 0Ah Sovereign Lord, I dondt know
Butthe Lordsaid.. 6 You must go on whatever errand | s

—Jeremiah 1:6,7

Elihu: The Messenger of God

Now comes the part of the whole story that is my personal favorite, at least my favorite
character. You see, sitting back and listening to everything that was being said was a young man
named Elihu. He was never mentioned before, probably because he was too young to be noticed.
But once he starts talking, there is no doubt he possessed a spiritual discernment unknown by the
others.

Elihu’s Modesty

It’s pleasant to notice Elihu’s modesty and tact in entering the discussion with his elders.
It says that his “wrath was kindled” against Job and the three friends. This is explained later
when he talks about the constraining of the Spirit within him, so that he was “ready to burst.”

Ezekiel refers to this “heat of the Spirit” when the Lord had moved him to speak.
Jeremiah spoke of God’s word being “in his heart like a burning fire” and being “weary of
holding it in. Indeed (he) could not” (Jeremiah 20:9). When “the Sovereign Lord has spoken,
who can but prophesy” (Amos 3:8)? “Woe to me, if [ do not . . .” (I Corinthians. 9:16).

Who could blame Elihu? Here he was sitting there as he saw Job becoming more and
more concerned about clearing his own character than justifying the love and character of God.
He also watched as his elders condemned Job without mercy and never were able to find an
answer to Job’s complaints or to explain to him God’s purpose.

Elihu realizes that he is in a very delicate position for a young man. How is he going to
speak to these dignified seniors? He holds himself back, waits and watches for the right moment.
If indeed the Spirit of God has chosen him to be the “interpreter,” he will wait until He opens the
way for him.

That is where many of us miss it. We think that just because we have a message from the
Lord, whether it is to a specific brother or sister or in a congregational time of worship, we have
to give it now! Do you notice the urgency? I’m sure we have all said, “Lord, what would you
have me to say?” However, we also need to ask, “Lord, when would you have me say it?”

Proverbs 15:23 says: “A man has joy in making an apt answer and a word spoken in the
right moment—how good it is!”

So finally, there’s a pause. The friends “stopped answering Job” and “the words of Job
are ended.” The Lord’s message comes to Elihu and he obediently speaks. He takes from the
beginning a place of humility and acknowledges his youthfulness and confesses how he had
shrunk from saying what was on his heart because of their age and his respect for them. He
knows there’s “a spirit in man,” and that it’s “the breath of the Almighty” alone that gives
understanding and not age or position. So he is going to be obedient to the Lord and boldly say
“Listen to me” although he is young.
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He had waited and listened very attentively to every word that the older men had
“searched out to say” while they were reasoning with Job, but he saw that they had utterly failed
to convince him. “Not one of you has proved him wrong and none of you has answered his
arguments. Look, Job hasn’t said anything to me, so I’'m not going to answer anything he said.
All T want to do is speak for the truth, not revenge.”

After all that, Elihu pauses almost as if he was waiting for some kind of encouragement
from them or something. But they just sit there.

“You sit there baffled and embarrassed with no more replies. Should I just sit here and
wait because you haven’t said anything?” No, he must be faithful to God regardless of their
silence. He has to fulfill his “part” in God’s purpose and give the light that has been given to
him.

Many times, we fail to imitate his example. It seems that we need the support and
encouragement of our listeners. Their silence intimidates us and consequently we miss the
anointing of the Lord on our words. A portion of the Epistle of Barnabas says “When you are in
the company of unbelievers, be careful how you use the Word of God. Do not cheapen it by
introducing it at an inappropriate moment, when it may lead to ridicule or blasphemy.” This is
wise counsel, but if the Lord has truly given permission to proceed, you cannot let anything hold
you back. The Lord instructed Jeremiah very distinctly to “tell them whatever I tell you to say.
Don’t be afraid of them, or else | will make a fool out of you in front of them because | have
made you impervious to their attacks. They cannot harm you.” He told Ezekiel to “go to the
people and whether or not they will listen, tell them: This is what the Lord God says!” Elihu had
no choice. He must be obedient.

The older men had searched out what to say to Job and when they finally figured it out, it
was powerless and unconvincing. Elihu was “full of words.” He was in every sense the
messenger of God. The Spirit within him was pouring the message into his mind, so that he
would have to speak to find relief. No matter how uncomfortable he felt because of his youth and
position, he had no alternative but to deliver his message. He would beg their forgiveness if he
did not speak as respectfully as he should but he did not want to show any partiality or do
anything that would prevent him from giving the message of God. He did not want to use any
flattering titles, he just wanted to be very frank, or the Lord would put him aside and he would
not be entrusted with this honor again.

God’s Messenger

With courtesy, he now addresses himself to Job and begs him to listen to what he has to
say. He will simply obey the Holy Spirit and he will speak very frankly, honestly, and sincerely
only what he knows to be from the Lord and nothing more. The only reason that he had enough
courage to address Job at all was because he knew that the Spirit of God has stirred him up and
the breath of the Almighty had inspired him.

Let me give a personal example of how difficult this can be. I live in Ann Arbor, Ml and
years ago | attended a Men's morning prayer time every Tuesday morning at "Domino Farms,"
the Corporate offices and business center of Domino's Pizza. | was new to Ann Arbor and the
Word of God Community, an Ecumenical Community based in Ann Arbor. Whenever Ralph
Martin, one of the leader's of the Word of God Community, did the sharing, Tom Monaghan, the
founder of Domino's Pizza, and local "big shot,” would attend.

Now in this period of time, Tom Monaghan had the "hand of gold.” Whatever he set out
to do, he succeeded a hundred-fold over. He was the Corporate hero and superstar.
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| happened to be there one day that Ralph Martin was going to share, | was also a new to
the prayer group and to the Community, and only maybe two people there had ever seen me
before--and | of course had never met Tom Monaghan before, but | recognized him from photos
in the newspapers.

The moment | saw him the Word of the Lord rose up inside me and when | had the
opportunity, | approached him privately. He had never met me, but his security people didn't
even notice me and I was able to speak to him.

Normally | would never have approached him. I didn't know him, I couldn't relate to him
and | was, to be honest, intimidated by him. I had left a position of minor "importance” in my
home town, but | was in a place one brother described as "just another cog in the wheel." | was
insecure and uncomfortable in new surroundings. But suddenly I had a courage and boldness |
had never experienced before. | asked politely to speak to him. He looked around and shrugged
his shoulders and gave me his attention.

| explained that the Lord wanted to tell him something. He raised his eyebrows and | said,
Mr. Monaghan very soon you will face a very difficult time in your business and financial
affairs. You have become focus on too many things and have lost sight of your first priority and
it's time to turn to Him. You will soon see a severe time of cleansing that will shake you to your
core. You will soon experience a fire turned up seven times hotter than you have ever
experienced before. Your confidence must be in Him alone, not your wealth, not your
businesses, not you savvy abilities to succeed.

People around him began to scoot me out of the way and Ralph Martin and a few others
apologized for my rudeness . . . but 4 yrs later, in 1990, his kingdom began to collapse. He was
forced to liquidate the Detroit Tigers, Drummond Island, and several other holdings. Did he heed
the warning the Lord gave him, | don't know, but how he responded to my word, wasn't my
responsibility.

| share this not to brag about what "I had done, but to point out how Elihu felt. He faced
elders and the once honored and prosperous Job. He was a young man and totally out of his
"comfort zone," but he didn't hold back because, as | said, he knew that the Spirit of God has
stirred him up and the breath of the Almighty had inspired him.

As far as Elihu was concerned, he wasn’t any different from Job, “formed out of the
clay.” He wasn’t going to be hard on him like the others and there wasn’t any need to be afraid
of him. Although, Job did express a wish for an umpire, someone who would stand between God
and himself, so that’s what Elihu is going to try to do . . . to stand “in God’s stead” and reason
the case with him. He is going to try to be a mouthpiece for God.

Elihu’s Summary

Elihu tries to sum up what he understands to be Job’s contention that he was innocent and
God was evidently dealing with him as an enemy. Job had said that in the good-ole-days, the
Lord’s “justice” was kind of like a crown on his head, but right now, it seemed that he was
wrong. Elihu asks if Job, being in reality a finite man, should really judge somebody infinite as
God. Did he really expect God to give an account of His actions to him, regardless of how badly
he misjudged him? It should be enough for us to know that He is the One who is doing it. It is so
silly to fight against Him, because it doesn’t matter how much kicking and fighting we do, it will
not compel Him to speak.

The Holy Spirit’s power and guidance is so evident in the way Elihu deals with Job. The
Holy Spirit quickly and clearly reveals to Elihu everything he needs to know about Job’s true
condition and needs. While the other three were struggling with their vain reasoning, trying to
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figure out what to say, pouring out torrents of words that weren’t even close to the real issue,
utterly, hopelessly blind to the real diagnosis, Elihu has a quick grasp of the heart of the whole
matter and offers the remedy. They also got very touchy when their wisdom is doubted. They
became self-assertive with their knowledge and hard-nosed in the application of their theories,
overriding every principle of humility simply because of their determination to prove their case.

Elihu just passes by all the side issues, ignores all the theoretical discussions and simply
says, “when it comes right down to it Job, you feel you are innocent, and all the wrong is on
God’s side! If anyone is to blame, it’s obviously Him! Where is your sense of rightness? Just
think about it: you’re placing the Lord of Hosts in an impossible position. As your Creator He
can not yield to your demands. Why enter into a battle with Him? He doesn’t have to give you an
account of what He does. Why put Him in the place of an enemy by taking the attitude of one
yourself?”

How God speaks

Elihu had told Job that no amount of agonizing or striving would compel the Lord to give
an account of His actions, but that doesn’t mean that he never speaks at all. In fact, He does
indeed “reveal His will; He speaks not only once, but He speaks again and again.” The problem
is that either we are not listening or we simply do not understand how He is speaking.

Elihu explains two of the ways the Lord teaches us to know Him and His will. One way
is by the direct inner teaching of the Holy Spirit “in a dream, in a vision of the night,” which is
probably the only time many of us become totally separated from our “earthly” responsibilities
and the simple “cares of this world.” The Lord “opens our ear” and gives us “wisdom and
instruction” so that we will withdraw from our own purposes, agendas, and self-will and “so that
we become disgusted with our own disappointing self-sufficiency.”

| realize Jesus completed the work of redemption on the cross. However, it still takes a
long haul—even a lifetime—Dbefore the fruit of that work is seen in our lives and we start to
become conformed to His image.

Elihu now begins to explain a second way that the Lord instructs his children, through
physical suffering. This is an area | believe is the most misunderstood.

First, | believe it is used as a last resort, when we have not heeded His other methods.
Now Elihu only mentions two of them, but I can think of several ways the Lord will try to lead
and teach us. He uses a direct inward witness of the Holy Spirit with our own spirit. He will also
use His Word, both the written word and the “rhema” (the words he speaks to us). It might be
through a prophetic word or situations of life, the circumstances we experience daily. He will use
whatever it takes us to hear (remember he once used a mule to correct one of his prophets?).

Here though, Elihu describes a physical suffering where we become “convicted by strong
pain.” The Lord strips a man of all his natural vigor and strength so that he loses desires for
bread, or “dainty deserts.” A friend of mine says if you’re too sick for deserts, you must be really
sick.

Job’s devotion and surrender to God in his days of strength is being put to the test. Does
he really desire the will of God more than the work of God? Is he willing to be broken so that the
Excellency of the power may be seen to be God? Will he glory in his weakness that the power of
Christ will rest on him?

The Reason God Speaks
The picture that Elihu draws is a very broad one. | don’t believe it needs to be
experienced in detail. However, it does express the simple lesson that the Father teaches his
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children by affliction only when they don’t heed the direct heart-instruction of His Spirit. He will
deal with each one of us according to our character and need, so that out of the furnace of
adversity we will come “as a refined vessel of honor.”

In every one of our lives, there are depths that can only be reached in the school of
suffering. If you are going to shrink back from learning obedience by the things that you suffer
you will remain unmellowed, untaught, in the richest and deepest knowledge of God.

The most important thing to understand, what I’ve been trying to stress over and over
during this whole study, is that this “school of suffering” will often be fulfilled in a spiritual
sense, even in the midst of the “work” the Lord has given you. There may be an inward spiritual
stripping of strength and power; a loss of desire or “hunger” for spiritual bread; a pouring out of
the soul even unto death; all of this known only to you and God.

However it is worked out in our lives, the lesson of the crucible has to be learned!

God isn’t looking for people who only want to receive great things from His hands; He’s
not even looking for those that want to do great things in His name or for His glory. He’s
searching throughout the whole earth for those whose hearts are perfect toward Him. He’s
searching for those who rejoice in the will of God rather than the service of God. Who glory in
their weakness because it is the one condition for knowing the power of God in all its fullness (lI
Corinthians 12:9).
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Covering Job chapter 33

Chapter 21
AfDondét be sur pr i ypoadesaftering,he painful trial
as though it was something strange to
—I Peter 4:12

The School of Suffering

What Elihu has described above is someone suffering so much that he is brought to the
very gates of death. There are times when, in spite of fervent prayers, they pass through those
gates. Yet, there are many who see those gates and are sent back to fulfill their ministry on
earth—in the very light and glory of the One who conquered death. An acquaintance of mine
freely shares the story of lying on the ground after being electrocuted. As a lineman, he would
climb telephone poles and connect electrical cables. When he was electrocuted, he fell several
feet to the ground dead. Then after hearing the voice of the Lord telling him his time was not
through, he began breathing again and experienced the extreme pain of the electrocution and fall.

The person going through such a time of suffering needs to understand what’s going on.
He is in the midst of a tremendous trial and he just doesn’t understand what the Lord is trying to
say to him! He has known the voice and instruction of the Spirit before, but now it seems like
everything is in turmoil and the Lord has left him. He needs an interpreter, Someone who holds
the “thoughts, feelings and purposes of God.” He needs someone who is taught by God to come
and explain to him the lessons of the crucible.

An interpreter is an ambassador from the Lord. This interpreter is someone who knows
how to hear from the Lord. They are chosen by Him to explain His message, and speak with
authority in His Name and with His anointing.

Now, these interpreters are “one in a thousand” because very few of us are willing to
undergo the training for the job. Now I’m not talking about 2 or 4 years in Bible School, which
can be very beneficial. I’m talking about the School of Reality, of living. It’s living in the school
of suffering with the furnace turned up “seven times hotter.” The purpose of this is to produce a
heart and mind that has a sensitive intuition of the very heart and mind of God, a delicate touch
with the Holy Spirit.

When I’'m in the midst of a battle, | don’t want theory, | want the wisdom that my
counselor has drawn out by applying God’s Word in his own life. If he can’t do that, why should
I listen to him? You have probably heard the saying, “Show me the money!” Well, “Show me
the evidence!” I want to know that my advisor is speaking from experience.

Sure, Job’s friends could “search out words” from their store of knowledge and reason
with him, as they presumed, on God’s behalf, but they could never understand Job’s experiences
from the past or his current situation. They certainly couldn’t interpret the purposes of God in
placing him in this time of suffering.

Only a true ambassador can show Job “what is right for him to do.” Elihu has plainly
shown Job what the right thing for him to do was: He must stop the attempts at clearing himself!
He must repent of his misjudging of God that he was treating him like an enemy! He must cease
from the writhing and fighting under His hand!
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There is no hope of God responding or giving light to our paths until the struggling ends
and we rest all of our confidence on God’s faithfulness.

In an earlier chapter of this study I shared how | had a dream during a difficult period for
myself that took many years to understand. In my dream, a giant eagle was pursuing me (I know
it sounds odd, but dreams are supposed to). As this huge eagle flew toward me, | was terrified
and began to panic and run. But it was too late. It was too swift and strong and forcibly pinned
me to the ground by his gigantic claws. | exhausted myself as | kicked, squirmed, fought and
screamed. Although the eagle was gigantic and could have crushed the life out of me, it didn’t. It
just stared at me, patiently waiting for me to give up, stop fighting and surrender.

After | had expended all my strength and just gave myself over to the mercy of the giant
bird of prey, it seemed to smile at me (in dreams eagles can smile) and loosened its hold on me.
It didn’t release me, it simply relaxed its grasp.

What I now see, is that sometimes the Lord will “hold us down,” so to speak, until we
quit thrashing around. Sometimes we need to be “held down” so that He can speak openly to us
and reveal His intentions. When we shut up and listen, He will finally reveal His intentions. That
is the hard part. Closing our mouths and sitting quietly so He can get a word in edge-wise.

There are many times when | have had to just fall down on my face before the Lord and
cry out to Him. I need my heart cleansed and my motives clarified before | can understand what
He is trying to work in my life. | remember when | was teaching all the time, it was very easy to
trust in my own natural gifts and abilities. I realized though, that if I ever did trust in my own
strength there would be no power, no anointing. If there is no anointing, there is no life; if there
is no life, there is no change in me or in those who were listening.

It doesn’t matter how much you know or how much talent or human wisdom you have,
you have to get down on your face and depend on God—and God alone! You can’t depend on
the arm of the flesh.

All of these things will temper and tame our pride and make us more sensitive to the
Lord’s heart and transform us to His image. That is the true work of grace in our lives.

So without rambling on and on, Elihu simply interprets to Job his position and gives a
message of life and restoration.

God was without doubt leading Job into a deeper understanding of His nature, wisdom
and character. He took away the very work he loved, so that He could save him from spiritual
pride, that nothing in his life might end in corruption, or perish under the judgment of God.

Job had been removed from his place of honor and respect in order to learn about himself
and how dependent on God he really is for every breath of life. Every breath you take is an act of
grace, a gift from your Father. At every point of extremity, we should take the right attitude
before the Lord. We need to cease from our own sufficiency and, just as Job had to learn, not to
consider our own integrity and simply turn and cling to our Redeemer.

Accepting the Ransom

Elihu explains that although he had seen his Redeemer as the Living One who would
vindicate him in the day of His coming, he now has to see Him as the Ransom, the One who
would be gracious to him and deliver him from going down to the pit. Not on the grounds of
Job’s integrity—but on the grounds of His own sacrifice for the redemption of all men.

God was trying to tell Job, “I have found your Ransom,” the very message Paul preached
“that is foolishness to those that are perishing but to us that are being saved . . . the power of
God!”
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Job was placed in a time of unparalleled suffering by the very will of God so that in the
anguish of his suffering he would discover an aspect of his “life of self” that he had never seen
before in his days of prosperity and power. The turning point of his deliverance must come to
him by a fresh appropriation of the “Ransom,” the death of the Son of God.

It is through this atoning sacrifice alone that we can receive grace, mercy, and peace.
They will be poured out in abundance to anyone that finds himself stripped, in desperate need,
and that has truly discovered his absolute weakness.

During this trial and the confrontation of his friends, he resented being charged with sin.
“Tell me where I have erred” he cries; and “If I have sinned . . . why don’t you pardon me” he
pleads with God.

“My heart doesn’t condemn me from anything I’ve done”; “Till I die, I will cling to my
integrity; I will hold fast to my righteousness and will not let it go.”

At the beginning of this story, we saw Job to be intensely sensitive to even the possibility
of grieving the Lord. With his whole heart he “shunned evil,” and offered sacrifices to God even
for the sins of ignorance of his children. That’s why he can’t understand what God is doing with
him, and why he—of all people, the just and whole- hearted man that he was—would be placed
in such a furnace of trial. Every once in a while he would get a glimmer of light and see himself
like gold being placed in a fire for refining away of the dross. Although, his last words to his
friends show that he is still assured of his integrity and he’s determined to cling to that all the
way to the end.

| am absolutely convinced that if Job had maintained his sensitivity to every possibility of
sin when his friends first began their charges, instead of resting all of his confidence on his
integrity and righteousness, the rest of the story would have been different. If he had just said
“maybe there is something that [ missed, even though my heart doesn’t condemn me, Lord, I
know that you are my judge, not myself, not my friends. Forgive me and cleanse me of
unrighteousness.”

Life Out of Death

Elihu explains that he won’t argue and fight over Job’s insistence of his integrity like the
others did. He only tells him that if anyone will submit, and allow themselves to learn to know
their true nature through the school of trial and adversity, and out of utter despair and
helplessness call on the “Ransom,” he will come out not only with “a new Spirit as a little child,”
a new freshness of life just like the “early days of youth,” a new power in prayer so that he sees
the Lord’s face in joy, a new assurance of righteousness in union with God and its joys, but also
with a new attitude about sin and an honest confession of sin to others.

With unspeakable relief you will be able to leave your life and character up to the Father
to work out, and know that you don’t have to put up some fagade or uphold your “testimony” to
his delivering power. You will not be afraid to be open and honest when you screw up and
simply say, “Hey, I blew it! I sinned! I perverted that which is right --- and frankly, I didn’t get
what I deserved.”

That man or woman who is finally delivered can “sing out to men” as he or she looks at
God’s mercy and grace. They can plainly see how they were redeemed from the pit of
nothingness, despair, loneliness, pain, frustration, emptiness, and with glad new hope will shout
“My life shall see the Light!”
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God Keeps Working

So these times of trial, suffering and pressure God “works out twice even three times” in
order to “bring back his life from the pit of destruction and allow the light of life to shine on
him.”

Hezekiah realized this truth when he said, “surely it was for my benefit that I suffered
such anguish. In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins
behind me” (Isa. 38:17).

Job’s integrity of heart is beyond question. He has known fellowship with God and the
Spirit of God has given him wisdom and guidance. But during the most crucial point of his trial,
his self-vindication was bringing to light the extent that the intertwining and mingling of his
“soul-life” with his service for God had grown (see I Cor. 15:45,46). As Elihu spoke the “Word
of the Lord” to him, it was beginning to cut and “penetrate even to the dividing of the soul and
spirit . . . to judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

All the way through this chapter, Elihu is clearly under the power and anointing of the
Holy Spirit. He interpreted with clear insight and wisdom the ways and purposes of God, and he
did it with great modesty and tenderness. Now, he appeals to Job to pay attention to what he was
saying and earnestly encourages him to speak because he really does want to help him to
understand what God was doing.

“But Job was silent . . .
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Covering Job chapters 34,35

Chapter 22

il s t hehekedimpatient?o f t
Are these His doings?0
—Micah 2:7

Elihu: The Man

Elihu had just finished giving a tremendous explanation of God’s workings, then he turns
to Job, and Job is silent. It reminds me of an altar call where no one comes forward. Here the
preacher gave a real good sermon that should have brought tears to everyone’s eyes, but no one
comes forward. He waits . . . but no one comes. How embarrassing! Oh, no . . . What do you do
in a case like this?

Well, Elihu turns to the other three and appeals to them as men with knowledge to listen
to what he has to say. He begs them to search out the matter with him, because if Job isn’t going
to acknowledge what is right, “We can discern for ourselves . . . let us learn for ourselves what is
good.” He then proceeds to discuss Job’s attitude and language right in front of him.

That’s where Elihu the man and not Elihu the messenger comes out. It’s amazing! Here
he was clearly expounding the wisdom of the Lord while under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
After he pours out his heart and there is no response, he gets self-conscious and sensitive and
figures Job’s silence to be scorn and cries, “What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like water?”

I suppose it isn’t all that amazing. It’s no different than a man like Noah, who pulled one
of the greatest feats of faith of his time and immediately after it was all over got falling-down
drunk!

We do it all the time ourselves. During a church service we may give forth a beautiful
word of prophecy or exhortation, and right after the service start complaining about the music
director or something else.

It would be like giving a real super-duper talk on holiness and zeal and right afterward
praying for folks, being clearly under the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit—being real
holy and spiritual. Suddenly being distracted by thoughts of lust as a beautiful, shapely young
woman comes up for prayer.

Why? How could that happen? Because we live in an earthen vessel that is weak at times
and in many ways we are still immature in the power of God. We are treating the precious pearls
of God’s wisdom like marbles for us to play with.

Still, if we’re going to be true messengers of God, we need the patience of God as well as
the message! Elihu was so sure he had the light of God on Job’s problems, he probably expected
an immediate result to everything he had said. However, he should have just given the word and
gone on his way. He failed to remember propriety and Job’s position with the others around him.
Why did he expect Job to confess that the word met his need? That it hit the mark? God had
humbled Job and it wasn’t Elihu’s job to add one jot to the humiliation.

Elihu really was taught in the ways of God, but his impatience makes us wonder if he had
actually experienced this “school of suffering” himself. Sometimes it’s very easy to discern
spiritual truths quickly but then we have to be careful that the light doesn’t outrun our
experience.
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Sometimes we mess up just like Elihu did. If the person responds right away to our
message, we get all excited and happy. However, if they don’t respond because of some reserve
of temperament or intensity of emotions and they just stand there silent, we get impatient. We
attribute their silence to some wrong cause. We assume they have a hard heart, pride, or
whatever reason we may create at the time. When we do that, we lose touch with the gentle
working of the Holy Spirit. They end up without help or in deeper despair than before.

Elihu delivers his message. Then, when Job is silent, Elihu pours out a whole bunch of
verbiage from his own mind to try to emphasize the Lord’s message. Instead of quietly leaving
the Word with God, who would “watch over (His) Word to perform it because “His word is not
without power.”

I’m embarrassed to admit how many times | have cooperated with the Lord, carefully and
slowly depending on Him for every word. The Holy Spirit bearing witness by holding the
person’s attention, until I failed to discern that the message had been delivered and began adding
my own mess to explain or press home the message from God. Unfortunately, the Lord doesn’t
watch over our words to perform them and they are without power—except the power to add
confusion.

The Life of a Garden

We need to learn to be totally set apart for the Lord’s use and pleasure. Think of
everything that involves your personality, your mind, emotions and will as a special garden. Not
a public garden but one that is locked up and enclosed (read Song of Solomon 4:12). This
garden’s one objective is to produce flowers and blossoms that are for beauty and pleasure,
which exists for the satisfaction of its owner.

If you will let the Lord prune and cultivate the “garden” in your life, it will produce much
life and fruit for His pleasure and satisfaction (Song of Solomon 5:1; Isaiah 53:11).

The Life of a Spring

Using this analogy of our lives being like a garden certainly isn’t an original one. It’s
actually found in the fourth chapter of the Song of Solomon. The maiden there is also compared
to “a sealed spring.” This well or sealed spring isn’t intended for public use, nor is it to run at
random into every outside area, to roam and wander as it chooses. This is a private garden
belonging to the Lord of Glory. The spring of waters within it are His. The Lord invites His
friends and lovers to partake of the fruit grown there. It’s not the maiden’s prerogative or choice
to give these things out to whomever she chooses.

We don’t have to fret and worry about giving out this precious life that is stored up
inside—it’s not ours to give. Only Jesus can unlock the garden or unseal the spring. Only He can
give permission for people to enter.

Ask yourself how many times you jumped in with a testimony or an attempt to
evangelize someone, maybe a co-worker or a friend, and they simply made fun of you. As each
word came out of your mouth, they were dry and lifeless.

No matter how much we might long to witness to someone or desire to share with others,
unless the Lord Himself removes the seal from the well (Gen. 29:2, 9-10) or unlocks the garden
(Song 4), all our striving is in vain. Also, remember that “every container without a lid fastened
on it will be unclean.” On the other hand, we might find ourselves in situations where the idea of
actually ministering to the person we are talking to is the farthest thing from our mind. All of a
sudden, we are aware the Lord jJumped in and began ministering through us, watering and
feeding his heart. What happened? Well, the Lord brought one of His friends or lovers into His
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garden. The Lord knows who are His and who is thirsty. He is well able to quench their thirst
and give them “the water of life without cost.”

As we allow the Lord to cultivate the garden of our soul, He will take what He has grown
and will feed His sheep. “I will satisfy the priests with abundance and then my people will be
filled with my bounty” (Jer.31:14).

As We Mature

Just like any other good shepherd, Jesus goes ahead of His sheep, looking for rich grazing
areas and fertile ground. Then He plants and cultivates rich food for them. He will take out any
poisonous weeds that would hurt them, check any holes that would cause them to stumble or fall.
Then he would gather the sheep, leading them to the pasture that he has prepared. (Ezekiel 34:14,
15; also see “A Shepherd Looks at the 23" Psalm” by Phillip Keller). Jesus wants to cultivate
each one of us into “rich pasture,” not for our own enjoyment, but so He can bring His “sheep”
there to drink, eat, grow healthy and strong. (And all this time while you were complaining and
griping, the Lord was simply pulling weeds and filling holes in your life.)

As that fruit is maturing and ripening in our life, and our words become actually His
Words, we will experience that the Word of the Lord is indeed “living and active, sharper than a
two-edged sword, piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” We will come to know that “there is no
creature hidden from his sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do” (Hebrew 4:12-13).

So whenever we fail to speak when we should, or like Elihu, speak when we should have
stopped, we lose that kind of power and glory. The difference between Elihu the “interpreter,”
and Elihu the “man” is obvious—Ilike night and day.

It seems as though Elihu was wounded in some way or offended by Job’s silence. So out
of his pride and self-hurt, he stops speaking for God, loses control of his sense of protocol and
starts making the same charges that the others had made.

Elihu’s Torrent of Words

Elihu complains that Job persists in thinking his wounds are incurable. Well, what do you
expect? According to Elihu, Job has scorned all efforts to help him! If he has not sinned himself
he must have associated with “workers of iniquity” and walked with evil men! “Job said himself,
‘It doesn’t profit a man anything to delight himself with God.”*

Wait a minute! Job never said that as regarding himself. The words that Elihu is
supposedly quoting were words that Job had used to describe the attitude of the ungodly.

By reverting to his own understanding, Elihu brought a dimming of spiritual wisdom and
power. His tactfulness was gone, His poise and gentleness, even his sense of exact truth in
quoting Job’s words, were all gone.

As silly as it sounds, Elihu proceeds to “teach wisdom” to his elders and he takes up the
same line of argument they had presented from the beginning. God is so great, so holy, He would
never do anything wicked and men simply get what they deserve. His judgments would be
absolutely right. He is the Sovereign Lord of the whole world, yada, yada, yada . . ..

Surely the only right attitude before a God like this, according to Elihu, is a humble
acceptance of His chastening, saying, “I’m guilty but I won’t offend you any more. Teach me
what I can’t see, if | have sinned, [ won’t do it any more.”

“Should God reward you on your terms, when you refuse to repent? You’re the one that
has to choose, not I.” Well, what do you have to say, Job?
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Elihu’s Severity

Job just sits there and Elihu gets even more impatient with him. “Everyone knows that
Job spoke before without knowledge and without wisdom . . . Father, go ahead and try him to the
end ... he’s simply adding rebellion to his sin.”

How embarrassing for him. Elihu just keeps rattling on about what he thought Job had
said about the profit of serving God, despite Job’s silence.

Job had never even thought about any “advantage” or “profit” in serving the Lord, but he

doesn’t say anything to set the record straight, he just lets him go on and on with his torrent of
harsh and severe words.
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Covering Job chapters 36, 37

Chapter 23
Ailf you bring forth the precious
you wi ||l be as my mouth. o

—Jeremiah15:19

Elihu: The Messenger Again

| think Elihu realized he had blown it by speaking on his own behalf, when he quit
interpreting the working of God to Job, and began to attack him. I think he also realized he had
better repent and start speaking worthy words, rather than unworthy words, if the Lord was going
to restore him as His spokesman (Jeremiah 15:19). He asks them to excuse him, and to bear with
him a little because “there is more to be said on God’s behalf.”

It was very unbecoming for him to address his elders the way he did and to deal directly
with everything he saw wrong. The Lord was able to use him to explain what was going on
around Job as long as he retained his sense of propriety and did not violate the bounds of
courtesy and love. However, when he gave in to nursing his pride, he lost touch with the gentle
working of the Holy Spirit.

As long as Elihu spoke from the standpoint of an instrument or a mouthpiece for God—
someone standing “in God’s stead”—all his words were directed by the Spirit and had power,
clarity, strength. However, as soon as his attitude changed, and he started speaking like someone
who was supposed to plead for God, he lost the marked power of God.

This difference between the two is important for us to understand. If you are speaking for
God, the listener is assumed to be in the position of an antagonist who has to be won over to the
Lord’s side by the special pleader. However, if you are simply a mouthpiece, with your lips
yielded to Him for His use, the listener is brought into direct dealing with God Himself.

Elihu regains his humble and gentle attitude toward Job and begins, again, to interpret the
heart of God. The change in tone and language is amazing. The hand of God is on him again as
he proceeds to “ascribe justice to (his) maker.”

The Heart of God

He is truly speaking from the right standpoint now as he tells Job that although the Lord
is mighty, He doesn’t despise any of His children, even the weakest. He knows their frame and
remembers very well that they are dust. In all of their afflictions, He also is afflicted. Yet His
strength of love toward them enables Him to bear seeing them suffer for their eternal gain, giving
“to the afflicted their rights” after His purpose of love is accomplished.

“He doesn’t take His eyes off the righteous. Rather, he enthrones them with kings and
exalts them forever.” That is the loudest cry of the New Testament! That he takes the redeemed
of the Lord and calls them to be Kings and Priests. This is the “right” or the inheritance of the
afflicted, because if we are willing to suffer with Him, we will also be glorified with Him. In His
purpose of love, He has already set the “righteous”—those who are in union with the Righteous
One—on the throne of victory with their Lord. He is patiently preparing each of us for our future
position by placing us in the furnace of trial. Why? So that we will be prepared for our high and
heavenly calling and learn to overcome, even as our Lord has overcome. “To him who overcame,
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I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as | overcame, and sat down with my Father
on his throne” (Revelation 3:21, also see Revelation 5:10; 11:12).

A King in Chains

When Elihu entered the picture | admitted that he was my favorite character in this story.
The reason is simple: | can relate to him. He was the youngest one there (probably in his 40’s or
50’s); he was also like most of us: He was at times strong in the Lord, showed a great deal of
modesty and tact and very sensitive to the the voice of God. He was also “normal” in that after
he clearly expounded the wisdom of the Lord, when he gets no response from Job, he gets self-
conscious and sensitive.  Finally he realizes his error, repents and returns to speaking God’s
message to Job. In 1985, when the Lord withdrew me from all forms of ministry, | was
heartbroken—devastated, actually. I took years after | was removed from the position of
leadership that my eyes were opened to my erros. You see, the work of God, had become more
important to me then my serviceto God. | had been blind, and now I saw. “If men are bound in
chains, held fast by cords of affliction,” Elihu says, as he continues to describe another aspect of
the Lord’s instruction through suffering, “He tells them what they have done.” The Lord who is
“mighty in strength of heart” flashes His light on the service of the past. He tenderly shows
where His servant has “transgressed,” in moving without His commands, or “behaved
arrogantly,” in criticism, or harsh judgment of others; in reliance on his own capabilities; in
assurance of his own knowledge, or in thinking himself indispensable to God. So the Lord
“opens the ear” of His children to instruction, and they are taught by Him.

How He Delivers

God simply withdraws His servants from their work in order to sift and to test them. “He
shows . . . that they have acted arrogantly . . . He makes them listen to correction and commands
them to return to Him and repent.” He convicts only so that He can deliver. He rebukes to bless.
He wounds in order to heal. (Thank you, Lord. Now | know what you have been doing with me
the past several years.)

The Lord will reveal sin in its true light. Any shade of pride is called iniquity, and every
transgression needs a “return” to God for His pardon and cleansing, just like you did the very
first time you sought Him.

If we choose not to listen, even when the Lord has opened the ear, and his instruction
given, the Lord has to use the sword in still sharper dealing. If His children still fail to listen to
Him, the end must be a loss of life “saved even as by fire.”

Elihu tries to comfort Job by reminding him that the godless in heart do not cry to God
for help when they are bound with cords of affliction. They are more often angry and harbor
resentment, so the fact that he cries out to God proves that he knows where to turn in the time of
trouble. “Job, don’t you realize that God delivers you in your suffering and speaks to you in your
affliction?”

God’s purpose

In the midst of a crisis or trial, we need to understand He often leads us out of our distress
softly and gently. We are almost unaware of all that He is doing. He “delivers the afflicted by
affliction, “and in the adversity our ears are being opened to understand the faintest whisper of
the Lord. You don’t realize that you’re being wooed. You’re silently being drawn out of the jaws
of distress—into a spacious place free from restriction or narrowness of vision. There will be no
smallness of heart or lack of spiritual food. Your table will be “laden with choice food” or, as
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one translation says, “abundantly satisfied with the fatness of His house, and He will spread a
table before him in the very presence of their enemies” (Psalm 23).

The Warning

Elihu points out to Job that he has been talking too much about the judgment of the
wicked. He also tells Job that he had better watch out for himself, so he’s not lured away from
his position with God. How could that happen? It happened by leaning on his own sufficiency
and being drawn aside from dealing with his own sin, because of the “greatness of the Ransom.”
All of his riches, whether material or spiritual, all of his strength, wouldn’t sustain him during his
times of distress. Only the Lord can bring us into the “spacious place that is free from
restriction.”

The greatest danger to each one of us is our “self-sufficiency.” Once we have dealt with
that and have learned to draw on the sufficiency of God, it’s possible to be drawn aside, from our
dependence on Him, by the very sufficiency He has given us!

Sometimes it seems like we can only grab hold of one aspect at a time of the stupendous
sacrifice of Christ and the awful holiness of God. We are often either walking in a measure of
bondage, judging our fellowship with God by our obedience. Or else we’re living in the grace of
God, and the value of the shed blood of His Son are realized to such an extent we fail to deal
severely with our sin and disobedience in our daily walk.

The Believer’s choice

Job had been very arrogant when he was trying to vindicate himself and Elihu calls a
spade a spade and iniquity, iniquity!

“Job, you better beware of neglecting to deal with your iniquity,” Elihu says. “You seem
to prefer that to affliction; you choose to defend yourself rather than be silent and endure; you
chose to take things into your own hands rather than trusting the Lord to be your vindicator.”

Every step you take in your walk with the Lord you have to make a choice, you can
choose either the “wide road” . . .”” or the “narrow road . . .” the easy way or the way of affliction
and struggles. The best thing to do is choose, without hesitation, the right course and not to even
glance at any other path, even if it seems like the right thing to do. You probably think that’s the
most obvious thing you have ever heard, but if you are placed in the kind of a trial as Job—what
then?

“Who is a teacher like God?” exclaims Elihu, as he begins to unfold the patient dealings
of God with His children, and the depth of His love toward us. How tenderly He shows us our
work, opening our hearts to understand His instruction, delivering us from our bonds of fiery
trials and gently luring us out into the “spacious place where there are no restrictions.”

“God is exalted in His power,” no one can really teach Him or “prescribe” His ways, no
one can charge Him with unrighteousness. All we should do is “remember to extol His work™
and remember that men can only look at it from afar. He is so great and awesome we can’t fully
understand Him, as He is, and was, in the far back ages of eternity.

The Storm

While Elihu was still speaking, a huge storm began to gather, and the group on the ash
mound was wrapped in darkness, broken only by the vivid flashes of lightening.

Elihu knew God, so his whole being responded with delight at the manifestation of the
majesty of the Lord in the storm. It’s almost as if the Lord said, “Enough! He won’t listen to my
servant, I’1l have to settle this Myself.” I can remember many times seeing people refuse truly
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inspired counsel from different sources, all of whom presented essentially the same message,
until the Lord simply had to deal with them directly Himself and usually much more sternly.
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Covering Job chapter 38,39

Chapter 24
AThe Lord has His way in the whirl wind
and the stor m, and clouds are the dust of
—Nahum 1:9

The Revelation of God

The Lord doesn’t repeat anything that Elihu had said. Job has already heard about his
deliverance through the Ransom; he has already heard the explanation of God’s dealings with
him. It’s not more teaching that Job needs, but a direct interview with God. That kind of
revelation of the Lord is going to bring him to the dust, and give him a glimpse into the heart of
the One who brought him to this point in the first place.

“Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?”” These are the first
words to meet Job’s ears. Job had said that before his troubles began, the “counsel of God” had
been in his tent, but he is now told that he had “darkened,” or brought a veil over, that counsel by
his multitude of words.

“Who is this?” demands the Lord. “Is this My servant that I called true, upright,
blameless, and godly? Job . . . who do you think you are?”

The Strengthening of Job

It’s somewhat shocking the way the Lord responds to Job. You might almost expect the
Lord to join in Job’s pity party and say, “Oh, poor Job, can I wipe your poor feverish brow? Oh,
woe are you.” But He doesn’t! Here Job has been lying on the ash mound in misery ever since he
gave into the temptation of vindicating himself, and because of his “anguish of spirit” he never
responded to the message of deliverance that Elihu told him about. He was simply too crushed to
answer him one word.

The Lord doesn’t join in his pity party. He doesn’t treat him like a little kid, He tells him
to “Gird up your loins like a man, and I’ll ask you questions and you’ll answer me.”

The Lord addresses him with very direct questions. He outlines for him the magnitude of
His mighty power in heaven and on the earth, by revealing His glory before his eyes, just like he
did for Moses when he proclaimed Himself as “a God full of compassion and gracious . . .
plenteous in mercy and truth.”

The Voice from the Throne

Throughout chapter 38, the Lord asks him questions: “Where were you? . . . Have your
ever? ... Can you? ... Do you know? . .. Will you? ...” He is simply making Job understand
where he was in the order and plan of God.

“Job, where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?” as the Lord puts Job into his
right position, as a creature before his Creator.

Job had told Zophar that he had understanding as well as they did when he resented being
taught by his friends things he felt he knew even better than they did. His wisdom is quickly
brought to nothing by the very first question the Lord asks.
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If he indeed had “understanding,” let him explain the mystery of his own being. Where
was he at the creation of the earth? Who had determined its measure? Could he tell where the
foundations were fastened? Did he know who laid the cornerstone?

If Job’s wisdom was unable to fathom these things, how could he possibly understand the
mystery of his own creation, or even fathom the dealings of God with him?

“Who shut up the sea behind doors . . . prescribed for it boundaries . . . and said . . . ‘No
further!’?” If the Lord was able to shut up the sea within its boundaries by His will alone, and
was able to command the waves to stop, then he could certainly prescribe the boundary line of
Job’s sorrows and at any time say “No further!” to those who, Job said, were overwhelming him
“as a wide breaking in of waters.”

If the Lord can clothe the earth with light by commanding the morning to appear and
cause the dawn to appear in the east, then He could certainly speak the Word, and bring Job out
of his “darkness” and into the “light of the resurrection day”’! He could certainly cause the light
to “take hold” of him, so that the wicked hosts around him would be scattered and his life
changed, marked with the impression of God, just like a piece of clay under a seal.

If Job has never explored the springs that brought forth the oceans or walked their depths,
if he can’t even discern the shadows of death or perceive the gates—or the turning points—
between life and death, how could he possibly understand the springs within his own being, or
know the depths of his own heart? Earlier, Job talked about being drawn close to the land of the
shadow of death, but they were obviously “words without knowledge” because only the Lord can
know the depths of a man’s heart, or deal with the springs of his life. Only the Lord can control
the gates of life and death.

“Certainly you know these things, Job!” The Lord says to him as he makes Job realize the
folly of questioning the actions of such a God. If Job couldn’t comprehend the vast expanses of
the earth, or discern the paths of light and darkness, then how could he possibly comprehend the
way that he would be led to the One who is the dwelling of light?

Did Job really know all the resources of the Lord? Job said there was warfare appointed
to man on the earth, but did he really understand anything of the conflict that was raging all
around him? Did he know the forces that were reserved by the Lord, as a man of war, “for the
day of the battle”?

Didn’t Job know the Lord had infinite resources for aiding him in this warfare? Don’t
you think the Lord was a little better equipped to deal with the “indictment” that was written
against Job by his adversary than Job was?

If the Lord commands the forces of nature, and directs the wind and the rain to fulfill
their parts in meeting the thirst of the earth, and causes the grass to spring up, then certainly the
same God can control all the forces around His servants, so that in the end all their needs are
satisfied, and their lives can spring forth in power and resurrection glory!

As the Lord continues to describe the majesty and glory that is rightfully His, our little
finite minds can get overwhelmed and go “tilt!” I mean, all this time the Lord was talking about
founding the earth, closing the oceans within the boundaries of His will; causing the dawn to
clothe the earth like a garment; the recesses of the deep being laid before His eyes; having the
knowledge of the gates of death; being able to breathe on the waters for the formation of frost
and ice; leading and guiding the planets; on and on . . . as if they were trivial things in His hands.

No one but the Lord could summarize the forces at His command and point to light and
darkness, wind and rain, hail and snow, in the same way that a Master Craftsman points to the
tools that he uses to build something of honor and pride.
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Then it was as if the Lord was saying; “Okay Job, forget about the starry heavens, as vast
and wonderful as it is, and consider something a little closer to home, like the little creatures
around you. Who provides for their needs? Did the Lord create them and then neglect them? No,
he has placed within each one of them their instincts and their appetites, and when the young
ravens cried for food, it was actually a cry to God, and He wasn’t oblivious to their needs.”

Now, if the Lord watches over the needs of simple creatures, then certainly he will take
care of all the needs of His children. The desires of their hearts would certainly be satisfied. “Job,
you should realize that it’s the instinct of all creatures to provide for the need of their young.
How much more does the great father-heart of God respond to anyone that is depending on Him
for its very life?”

It’s written that no man can know the times and seasons that the Father has set with His
own authority. Well, in the same way, no man can know the exact moment of birth and death for
himself. Only the Lord knows that.

Job had cried for deliverance from his suffering, but only the Lord knew the “hour” when
his warfare would be over, His purposes fulfilled, and Job would emerge once again into the full
light of God.

“Job, look at the wild donkey. He is absolutely free, his ropes are untied so that he can
laugh at the commotion in the town. He is deaf to the voice of the taskmaster and the mountains
are his pastures. He can’t be enslaved, he only listens to my voice.” Can you imagine that kind of
freedom? They are ruled by the instincts of the life that is within them, they cannot be bound by
the will of men. That would be great in our lives. Whoa, that is exactly what he is calling us to.

“Job, I'’ll do the same thing for you!” The Lord seems to say. “I’ll take away the bondage
that you’re in right now and bring you out of the furnace of affliction into a fuller life in union
with Myself, when you will be able to serve Me again with the glad spontaneous outcome of My
life that has been formed within you. Your ‘pasture’ will be found in the mountain of God: You
will be free indeed!”

Over and over the Lord proves His sympathy, care, concern, and love for His creation as
He responds to their cry for food; as He comforts them in their times of crisis, and the fact that
He takes pleasure in seeing them free from any bondage and torment.

Yet, just to make sure His point is pressed home to Job, He wants him to consider some
other examples of His workmanship, just to make sure Job understands the infinite resources and
wisdom at His disposal.

Job will just have to ponder the workmanship of God in four specific creatures: the
ostrich, the horse, the hawk and the eagle. Each one is fitted for its own sphere and designed to
fulfill its own purpose in creation.

The same creative hand made them, and the same life moves in each one of them, yet it
differs in its manifestation. Each one acts by the spontaneous movement and instinct of its being
to fulfill God’s purpose.

The ostrich may have been deprived of wisdom, yet when she runs she excels in speed.

The horse, specifically a war-horse, doesn’t have the speed of the ostrich, but he has
strength and force in battle, and even rejoices in the sound of the trumpet and the shouts of war.

The eagle soars up to heaven above every other bird. From there, she—like her sister, the
hawk—seeks out her food, her piercing vision detecting its prey as she searches for food for her
young.
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Job had to understand that he also had a part in God’s creation. He was a specific unit in
His plan, with only a measure of knowledge and power given to him to fulfill that purpose and
plan.

Getting to the Point

“Job, where is your wisdom compared with Mine?”

The Lord waits for Job to answer all these things because Job already said that he was
prepared to reason with the Lord over His strange dealings with him. Did Job still think he could
instruct his Creator?

Job had protested that he would fill his mouth with arguments if he could just get the
chance to talk to the Lord face to face. Well, here is his big chance.

“Then Job answered and said . . . I am unworthy and of little account. How can I reply to
you? I put my hand over my mouth . . . I will say no more.”

What could Job say? What answer could Job give to the God he has misjudged? What
could he say to such a revelation of His power, His infinite wisdom, and His sympathy with His
creation?

Job feels horrible when he remembers what he had said about the Lord, and how he
charged Him with cruel persecution when He was simply working out His purposes of love.

| realize that Job is silenced now, but the Lord has to have a much more frank confession
of repentance, and a deeper turning from himself and the past, than this!

When our children were much younger, Patrice and | were very serious about their need
to apologize to each other, or anyone for that matter, when they offend them or hurt them in any
way. They have to repent immediately, but sometimes it seems that an “I’m sorry” just is not
enough. They have to realize the extent of the offense. At least try to understand that they have
done wrong and not only admit it or acknowledge the offense. They also need, in a sense, to
grieve over that offense.

I think that is the point the Lord is concerned with now. It’s great that Job admitted his
error, and covered his mouth so he wouldn’t make matters worse, but it doesn’t seem that Job
has really realized the depth of his rebellion and offense toward the Lord.

“Job I want you to declare your attitude toward Me now. Are you still determined to
condemn your Creator in order to justify yourself? Are you going to discredit my justice, voiding
all my patient dealing with you during this time of testing, by refusing to take the place of
repentance?”

In the face of all God’s working in creation, was Job going to declare that he had been
dealt with more harshly than any of the animals in the field?

It was obvious to the Lord that Job had not really given up his clinging to his integrity.
Sure, he had confessed that he was of “small account.” He had admitted that he felt humbled in
the face of the Lord’s majesty, because he couldn’t control the stars, or feed the wild animals, or
give the horse its strength, or cause the eagle to fly.

He even confessed that he probably should never have said what he did, and certainly
would not say anything more.
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Covering Job chapters 40, 41, 42

Chapter 25
Ailt was too painful for me til/l I entered t
then my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered.
| was stupid andgnorant| was a brute beast before youbo

—Psalm 73:16-22

Job is Conquered

The Lord saw that He had to deal a little more personally with Job to make him
understand the depth of his error. He had just finished reminding Job of His overwhelming
power in creation, and Job just simply stood silent in front of the greatness of his God. Now Job
has to be reminded that none of the power and influence that he used to have over other people
had been his own, and he needed to learn, in an even deeper measure, his own helplessness.

“Job, do you have an arm like God’s? Can your voice thunder like His? Then adorn
yourself with glory and splendor and clothe yourself in honor and majesty . . . Look at everyone
that is proud . . . and humble him; and crush the wicked . . . into the dust . . .

“If you can do any of these things Job, then I will admit that you are able to save
yourself.”

Job had said that in the “good ole days,” he had sat as “chief in the midst of the people,
clothed with righteousness and crowned with justice.” He talked about his power to pluck the
prey of the wicked from their teeth, and of the way in which others had been silenced by his
words.

Been there, done that . . . when | was in a time of ministry | began to look at the honor
and position the Lord had given me as being through my own gifts and talents. | forgot that | was
simply His tool, His vessel for a season and He could withdraw that anointing at any time.

So the Lord’s question to Job, hit close to home for me, as well. Job knew all too well
that all his authority and power had been stripped from him. He was painfully aware that he
couldn’t re-clothe himself with it, any more than he could array himself in the majesty of God.
The fact that he couldn’t humble any man was made obvious by his failure to convince even his
friends of his integrity, and his inability to save himself was manifested in the complete
uselessness of his self-vindication.

Job didn’t have an answer to this last round of questions any more than he did to the first
round, but this last sword thrust hits him hard and touches him in the vital point of his despair.
The Lord finally hit him in the most sensitive area and is slowly bringing him down to the place
of emptiness and blessing.

The Lord’s Picture Lesson

Just to press the point home a little further and to put it to final rest, the Lord once more
uses His creation to illustrate the lesson. The Lord refers to two huge animals, one called
“behemoth,” which some think was either an elephant or a hippopotamus, and “leviathan,” which
could possibly be a whale or a crocodile, depending on which commentary you read.
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The Lord calls behemoth the “chief ways of God,” describing in very minute detail all of
this creature’s strength and might. He points out that “only his Maker can approach him with his
sword,” which is the object lesson for Job to consider.

Only the Creator can deal with the creature, and only the Lord can humble the proud and
break down his arrogance. The Lord was Job’s only hope for deliverance from his need.

The other thing that Job should consider about the huge behemoth is that even when the
river was overflowing or violent, this animal wasn’t alarmed. He simply remained secure and
confident. He knew that he wasn’t going to sink; the very instinct of its life told him that the
waters would simply carry him wherever they flowed.

The same should have been true with Job during the raging of the deep waters of his trial.
God had breathed life into him, and He wasn’t going to let him drown. The waters would simply
draw him closer to the Lord.

The Second Lesson

The Lord’s second picture is another huge creature called a leviathan. Then, He gives an
even more detailed description of him to prove the impossibility of his being tamed by man.

You could never put him on a fishhook. You could never play with him, or tame him like
a pet. No one would dare to lay his hand on him or have the courage to rouse him. “If you lay
your hands on him, you will long remember the battle that ensues, and you will never try it
again! No, it is useless to try to capture him. It is frightening even to think about it! . . . His
limbs, his mighty strength, his terrible teeth, his scales, his eyes, his mouth, his nostrils, his
breath like kindled coals, make him so terrible that the strongest men fear him . . . No sword can
stop him, no spear or dart or pointed shaft. Iron is nothing but straw to him and brass is rotten
wood . . . He makes the water boil with his commotion. He churns up the depths. He leaves a
shining wake of froth behind him . . . There is nothing on earth his equal -- a creature without
fear. He is king over all that are proud!” If men are cast down at the sight of this creature, what
about God? He created him! Who can stand against Him?

“Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me!”
That is the conclusion of the whole matter! Job had said that the Lord took away his rights, but
the Lord declares that Job has no “rights!” As Sovereign Lord of Heaven and earth, He isn’t
under any obligation to any creature. No one can demand anything of Him as a “right.” On the
contrary, they must acknowledge His claim! Everything, whether animate or inanimate, wears a
placard that He wrote which says “MINE!”

“Job, take a look at behemoth, which I made along with you. Behemoth is Mine, and you
are Mine. I have the sovereign right to do whatever I will with Mine own.”

Job is conquered!

The first time Job answered the Lord he admitted that he felt worthless and inferior. I'm
going to use one of those “ten dollar” phrases: He felt “contemptibly mean.” I don’t think you
can find a better description of Job’s heart than that as he remembered the words that he used
against the Lord during his complaints.

Job simply submits to the claims of his God and King and cries, “I know you can do all
things!” In the complete surrender and adoration of his whole being, he proclaims with a fresh
renewal of his faith, the sovereign power of God in his life and allows the Lord to take His
rightful place of authority.
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Job confesses that he finally accepts the Lord can do anything and no one can stop him,
“no plan of yours can be thwarted.” He had always believed it, and even said it to his friends in
one of his moments of tenacious trust in God, but now he knows it with a “full assurance of
understanding” that he never had before. All his crying, kicking, screaming and carrying on, had
never hindered the Lord from revealing Himself to Job when the time was right

The Lord just waited until the trial had fulfilled His purpose and proved that Job would
remain true to Him to the very end.

Job looks back on his past months of suffering and in the light of the Lord’s presence
sees the purpose of love behind it all. However, did Job learn his lesson? Oh, sure, he
acknowledged the Lord’s sovereignty and claim on his life. Yes, he understood the Lord’s
wisdom and compassion during his trial. But did Job confess his ignorance, and admit that he
had veiled the counsel of God by his “words without knowledge?”

Job’s Confession

Without hesitation, Job admitted that he had uttered words he did not understand. Just
like the psalmist said, “Lord, you hem me in—»behind and before; you have laid your hand upon
me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain” (Psalm 139:5-6; Job
42:3).

Job told Zophar that he wasn’t inferior to him, he knew just as much as Zophar. Now he
sees that he wasn’t willing to be thought ignorant by his friends, much less to be taught by them
what they considered they knew about God.

Job remembers how he had actually been tempted to show his would-be teachers that he
knew as much as they did! Now he realizes that he could accept whatever came and worship
Him, regardless of the pain, but he couldn’t take the low place before his friends and accept their
assessments of his condition. He couldn’t let them treat him like an ignorant, presumptuous man,
much less like a hypocrite that was hiding his secret sins.

In his heart, I really believe that Job honestly wanted to be humble, and not to “Lord” his
position over his servants, or his friends. It was one thing to be humble like that, and another to
be willing to be considered ignorant of the things of God by those whose knowledge of Him was
less than his own.

That was my greatest struggle when we first moved to Ann Arbor. It was so hard for me
to accept being “just another cog in the wheel” when I was used to being part of the hub. It was
difficult to allow someone else to try to help me, when | already knew all the words he was
saying before they were spoken. It was so hard to place myself under someone else’s instruction
when | was used to being the instructor.

Now Job and I could understand Elihu’s words about the Lord withdrawing His children
from their work, to “hide pride” from them, and to save them from greater sorrow in the world to
come.

In shame, Job (and I) looked up to the Lord. Is the Lord going to let him speak one more
time?

Job’s Verdict on his Past

It’s fascinating how we can see right into the Lord’s heart as he is dealing with Job. It’s
so important to the Lord that His people walk with Him in integrity of heart and that they have a
complete understanding of all His dealings with them.
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Just before the Lord had sent His judgment on Israel, he told Ezekiel that when he saw
the conduct and actions of the survivors, he would be comforted because he would see that He
did nothing without cause (Ezekiel 14:22).

| think the Lord is trying to do the same thing with Job. He simply wants Job to
acknowledge that the Lord was just in His dealings with him. The Lord opens His heart to Job,
and then waits for Job to pass judgment on himself and the way he behaved during his trial.

“Job, answer Me now,” the Lord said, and Job looks up. “Lord, I thought I knew You,
because You were with me before. Your Spirit was on me. I called on You and You answered
me, | was blessed on every side, but now that my eyes see You, | realize that my past knowledge
of You was nothing more than a ‘hearing of the ear.” My inner ears were opened to Your
instruction, but the eyes of my heart have never seen You until now.”

Let’s think about that a moment. It seems that the entire story of Job contains the first and
primary revelation of God to His fallen creatures. Through each year and each generation, the
Lord was gradually unveiling Himself as He drew closer and closer to His people until in the
“fullness of time” He was manifested in His son, Christ Jesus. Through Christ, all those who
were once alienated and banished from God could return and through a rebirth become the very
sons of God.

Job saw the Lord as the great First Cause, the central spring or pivot of all creation, the
One who directs and moves everything from His throne.

Elijah understood the same aspect of the Lord so that he was able, in unshaken faith, to
ask that it wouldn’t rain for three years. He knew the God on the throne of the universe, the One
who declared to Job that He had treasures of snow and hail reserved for the day of battle.

To us, who God has redeemed, this same God is revealed in His Son Jesus Christ. Paul
said that Christ was the expressed image of the invisible God and that it was “in Him that all
things were created . . . and it was in Him that all things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17).
That makes Him equal with God, our Creator as well as our Redeemer.

Jesus’ greatest joy is to reveal the Father to His redeemed. As we stand in union with
Him, and walk with Him, beholding with unveiled faces the glory of the Lord, we are led by the
Holy Spirit from glory to glory, closer and closer to Him who sits on the throne, until we, too,
know God as He was revealed to Job. From the inner sanctuary of His presence we can look out
on the universe, and like the Psalmist, see how His voice moves the waters; breaks the cedars;
hews out flames of fire; shakes the wilderness, and strips the forest bare (Psalm 29). In the
sanctuary of His immediate presence the Seraphim cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts.
The whole earth is full of His glory!” (Isaiah 6:3).

The story of Job teaches us that this innermost knowledge of God is only given when you
have been stripped of everything that may, even without your knowing it, dim your vision and
keep you preoccupied even with its blessings instead of with God; or with the work rather than
the will of God.

Many times the very gifts that God has given us, as well as our present knowledge and
understanding of the Lord, can keep us from receiving the deepest knowledge of God Himself.

Also in this story we can see the difference between the possession of gifts, which tend to
build us up in ourselves and make us think we know more than others, and the stripping of
everything we thought we possessed, so that when we are left with absolutely nothing we can
truly “possess all things in Him” who is the source and possessor of everything.

“I had learned of you, but now my eyes have seen you,” cries Job as he looks back on the
past that he thought was “the ripeness of his days!”
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“I spoke of things I didn’t understand, things too wonderful for me to know” is his
verdict on the knowledge that he thought was so great!

Job finally knows himself and his place in the economy of God. He is becoming the little
child Elihu had described that is content to lay down on its Father’s heart, to know everything
that the Father wishes to teach and content to be whatever the Father wants it to be while it
rejoices with excitement in the gifts and graces given to others in his Father’s house.

Job’s Self-Loathing

Job also sees another aspect of the Lord’s cleansing because just as when Isaiah saw the
Lord high and lifted up and cried, “I am a man of unclean lips,” Job cries, “I abhor myself” and
“loathe my words.”

Job had said to Eliphaz that the speeches of one who was desperate were only for the
wind, they shouldn’t be taken seriously. Now however, Job sees that superfluity of speech must
be renounced if he’s to walk in fellowship with God. The “precious” must be taken from the
“vile,” that which is “true (gold) must be separated from the dross” (Jeremiah 15:19) if he ever
wants to be God’s messenger again.

James places “stumbling not in word” as the supreme mark of a man that’s fully under
the control of God. This same man, according to James, is able to bridle his whole body.

The Lord has done His work. When it really sinks in to Job that he should have endured
in silence and left his vindication to his God, he cries, “I despise my words.” I think he realizes
now that he was making matters worse by complaining. By constantly meditating on and talking
about his problems and sorrows he was actually only magnifying them in his own eyes and
wasting the little strength he may have had to endure.

His tongue had, as James says, “set on fire the whole course of his life . . . Set on fire by
the powers of darkness” (James 3:6). Jesus said to let our “ ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and our ‘no’ be ‘no’;
anything beyond this comes for the evil one” (Matthew 5:37). The Psalmist said “the power of
life and death, is in the tongue!”

| think Job begins to remember his words of despair and longing for death; his sarcastic
contempt toward Zophar; his bitter reasoning with Bildad; his petulant crying and pleading with
God to leave him alone. (What if the Lord had taken Him at his word?) I’m sure he remembered
how he had described to others how God had used him to bless and strengthen others. How could
he have spoken about himself that way?

Job remembers how he was offended with his God and had reproached Him with cruelty
after he had walked with Him so loyally in the past. When his wife told him to curse God and
die, he called her a foolish woman. “Shouldn’t we endure hardship as well as enjoy blessings?”
He then compounds that with his miserable collapse on the ash heap and his pitiful attempt to
clear his own character to his misjudging friends.

“I abhor myself,” and “loathe my words,” is the only thing he can say in the light of all
that God has shown him. He is not going to say another word about his past integrity. He won’t
even ask again for his blessings to be restored because now he realizes that he never really knew
himself or understood how deep his needs really were.
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Covering Job chapter 42

Chapter 26

fiwe went through fire and water,
But you brought us to a place of abundana@
—Psalm 66:12

Job is Set Free

OK, everything is settled concerning Job, so now the Lord turns to Eliphaz and his two
friends.

Job had said that his Redeemer would vindicate him in the final day, but the Lord isn’t
going to wait until then. His servant was ridiculed and misjudged, so He is going to vindicate
him now and “bring forth his righteousness as the light, and his judgment as the noonday!”

The Lord singles out Eliphaz and says, “I’'m fed up with you and your two friends”
because he had assumed spiritual authority, and most emphatically asserted that his knowledge
came directly from God. “You have not spoken of me what is right.” (Oh, oh. Sounds serious,
folks. Those of you who choose and your own to be God’s “spokesman,” listen up).

Remember when Eliphaz told Job what the “spirit form” told him. Well the Lord said,
“Phaz, it wasn’t me, you never spoke anything that I said to you.”

That rather confirms the idea that the vision Eliphaz had wasn’t the Lord at all but the
adversary who had set his heart against Job.

“You have not spoken of Me what is right, as my ervant Job hag (did you catch the
emphasis there? “as my servant Job has . . .”) the Lord clarified for Bildad and Zophar as well as
for Eliphaz who spoke the right words and who didn’t. That shoots a big hole in Phaz’s vision
and in all the reasoning, arguments and ideas of suffering that all three men had.

The Lord emphatically declares that Job was “right on” in saying that the “hand of God
had touched him,” that he was simply dealing with him as gold, and removing the dross and
other impurities. The Lord promises that “He will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. He
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify His priests and refine them like gold and
silver.” (Malachi 3:2-3)

The Lord had just finished correcting Job. So what He is saying is that everything Job
had said about his integrity and righteousness was true. Although, the fact that Jobsaid it, was
wrong; he had no right to defend himself before men. The Lord would be his defender. On the
other hand, the three friends were wrong all the way through.

I think it’s obvious from the story we should refuse to dwell on the secondcauses in our
lives. The adversary may very well attack us, but we don’t have to be occupied with watching for
him in everything that comes our way. However, we do need to recognize the hand of God in and
through everything. Just as Jesus did during the “hour and power of darkness” when he said,
“The cup that the Father has given me, shall I not drink from it?”

Satan knows his time is running out, so “when the enemy comes in like a flood,” know
that “the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him and put him to flight, because that
standard (the Messiah) will come in like a rushing stream which the breath of the Lord drives”
(Isaiah 59:19 Amplified Version).
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Through our triumphant Lord we have been given “power over all the power of the
enemy” as we look beyond all the second causes, whether they are demonic or human. We are
called to look to the “One who sits on the throne.”
“We went through fire and through flood; the Lord is enthroned as King forever. The
Lord gives strength to His people; the Lord blesses his people with peace” (Psalm 29:10, 11).
Job’s friends had said that God was angry with Job and was punishing him for
transgression. When in truth it was proved that God was just leading him on to a fuller
knowledge of Himself. He was also breaking him down on every side to make room to receive
the Divine abundance.
The Lord was also proclaiming in front of Job’s friends, just like he did before His
council, that Job was His “servant” and at no time was He ever ashamed to be called his God!
Although Job had become an outcast by everyone else, including his friends, and had
tasted the depths of sorrow—The Lord declares him to be “My servant Job.”
Those of you who are sitting in despair and discouragement; cast down by thoughts of
your unworthiness or shame, stand up and rejoice becauselyed i ver i s here, no
coming to your rescue, He is your rescue. We have beamtgeéask of proclaiming the
message of Reconciliation. That God was, through Christ, reconciling the world to Himself! You
no | onger need to make peace with your Maker,
you, He is offering you forgiveness andd e d o m. Don6ét continue to wal
rejoice! Again | say, Rejoice! Yo&alvation had come!

The Lord’s Command

So the friends were to offer to God a sacrifice of seven bulls and seven rams as a
confession and acknowledgment of their sin. Not only that, they also had to humble themselves
and go to Job that he might pray for them; thus admitting that they had wronged him.

It was true they had never known God like Job had. It was true that their intentions were
probably honorable in their desire to help him. Nevertheless, the Lord’s severe rebuke shows that
He considered them guilty of hardness to their brother in affliction. The Lord makes it very plain
that it would only be for J o b 6 sthatsheykoeld escape some severe dealings. Why? Because
of their foolish and shortsighted judgment of a man whose character should have commanded
their absolute confidence, even if they didn’t understand his path and, for their self-complacent
assumption of knowledge of God’s way.

If you’ve come to the same point in your trial as Job, listen: “The Lord says, ‘See, | have
taken out of your hand the cup that made you stagger . . . tormentors, who said to you, ‘Fall
prostrate that we may walk over you’; and you made your back . . . like a street to be walked
over” (Isaiah 51:21-23).

This same story has been replayed many, many times, as God dealt with His people
throughout history. Look at Joseph and his brothers. Remember how his brothers had used him
and abused him but eventually had to bow down before him and receive bread from his hands?
Jesus himself was rejected and yet, eventually, every knee will bend before Him.

Remember how Job’s three friends stated that God was giving him less than his iniquity
deserved? Well, the Lord said “My servant Job will pray for you and for his sakd will accept his
prayer and not deal with you according to your folly.” Ouch.

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar “did what the Lord commanded them to do,” and “the Lord
pardoned their sin for the sake of Job” (Septuagint version).
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Job’s Deliverance

Then we read that “after Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous
again . ..” Now, isn’t that interesting? Humanly speaking, you would think that he should have
been delivered from his distress and therhe would be expected to pray for his friends. Well that
may be, humanly speaking, but from the perspective of the Divine, He doesn’t forgive until we
forgive, and He won’t move on their behalf until His servant makes the request. We see that
same exchange taking place with Abraham negotiated the deliverance of his nephew, Lot.

It’s also interesting to see that the Lord had acknowledged him as His “servant” and
rebuked his would-be comforters, but Job’s outward circumstances didn’t changed one bit!

This shouldn’t be too surprising, though. When the Israelites came out of Egypt, the
waters parted for them before them. They were immature and inexperienced in the ways of God.
But when Joshua lead them into their promised land, after many years of experience and daily
exposure to God’s supernatural provision, more was expected of them. That’s why the waters
didn’t part until they stepped into the water. They had to act first, and thenthe miracles would
happen.

I’ve seen this in my own life. In the early days of my walk with the Lord | had a simple
belief that He could do anything and I could depend wholly on His Word. There was a time
when five bees came into our house. | spoke softly and kindly to them and simply told them to
leave our home. | warned them that if they refused to leave | would curse them and they would
die. Four bees left, but one bee refused. Once again I warned him and he didn’t leave. So 1
indeed cursed him and he dropped to the floor dead; | was driving in a horrendous snow storm
and had to drop off some people who were traveling with me. | spoke to the snow and
commanded it to stop until I returned home . . . and that’s exactly what happened; another time
several of us were returning at night from a conference when we encountered fog so dense we
couldn’t see the hood of car, let alone see the edges of the road. We spoke to the fog to lift and it
did. It lifted to the point that we were essentially driving in a tunnel. We could see the road
several feet in front of us. | could go on and bore you with more stories of the miraculous and
faith.

| share these stories not to brag on any thing | have done or experienced (there is nothing
to brag about), but to illustrate that in my early days as a believer the Lord moved much more
freely . .. now, many years later, He expects more of me. | am expected to rely on the strength of
His promises and the steadfastness of His Word. Where in the early days, the miraculous was a
daily experience, today He won’t let me rely on the miraculous as proof of His Word. I must
TRUST in His work. Although the years have tamed and mellowed me, I’m not as judgmental;
I’m not as impulsive, but I’ve also noticed an increase in prophetic words and words of
knowledge. | certainly have a greater sensitivity to the hearts of those | meet. | find myself
weeping more for the lost and those in need. | continually weep for nations around the world
who have closed their minds to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

With Job, this was a beautiful test of his inner spirit! Although outwardly he may still be
a beggar, he acts like a prince! Just as Jesus had prayed in the midst of His own suffering for
those who were crucifying him, Job prays for his friends.

As he prays, the Word of power is spoken from the throne, “Deliver him . . . I have found
a Ransom.” Job is free! How he is delivered, we aren’t really told. Possibly because it’s not
important for us to know. Or maybe, the Lord knows that when we’re in the midst of our own
trials, we might be tempted to set our minds on the outward and visible signs of blessing, rather
than on the inward grace that is much more important.
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The main thing for us to realize is that his deliverance came when he got his eyes off
himself and prayed for his friends! We will see the joy of our deliverance when we can quit our
moaning and bellyaching. When we stop fussing over our own needs and leave them in the hands
of the Lord. When we give ourselves to the ministry of others and desire with our whole heart
the blessing of others more than ourselves, then we will see our deliverance. But don’t look to
outward evidence of this deliverance. It may not come immediately. It may take months or years.
But in your heart that is to be irrelevant.

The Double Portion

“...and the Lord gave him twice as much as he had before.” It’s easy to pass over the
significance of that statement if it’s left all by itself. In the Law given to Israel, you discover that
the “double portion” was the inheritance of the eldest son. The father was to acknowledge the
firstborn “by giving him a double share of everything he has, because that son is the first sign of
his father’s strength; the right of the firstborn belongs to him.”

Later in Il Kings 2:9 and 10 we learn that Elijah asked Elisha what he should do for him
before he was taken away. Elisha replied, “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.” The
Revised Standard Versiomargin says that he asked for the portion of the first-born!

Elijah’s reply was a strange one! He said that Elisha had asked a “hard thing,” but if he
saw him as he was caught away then his request would be fulfilled. As you may remember,
Elisha did indeed see him taken away in a chariot of fire, and it says that Elisha “took hold of his
clothes and tore them in two” (II Kings 2:12) and took up the mantle that had fallen off Elijah as
he was taken into Glory. The mantle, of course, represented the gift of the Holy Spirit that was
given to the disciples at Jerusalem (see Acts 2:33).

But why did Elijah say that Elisha’s request was a “hard thing,” when the portion of the
first-born was the right of the oldest son?

The “double portion” or the fullness of the Holy Spirit is a birthright for anyone born of
God, but it is a hard thing to your flesh because you have to be truly broken enough to receive it.

It said that Elisha took hold of his clothes and tore them in half! In one sense, this action
is in keeping with the Jewish custom of rending one’s clothing in grief when news of a death
arrives. In another sense, this outward action by Elisha represents the way in which we need to
be broken, separated from sin, in every area before we can experience the full reality of the
double portion in our own lives.

Job’s path to the double portion was certainly a hard thing. It had cost him many tears
and struggles. Also, his tenacity of faith in God had been a hard thing. In Hebrews, we are told
that it is through “faith and patience that we inherit the promises.” It’s hard when you are
standing “against all hope, to believe in hope.” Especially as in Job’s case when he was stripped
of everything that once gave him authority and power. On top of that, he was expected to take
the place of intercession with God for the others while he was still outwardly suffering.

Job had known the power of the Spirit in his life, which was evident in his service.
However, through his time of testing and trial, he was led from faith to faith. Also during this
trial, his heart was deepened and prepared to receive “twice as much as he had before.” This was
a foreshadowing of our resurrection life in union with the Risen Lord.

Elisha’s hard thing was his fixed vision on Elijah, followed by the tearing of his clothes
and receiving the falling mantle of the prophet. Think of it. Elijah told him that if he saw him as
he was caught away then his request would be fulfilled. In the requirement was seeing Elijah
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taken up, by necessity, he had to be with, study, watch every movement Elijah made day-in and
day-out. He could never leave the guy!

Jesus’ hard thing was his obedience in everything including His death on the cross, which
was followed by receiving the Anointing Spirit and His place on the Father’s throne.

In my own life, I am no longer in a place of leadership or full-time ministry. | had to be
removed from all places of honor and respect before | would ever see that responsibility again. |
wasn’t until I was finally able to say in all sincerity and honesty that it didn’t matter to me any
more. | never realized how important that place of leadership was to me, until I was removed
from it. It has been over 23 years since | was in the place of leadership. It wasn’t until recently
that I had the opportunity to share any of these studies; before | was able to teach anything. The
importance of that role had to be purged from my heart. And despite the fact that my greatest joy
is teaching and sharing what is on my heart, I am no longer controlled and possessed with the
“need” to be in that role.

| pray that you can find the same liberty and freedom of spirit.

The Lord’s Blessing

In the same way, each one of us will have to choose the hard thing of fellowship with him
in His cross. That is if we are to experience our union with Him as the firstborn from the dead
and share in the anointing that He received and sit together with Him on His Father’s throne.

After everything was said and done, “the Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more
than the first.” Job had said that the Lord had put all of his acquaintances far from him, and now
the Lord brings them back! “All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him
before came and ate with him in his house.” They evidently aren’t afraid of partaking with an
evildoer anymore.

Now Job was given the sympathy that was so manifestly absent during his time of
suffering so that his recent self-renunciation is put to the test. The Lord chose the very ones who
had forsaken him in his hour of need to minister to him.

All of his wealth, sheep, cattle and camels weren’t only restored, but also doubledin
numbers. He also received sons and daughters again.

Obviously, this time of restoration took many months and years, (I mean the kids didn’t
just “appear,” did they?), although his trial only lasted a few months (see 7:3). The details of the
restoration are brief although every sentence conveys the fact of the unclouded favor of God.

I’m sure Job must have sat back and thought, “What can I say? He has spoken to me, and
He Himself has done this. | will walk humbly all my years because of this anguish of my soul . . .
Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish” (Isaiah 38:15-17).

| am also convinced that Job walked with the Lord after all this with a deeper sense of
awe and a greater sensitivity to the sinfulness of sin. During this time, he has learned to know
himself. From this time on, his heart was softened and his attitude tamed as he carried in his
spirit the same marks that Jacob carried in his body after he wrestled with God at Peniel.

Job lived another 140 years “being old and full of days,” even living to see his “children
and their children to the fourth generation,” which, according to his culture was another special
mark of Divine favor. He had passed through the fire, and had only lost the things that could not
survive the heat, while everything that was worth keeping survived into eternal life.

We also haven’t been told anything else about the adversary. However, we know that he
is still “going back and forth in the earth, walking up and down in it” attacking with unceasing
subtlety the servants of the Lord. Yet, again and again, he is over-reaching himself in that God’s
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people are being brought through the trials of their faith into a deeper and richer knowledge of
God. And that my friends, is well worth any hassles from the devil.
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Final Words

| thought I would give the final words and thoughts to Father Zossima. Zossima is the
wise and saintly old monk who forms the spiritual center of gravity in Dostoyevsky’s last and
greatest novel, The Brothers Karamazov. On his deathbed, in the climatic scene of the first half
of the book, Zossima reflects on his childhood and on the story of Job, in the following words:

Even before I learned to read, | remember how | was first moved by deep
spiritual emotion when | was eight years old. My mother took me alone to church,
to morning mass on the Monday before Easter. It was a sunny day, and I recall
now, just as though | saw it again, how the incense rose from the censer and
floated slowly upwards and how through a little window from the dome overhead
the sunlight streamed down upon us and, rising in waves toward it, the incense
seemed to dissolve in it. | looked and felt deeply moved, and for the first time in
my life | consciously received the first seed of the word of God in my soul, as a
boy stepped forth into the middle of the church carrying a big book, so big that |
thought he could hardly carry it, and laying it on the lectern he opened it and
began to read. It was then that | suddenly understood for the first time, for the first
time in my life, what it is they read in church: “There was a man in the land of
Uz, and that man was perfect and upright . . .”

As Father Zossima retells the ancient tale in his own words and reflects on it, we can
almost see his thoughts blending into those of Job himself, as if these two saintly old patriarchs
were somehow being mystically united, just like the incense and the sunlight:

Since then—even yesterday | took it up—I have never been able to read this
sacred tale without tears. And how much that is great, mysterious, and
unfathomable there is in it! Scoffers say: How could God give up the most loved
of his saints to Satan to play with, take his children from him, smite him with sore
boils so that he scraped the corruption from his sores with a potsherd—and for
what? Just to be able to boast to Satan, “See how much My saint can suffer for
My sake!” But the greatness of it all lies just in the fact that it is a mystery—that
the passing earthly show and the eternal justice are brought together here, and in
the face of the earthly truth the eternal truth is accomplished. Here the Creator,
just as in the first days of creation He ended each day with praise—"What I have
created is good”—now looks upon Job and again boasts of His creation for
generations and generations and for ever and ever, since for that he was ordained.
Lord, what a book it is and what lessons it contains! What a book the Holy Bible
is! What a miracle and what strength is given with it to man! It is just like a
sculpture of the whole world and all its human characters, with everything named
there and everything shown for ever and ever. And what mysteries are solved and
revealed: God raises Job again, give him wealth again, and many years pass by
and he has other children and he loves them. Good Lord, but how could he love
those new ones when his old children are no more, when he has lost them?
Remembering them, how could he be completely happy with the new ones,
however dear they might be? But he could, he could! The old sorrow, through the
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great mystery of human life, passes gradually into quiet, tender joy; the fiery
blood of youth gives way to the gentle serenity of old age. | bless the rising sun
each day, and my heart sings to it as of old, but now I love its setting even more,
its long slanting rays and the quiet, gentle, tender memories that come with them, the
dear images from the whole of my long and blessed life—and over it all Divine
Truth, tender, reconciling, and all-forgiving! My life is drawing to a close. | know
that, | feel it. But I also feel every day that is left to me how my earthly life is already
in touch with a new, infinite, unknown but fast-approaching future life, the
anticipation of which sets my soul trembling with rapture, my mind glowing, and my
heart weeping with joy . . .
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